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Dedication

the other cron members. of the “Puide of Fhe Combuskern”. St is meant Lo honor him and to
humanige what S have not Been able to find in @merican War Flistory, But is recorded in
@MMYDM%MM“%M‘D&WWW" maujfwuatojuuw%m“&a
domn hio ffe Lo protect the freedoma e off enjoy today,.

Komnath R. Heiofing
Son of Mansic [Huptnak] Fsling



Fomard

World War 11 had just Begun when S was Bown in November of 1941. S 3o not hare any
necollection of the war ov of my Uncle Gohn as S was so sewy young; honeser, one snapshot 3
hare in my mind as a child ia that of being on the floor and fooking atraight ahead at mifitary
Boots on someone. Who the Boots befonged to § 3o not know; honeser, thuee of my DMother's
four Brothers serded in this sar. S can only assume that S was a 103dler on the floor fooking
dinectly at the bools of one of them; there must have been something efse remarkable about that
aaﬂ,fommtof\mmwnm mﬁamudmamammaﬂwmmsww
knon.

Waydamoﬁ&amm%%mo{mﬂﬂmomm'aww&mmﬁaw



Veteran's Dayy as ohe recalled her brother Gohn. St waon't until after my oan Mothers death
that S discosened the letlers Betmeen hor and Gobin that are conlained in this document. DMy
mother had fept off of the Lotters myy uncle wiote to hov whife sevding hio tour of duty.  Shey now
proside insight inko the Bond Bebien Brother and sister; the fonfiness of a sofdiex boy town from hia
woote; the excitement of o Boy xaised on a farm strising fo master his courses 0o he could fly in the
okys and the suddenness of death.

St s the finding of these Loblons that cohindled mey inkescol in what really Aappened to mey Uncle
Gohn. St has through the postmarks that S was able fo luace his cross countuy journey, from
Pennayboania to Missiasippi to Sexas to Whah to California and finally to New Suinea. @
this Relped me to embark on a search to buy Lo fearn more of what missions my Uncle sevied on
and how he dicd. @n&w%%ﬁwsmﬁamwm,¢ow,m603maﬂw%
eath. he findings nere not what S expected and are included in this documentary. My rescarch
outlines chronological facls inte o defined compasite of the period bebieen hia induclion info the
@umy and. the long jousney to is final casthly wsting ploce b Seltgobung Vlationall Cometeny
some five years after Ris death.



Fo my knowledge, his vecently widoned Mother and siblings were not informed of the findings
presented here Because ot that time this information nas cither Jop Secret or Confidential and
coufd not Be casify obtained. Porhaps it is qood thal they never bnon exactly hon he died; perhaps
they ohould have fnown. Some may hate nanted fo know; some may hare not nanted to know.

Tﬁ@m,tMWM,MMw%&amﬁomd%wwW

She information contained in this documentary was oblained thiough the Freedom Of Snfoumation
(8OS) @ct, through searching the web, and through covespondence with individuals in Qustrabia.
St was they who pronided leads to the adticles and delailed information presented in this document.

S am eatremely grateful to these nondedful gentlemen who so willingly helped me in my quest.

conlained in this documentary is Both acourate and factuaf. While some of the information is
distuibing, it is included not fo bring hurt to anyone but rather to document the homow, heartache

slands for in @mesica’s conlinuous defense of the fuecdom e so often take for qranted. 3, for one,



am catromely grateful to my Unele, for gising his Gfe for the fresdom § now have Because of hia

Ww

John Hrywnak was born February 1, 1918 in Spring Brook, Pennsylvania to Katrin and Michael
Hrywnak. John was their first son, having had five daughters before he was born. There were
three more boys that came after John. And then lastly, another girl. There were ten children in all.
My grandparents had immigrated from Austro-Hungary and were married in the United States.
They settled in an area in Pennsylvania where there were other Russian speaking immigrants.
They were poor but industrious, hardworking farmers and remarkably were able to raise all ten of

their children to adulthood. My grandfather passed away in 1939 before John was inducted into
the Army.

John was 24 years old when he was inducted into the Army on June 5, 1942. Fifteen months later,
on September 7, 1943, SSgt John Hrywnak lost his life while defending his country at 7 Mile
Drome, Port Moresby, New Guinea. He was only 25 years old that early September morning when
he died, half a world away from the humble farm house in the rolling hills of Pennsylvania that was
his home. Yet in the briefest of lifetimes he was blessed with a fun loving and close-knit family. |
can only imagine the joy my grandmother had when her first son was born after five girls and then
the deep, deep sorrow she must have felt at his death. It is said that there is no sorrow greater
than that of a parent losing a child.
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n e 2 7 ] 94 2 Army Air Forces Technical School
u | Kessler Field, Mississippi

Dear Nancy,

| bet you think I’'m awful for not writing, but | really haven’t had much time to myself as yet. They
keep you pretty busy here and it's a days work to keep yourself clean. You have to shave once
every day and polish your shoes a couple of times because it's so sandy and dry that they are
always dusty. Well | guess you would like to know what I’'m doing by now. Well | was out with a
plane the other day all by myself and boy what a thrill it is. Come down some time and I'll give you
a ride. Well you better sit down and relax because I'm just kidding you. I'm still taking my basic
training which will take about another two weeks and after that | go to airplane mechanic school for
nineteen weeks and when | graduate from there I'll get my wings then because when you know how
to fix one you sure will be able to fly one. I'm going to work hard so that | can pass. | don’'t know for
sure if I'm going to go to school here or some other place but it looks like it will be here. Well it sure
is a hot day. It's so hot | bet you could fry eggs on the road. It's better than 100 degrees and the
sweat is just running off of me just from writing this letter. | was fishing for a while and caught some
crabs the kind that you eat and boy they sure are big. We fish in the Gulf of Mexico. It's only about
a 10 minute walk from where we are stationed at. They have a hundred boats for us to go riding
with. It doesn’t cost anything to go out riding. Well it's time for me to go for supper and | guess I'll
have to quit writing and mail this letter while I'm going because the post office is right on my way. |
wrote a letter to Mary about 1 o’clock and will mail it also.

Love.

John Hrywnak.



Biloxi, Mississippi

June 28, 1942

Note that the postage area is scratched out
and the word ""Free" is printed.....no
postage was required for the soldiers.

SULFPORT. NIST ==

ULFPORT PRINTING CO.,
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u l ] 2 ] 9 4 ! Army Air Forces Technical School
y y Kessler Field, Mississippi

Dear Nancy,

| received your letter and am sorry | couldn’t answer sooner than this but, really, | have been busy on K.P. and my
basic training that, really, | didn’t have time to write. Well this Tuesday I'll graduate from my basic training and then |
will start on something else. How is all the family? | hope all right because | feel good and hope you all feel the same
way. Well most of my friends that came here with me that were in the 3rd class are gone from this field already and
the rest are going soon. | found out that | don’t have much chance of going to A.M. school in some other place so |
took out an insurance for $10,000 and volunteered for aerial gunner, so I'm going to go either to Panama City, Florida,
Texas or California as they are the only 3 places where they have schools for that and you only go to school for 5 wks
and you can get into action faster that way. | don’t know if you know what an aerial gunner is so | guess I'll tell you.
You are placed in a bomber in the tail of the plane with two machine guns and shoot down the enemy planes so | sure
would like to get into action soon and that's why | enlisted and hope | can make the grade. You don’t have much
chance to come back but if I can get a few planes | be satisfied although | have a feeling that I'm coming back some
day and really | don’t worry.

I don’t know if I'll be here very much longer but you can still write to the same address and the mail will be forwarded if
I’'m shipped to some other place. I'm here in the park by the bay writing letters because it's a lot cooler here and it is
beautiful. After | write six more letters I'll go for a boat ride as it’s a little cooler today. It's only about 100 degrees out
and it really is the first chance I've had in about a week now to my self. The nights are really nice here and when the
moon is out at night you sure feel like having some one you could love and boy | often wish my girl was down here,
but | guess I'll just have to forget about love for a while and just write letters. Of course letters are nice to get and you
feel a lot better when you get one but they aren’t the real stuff.

Well after | start to school and get into the air I'll have more news to write and tell you how it feels to be up in the air in
big planes. Although I've been up in smaller planes before. Well, how’s the children getting along. | sure would like to
see them. | took some pictures on the 4th and took them down town to be developed and they ruined the whole roll
on me, and boy was | disappointed because | had some of my friends that are shipped away on them. Well I'm sorry |
don’t have anymore news so will close this letter and say so long and lots of love to you all.

John Hrywnak.
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u l 2 4 ] 94 2 Army Alr Iiorces Technical School
y ) Kessler Field, Mississippi

“Jg she writing regularly, soldier?”—Mail
call, like chow, always attracts an enthusiastic
group of men at Keesler Field, Miss., the .
country’s greatest Army Air Forces Techl'l.l
School.
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Army Air Forces School

August 2, 1942

Dear Nancie,

Well here it is August already, the time is going pretty fast in the army and school is also
coming along fine. | guess you have about the same trouble writing letters as | have, honest it
took me 3 days to write a letter to my girl, and it was only a two sheet letter at that. Honest |
don’t have time to do anything except on Sunday. That's when you get the braveness in you,
they treat you tough so you can be tough, but | can take it. Annie wrote that she might go
home | hope she does, because I'm sure she needs a vacation, and | know she would like to
be home for a while. Them fishing days of mine are over now, since | started to school | don’t
have time for that. | really like going to school, we are learning a lot about airplanes. We
learned how to inspect and take off the landing gear on a P-40 and boy it really is nice. Some
thought | am going to know how to fly and don’t think that | won’t. | can imagine how the
children act around the dog, and | know they have a lot of fun. And about B. E.’s truck | saw
that before and really got a big kick out of it. Well the weather is still the same down here. It
Is pretty hot here today. I'm going to town to get some pictures | took last Sunday, maybe
they didn’'t even take good as it was pretty cloudy last Sunday. | might go to the movie tonight
if there is a good picture in. Well Nancie | wish | could write more but really | haven't got
anything to talk about, | mean write. So maybe the next time I'll have more to tell you. So I'l
close this short letter and say so long.

John.

13
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Au u St ] 4 ] 94 2 Army Air Forces Technical School
g Kessler Field, Mississippi

Dear Nancy,

| received your letter yesterday and I'm sorry | didn’t write any sooner, but | guess I'm in the same boat again.
| can’t find any spare time, | guess I'm going to give up letter writing until after | finish school. How's the
children getting along, | bet Nelson can talk pretty good by now. | think it wouldn’t be a bad idea if you did
take up a course in the? of A because they soon will need a lot of women to take the place of men.

Well I'm still going to school, I'm studying the hydraulic system of different planes and boy it sure is tough.
You have to learn the system of a different airplane every day. I've made a couple of hundreds in my tests
on it and my lowest mark was 88 but | don’t believe my self because there is so many things to remember.
It's still pretty warm down here and I'm pretty dark already as we take exercises every day out in the hot sun
for an hour in our trunks and that way you get tanned all the way through. I'm starting to have my teeth fixed
on Monday, It will take quite awhile but | get lots of time as I'm not going anywhere.

Well Nancy | have a hard lesson today and this is Saturday morning so | have to study, because I'm afraid it
IS going to bring my mark down. Nancy, about the cookies if you want to send them O.K. if you don'’t it's O.K.
also and don’'t send any cake as a few of the boys had cakes sent to them and you have to eat it with a
spoon they get all smashed up. So do what you want to whatever you do don’t send any soda down like Mrs.
C. did to Frank. | guess H. will soon be in the service because they are taking them pretty young now.

Well this is all for now and love to you all, John.

Answer soon.

14
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Au u St 3 0 ] 94 2 Army Air Forces Technical School
g | Kessler Field, Mississippi

Dear Nancie:

| received your letter and was glad to hear from you. You sure had me worried for a while about
sending soda down, because | think you're just the type that would do a thing like that for a joke.
God bless you if you ever send any soda or ice cream down here. When | get back by the way |
didn’t hear about the cow until you wrote and told me. How are the children & Buddy, I'm O.K. so
far & | guess I'll be the same until something happens to me.

I’'m still going to school and this last phase sure was a tough one so | just left all my letter writing go
and studied a lot, we had a semi final test yesterday and | made 93 in the test. We had 75
guestions. | never thought there were that many parts to a propeller.

Some of the boys on that clipping are right in my barracks, I'll send it back to you and I'm underling
the names of the ones with me.

| was going to go swimming today but it started to rain a few minutes ago so | guess I'll have to stay
in. Well it's getting close to dinner time and | still have a lot of letters to write. Well | just got back
from chow and I'm just about drowned. It really is pouring out. | guess we’re going to have a
hurricane or something on the order of that, the way they have it predicted. Well I'm not going to go
swimming as it’s raining too hard so I'll catch up on my letters. | guess it's impossible for us to get a
furlough after we finish school so | don't know when I'll be able to see you again, but if | do I'll
probably be able to tell you some things about other countries.

So long and write when you get time.

Love, John.

15



New Orleans, LA

September 6, 1942

LD SPANISH COURTYARD,
NEW CRLEANS, LA.-—328
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September 13, 1942 [y =

Dear Nancie:

| received your letter in the middle of the week but | can’t answer letters until Sunday so I'm doing it
today and | had a lot of them to write today as | was away last weekend so | have to answer the
letters all today and my arm is getting tired from writing already. | was to New Orleans on Sunday
and Monday as | had it off, and had a wonderful time. | won’t have any more days off for a long time
Now.

Well Monday | start my sixth phase so it won't be long before | be finished with this school and be out
of here. | hope | can go to gunnery school in Florida as | think that is a nice place.

| heard about Al Z. joining the Coast Guard. He wrote and told me he was going to go in October, so
| guess he’ll write pretty soon and tell me as he writes pretty often. | wonder how H. made out. |
hope he doesn’t get shipped to this part of the country as it is a heck of a place to be. M. wrote and
told me about B. F. | guess he’ll always be that way. It seems he’ll never learn. Well suppose it is
pretty nice up there now the leaves will soon be turning colors and start to fall. Boy I sure will miss
hunting this year, but when | finish gunnery school and hunting season opens up for me I'll get plenty
of it.

I’'m glad you like my girl, and | think she is nice myself so that's why I'm (sure) I'll have to do my best
to keep her. | found out that the girl | used to go with, Marie R. is working at the Button Mill, where
Buddy works, so tell him to say hello to her some time when he sees her at work. Well I'm going to
quit now as I’'m going to town for a few minutes, so answer when you get time.

Love, John.
17



Army Corps Technical School

October 24, 1942  [«=iws

Dear Nancie:

I might just as well thank you for the cookies now, they really were good and they only lasted
a short while, as all the boys had a taste of them also. When ever you get time to make
some more if I'm not asking too much you can send some more. How are the children, they
must be getting bigger every day. Nelson must be able to talk pretty good by now. Is Buddy
still working at the Button Mill or not. | got a letter from J. today and it was a pretty big letter;
there were 11 sides to it. Annie doesn’t write as much as she used to, | don’t know what's
wrong. Well we have had a lot of rain today and we really needed it, as it didn’t rain for quite
a while. | guess the leaves are all off by now and hunting season will soon open up. | sure
will miss it. The weather down here is still pretty warm, we still go swimming when we get
time. | won’t be down here any too long now as | only have 18 more days of school and then
| don’t know where | will go too. They told us we may have to go to the factory for a month
before we can go to gunnery school. | started my first plane Monday and have started one
every day since then. There really is a lot to it but it's nearly as easy as starting a car now. |
didn’t realize | learned as much as | did in this school but when | stopped to figure things out
19 wks is quite a long time after all, and you’'d have to be pretty dumb to not learn anything.
Well Nancie | haven't anything else to write about so will have to say so long, and don't
forget | have a new address now so forget about the other and use the new one.

Love - John.

Thanks for the cookies!
18
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October 26, 1942  [icv:isoe

(The first page of this letter is missing)

....... them have been shipped out already. He sent me a picture of himself and really he looks
good and looks like he gained some weight. | sure am glad Buddy got a different job and | hope it
is better than the one he had before. | know about how you feel now that he’s so far away and |
know you miss each other a great deal, | know how I felt when | first went away and left some one
behind that | cared a lot for, and I'm not even married. Not that | don’t miss her anymore but you
don't feel quit as bad. Then too, it really isn't much of a home if both of you aren’t together, at
least that’s the way | feel and if ever | get married | know | would want to have my wife with me all
the time. Anyhow, | hope you find a way where the both of you will be together and he’ll still have
his job. Nancie | guess | didn’t make it clear enough to you about the 7 day furlough. So | guess |
better explain to you how a furlough works. If they give me a seven day furlough that means all
the time | use of the seven days for traveling and my stay at home is included in that. So about 4
days to travel home and 4 days back and here | am, AWOL absent, with, out, leave already and
didn’t spend any time at home. And during war time if you go AWOL they put you in front of the
firing squad. So I think that it ought to be clear now. Well | think I've wrote about enough for today
as | answered H. letter already and don’t know of anything else | might write, so will continue
reading stories until the lights go out. | still say if | get a plane when | get home I'll take you for a
ride and | mean it. | didn’t spend 28 weeks in school for nothing, so just wait and you’ll fly some
day. The weather here isn't bad now. Today was a real spring day and it sure made me
homesick for a while. It seemed just like the coming of spring back home. Don’t forget to write
when you get time and I'll try and do the same. Well if | soon don’t quit I'll be writing on the
magazine underneath this paper. “l quit.”

Love to you all.

John.
19
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November 12, 1942 o

Dear Nancie,

Received your letter a few days ago but didn’t answer as | didn’'t have too much time to do anything.
So here | am with but two more days of school to go and then | guess I'll be leaving here about
Sunday or Monday to a factory for five weeks to watch how an airplane is put together. Then | go to
gunner school for five weeks and graduate from there as a gunner. Staff sergeants get $144 a month
flying pay. | passed my physical examination on Tuesday, boy they certainly give you a good one and
you have to be in good shape.

| got a letter from A. the other day and the way she talks | guess she’s making out pretty good with her
new job. | sure am glad she’s making out so good. | heard about Wes leaving home, but he was like
that all the time so what are you going to do with him, some day he will learn to do better, so until then
we’ll just have to wait.

Oh | forgot to tell you that before | graduate from gunner school | have to make two parachute jumps,
did you ever think | would be doing a thing like that. Well I'm glad we have to, because all the fighting
I’m going to do will be in an airplane so | might as well learn how to jump.

The weather down here is pretty warm yet and | guess I'm going to California from here so it will be
warm there also.

Well Nancie I'll have to close now as | have a little work to do. So answer when you find time, and I'll
send you my new address soon.

Love. John.

20



Camp Consair

November 22, 1942 e

San Diego, California

Dear Nancie,

I’m not going to write very much as | want to get a few hours sleep before | go to school. | go to
school from 11 p.m. until 7 a.m. in the morning, it isn’t such a bad shift after all and the time just
seems to pass by so fast you don’t believe it. | have only 21 more days of school left here and
then I'll go to my last school.

| left Kessler Field last Sunday at 6 p.m. to arrive here Wednesday night at 12 p.m. It was a nice
trip out here and | enjoyed it a lot. It seems like they treat you a lot better after you're in the
service a while. When it was time for dinner or supper we would stop at some town and march
to a hotel and eat. The food here is a lot better then it ever was at Kessler Field, and I'm afraid |
might put on some weight and | can’'t do that now as you can’'t weigh over 170 Ibs to be a
gunner.

The weather here isn’t as nice as | thought it would be. The days are fair, but at night we have
to wear our over coats to school and in the class rooms as they have no heating system. Well
anyhow it won’t be for long as its no use of kicking. | had a pass from seven yesterday morning
until 9 o’clock tonight so | went to town and it's so crowded with sailors and marines that you
can’t move around, so | took in a movie with some of the boys and came back in to camp.

It sure is impossible for us to lose this war.
Well | guess this will be all for a while so until I hear from you again, loads of love to you all.
Answer soon.

Love, John.
21



Camp Consair

December 3, 1942 R e

San Diego, California

Dear Nancie,

Received your letter today and sure was glad to hear from you, | also got a letter from M. and she also
had a lot of news in her letter. | was sort of mad when | read your letter because you didn't have H.’'s
address in as | didn’t have it so when | read M’s. letter she had his address in, so | took it all back. Well
he’ll have a warm place to be in during the winter as it doesn’t get very cold out there. | wonder what
kind of work he’s going to do. | hope he gets in something he likes.

| had a few days off for Thanksgiving so | went to Los Angeles and Hollywood and had a good time for a
change. It really is nice out there. | talked to some of the movie actors and saw quite a few of them.
They have a place there for soldiers to dance and they also serve different things to eat and drink and
that's how you get a chance to talk to them. Boy you talk about nice girls out there, they really are plenty
of there. We hitch hiked out there and got there faster then some of the boys that went by train and bus,
the people here treat the service men very good, we also hitch hiked back, all you have to do is stand
along the road and pick out the car that's going where ever you are and it doesn’t take long.

Nancie I'll send you one of them insignias as soon as | get to a place where they have some. They have
some here in San Diego and they cost a lot more and aren’t as good as the kind | sent M., | need some
myself but I’'m going to wait till | can get some good ones. M. said Wes got his deer the first day, | sure
do miss hunting season but I'll have to wait for a while and what I'm going to hunt you don’'t need any
license. | only have 10 more school days here so you better answer pretty soon if you want me to get
your letter before | leave. That story about Al Z. going across is a lot of talk, all he is going to do is go
out to sea for some training and then they come back and go again.

Well I'm on the bottom so will say so long.

Love, John.
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Harlingen Army Gunnery School

December 23,1942 |~

Dear Nancie,

| received your letter today it was the first letter | got since I've been here. | guess | won’'t do much writing
while I'm at this school. It really is tough and I'm not kidding. | have to do a lot of studying and | really
want to go thru and pass so that | could get my wings. | got here Saturday afternoon and started school
Monday morning. | go to school from 8 in the morning until 4 in the afternoon and then go out on the
range and learn how to operate the gun turrets for 1 hour every night. Tonight | go from 11 until 12
midnight. It's so easy to flunk out in this school that it isn’t funny, and if | flunk this | will be very
disappointed. We have to take the machine guns apart and know the names of all the parts and how it
works, also be able to take them apart and put them together blind folded. The first three weeks we learn
to do all that and do ground shooting, we also have to learn to identify about 75 different kinds of
airplanes and know the wing span of them, I'm telling you it requires a lot of studying so don’t blame me
for not writing as | want to go thru and pass. The last two weeks we go in the air and shoot at targets
from the airplane and take our jump. I'm not worried about that; it's the first three weeks that’s got me, if |
make them | think I'll be all set.

| got the cookies at San Diego just as we were ready to be shipped so we ate them on the train, also the
cake, they were very good and thanks a lot. I'm going to send you the insignia that is if | don’t forget to
put it in the letter after I'm thru writing. If you see J. or any of the rest of the family give them my address
and tell them why | didn’t write, I'm gong to write home just as soon as | finish your letter and also to my
girl. We have tomorrow night and Christmas Day off so | guess I'll go in to town, it really is a nice little
town. The best I've been in yet.

Well I'll have to quit now and | know you’ll get this letter after Christmas so I'll just hope you had a Merry
Christmas, and have a happy New Year.

Love John X
23



January 27, 1943

Kansas

C Post Card of “The Famous Kiltie Band at Civic Center Oklahoma City

Postmarked from Kansas

Hello Nancie: I'm traveling some more.
colder. Love. John.

The only thing | don’t like about it is it’s getting
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Camp Consair C.R.P. Prov. Sqd. L

January 30,1943 [z

Dear Nancie,

| received your letter today and sure was glad to hear from you, also it was the first letter | got since I've
been in Salt Lake City. I'm going to see a show on the post as | have a lot more time now. | got here
Wednesday at noon and for a while | was glad to see snow but right now | wish | was back in the warmer
climate. I think | got enough cold weather already. | guess | might as well tell you what I'm doing here, and
you can laugh for a while.

Well I've been doing K.P. for two days, and today | was doing a little carpenter work, building side walks. |
thought that was bad but they had Lieutenants and other officers doing K.P. so | don’t mind it now. | don’t
expect to be here too long, as I'm going to get assigned to the squadron that | will go across with and fight
with, so they told us we would be here anywhere from 3-10 days and | hope not any longer. We have to
train with that squadron for several weeks and get to know just how they operate together and also fly the
plane for a while in the air. | done quite a bit flying in Harlingen and there isn’t anything like it, really | love
it. 1 got my wings when | finished gunnery school and am a staff sergeant now, boy them silver wings
certainly bother the girls anywhere you go and there are a lot of nice girls in Salt Lake City. I’'m going to
town tomorrow night and don’t think | won'’t have a good time.

| got the dollar at Harlinger for that insignia, | don’t know why you sent it, as they are only 15 cents. I'm
making $144.00 a month now so I'll have plenty of money.

Nancie | have a chance of getting a furlough but I'm not sure and neither are they, but we were told to
apply for one when we get assigned to our squadron. | got a letter from H. when | left Texas and he’s
making out o’k. | write to him so don’t worry. How is Mom. M. said she was sick in her last letter.

Love. John.
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Suf. Air Base No. 1 A.A.B.

February 16, 1943 .

Dear Nancie,

| received your letter today and was sure glad to hear from you, as it really is the second letter | got from anyone in the family since | came to
Salt Lake. | can't figure out why | haven't heard from any one yet as its been quite a while now since | wrote. I've been moved again only
not quite so far this time, only about two miles. We are staying in large buildings where they used to have fairs before and now the
government took them over. | don’t imagine we’ll be here long now, because we were to ship out soon after we came to Salt Lake.

I've been sitting around for three days now without doing a thing and it sure gets tiresome. | sure do hope we go over soon, there isn’t
enough of excitement here. | guess | have to forget about a furlough as I'm in the second air corps, which is west of the Mississippi and all
they give you is seven days, and hell that wouldn’t be time enough to travel, so until they change the number of days or | get transferred to
the 1st air corps which is something unusual | won't even think about it anymore. The fellow picture you sent me graduated the same time
as | did and | knew him, there were a lot more fellows from around there that | knew. The food is good here and it's not such a bad place
after all, but right now most of us want to see action and are hoping to go over. Well, | don’t blame P. for wanting to go, but | can't figure out
how Ma will make out. But W. will still be left so he will have to take care of things as there are two of them left yet and they will only defer
one of them, and further more it won'’t be long before they take all of them as there are a lot of married men with me right now.

If | ever get back home after the war is over I'll get myself a small plane and give you all a little flying, really its nice to fly and | love it. | had
to take a test for high altitude flying in a pressure chamber and they took us up to 40,000 feet and kept us there for three hours. It didn't
bother me at all, but there a lot of men that get the “bends” at a high altitude and get so they don’t know what's going on. It’s just like getting
a cheap drunk. | sure am glad to be as healthy as | am, so far I've took quite a few pretty rugged examinations and passed them all.

| quit drinking coffee and other drinks such as coca cola and whiskey because they really get my nerves and | proved it to myself a good
many times. If | take a cup of coffee or coca cola in a half hour or so | can’t hold my hands still and | heard the Doctor tell a few of the boys
that coca cola wasn’t any good to drink any how because it had drugs in it, and now | believe him. | drink a beer or two once in a while as it
don't seem to effect me.

As far as | know we will be assigned to a heavy bomber crew, and being that we are B-24 specialists, | guess will be on the B-24's.

| got a letter from H. and he’s making out good and expects to ship out of there after his basic training is over.

Well | guess I'll quit now as some of the fellows want me to play poker with them so I'll have to take some of their money away from them.
I've been pretty lucky the last few days. How are the little fellows making out. If you get a chance to take a picture of them send me one as |
sure would like to see them, and like | told you before a furlough will be hard to make.

Well until | hear from you again, Love to you all and answer soon, John.
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402nd B. Sqd. 39th B. Group
Marc h ] ] ] 94 3 Davis Monthan Field
y Tucson, Arizona

Dear Nancie,

Received your letter today and was sure glad to hear from you, as I've been here better than a week and
today was the first letter | got. It sure took them a long time to re-route my mail. | guess you were told by now
where I'm stationed at and if you haven’t, must look at my address. It really is nice out here, good and warm
all the time. | can't tell you how it is in town as | haven’t been in yet, but | have a 24 hour pass coming this
week and so | guess I'll go down. They sure keep us busy here and after laying around for a month at Salt
Lake City, | can't take it so good, but after two weeks here I'll be tough again. | go to school every other day
and fly on the days and nights I’'m not in school. | have to fly after mid-night tonight for 8 hours. Sunday was
my first day to fly in a B-24 bomber and it really is nice. Tuesday night | flew 8 hrs and covered a distance of
1225 miles, we weren't flying very fast. I'm assistant engineer on the plane and we have a crew of 10 which
takes in every man that is necessary on the plane and they are the men | will go over with. That includes the
pilot, co-pilot, bombardier, navigator and the whole crew. | really don’'t have much to do while I'm flying, but in
school | have to learn how to read maps, take pictures out of the plane and notice different land marks which
would help in finding planes, and review things | had in school before. We don’t get a chance to sleep a lot
around here and you get up at all hrs of the night. | got a letter from Ike M. today and he’s at home, he got a
discharge.

Nancie about other boys coming home on furlough is true because men in the infantry and navy or marine
corps get furloughs quite often, as so do the men in the air corps that aren’t classified for combat duty. |
guess I'm one of the unlucky fellows, with a lot more with me.

Nancie you wanted to know if I'm saved, well | can’t truly say yes and | know | do things | shouldn’t and may
do worse if | don't get a furlough before | go across. | have a pocket size bible that | read quite often, but as
you say, you aren’t saved just because you read the Bible.

Well Nancie | guess I'll close now as I'm quite tired and am going to get a few hrs sleep before | fly.

John.
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Camp Consair

March 23rd, 1943 [ o
) Davis Monthan Field
Tucson, Arizona

Dear Nancie,

Received your letter Sunday night and was sure glad to hear from you. Your getting to be a pretty
regular writer lately. That really is a cute picture of the two boys, and they sure are getting big. Well |
hope they get to be good strong men, and won’t have to go through what we are going through now.
Buddy sure is lucky that he can come home every weekend, or should | say all of you are. How does
he like his new job. | bet better than down at the button mill. | hope you can soon move down with
him because | imagine it's hell to be apart. | guess Bobby T. will soon be a brother or have a play
mate, from what M. and A. say. For all | know it already happened.

I’m not flying all this week and | sure am glad because | done so much flying the past two weeks that
| really am quite tired and need a lot of sleep. When we fly we usually fly at night and | really can’t
sleep in the day time. | had a twenty four hour pass over the weekend so | went to town with some of
my crew and had a good time. We got a hotel room and stayed in town over night. Saturday
afternoon we went to a ranch and went horse back riding. It really was a lot of fun, but my can is still
sore from riding. We’re having a squadron party in town tonight but I'm going to catch up on some of
my letter writing and sleep because I've been to a few of their parties and they aren’t much to brag
about, because you get about half plastered and suffer the next day. | was to a movie last night, saw
“Air Force” and liked it very much, because it's all about what we are going to do when we get in
combat. We were told today that we are going to leave this field and go to our second phase of
training on the 5th of April. So | guess I'll soon be in another state.

Well Nancie | guess I'll close now and take a shower then go the P.X. and have a milk shake and hit
the hay.

So until I hear from you good luck to you all and answer soon.

Love. John.
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Camp Consair

April 16th, 1943 s o S

El Paso, Texas

Dear Nancie,

Received your letter yesterday and was sure glad to hear from you. | guess you forgot to tell
me you were working in your last letter, but M. told me so | sort of figured you were pretty
busy. | think you are making pretty good money, but still in all wages are a lot higher than that
now. How is Buddy making out with his job. Does he still come home every week end or not.
| got a letter from M. the other day and | guess things are O.K. there. | sure was glad to hear
that Bobby is feeling better and back in school. She told me P. was leaving on the 13th. |
hope he makes out O.K. and | know they’'ll make a better man out of him. She told me he
cried when he found out he had to go, but that's only natural for anyone to do. Well | guess
you know that I'm in El Paso, and it isn’t a bad place to be, but the sand really blows here a
lot. We had quite a sand storm last night, and boy when you’re up in the air you have to go to
other fields in order to land. | guess I'll be here until about May the fifth, and then it will either
be Kansas or California. | hope it's Kansas as | haven’t been there yet and they say it's pretty
nice there. Nancie | knew R. A. but didn’t think a lot of her, she used to work at the Barrel,
and now | guess she’s at the Nomads, at least that's where she was working when | left for
the Army. We go swimming here for three hours before we get our pass and we get a twenty-
four hour pass every five days, you really can have a lot of fun here and the town is full of a lot
of nice Spanish girls. We stay in town over night and get a room in the hotel. I'm still flying a
lot and the missions we go on are a lot more interesting now. | guess in about six or eight
weeks all be finished with my training and then | don’t know where we go to.

I guess I'll have to quit now so answer when you have time.

Love, John.
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My Dear John:

| hope your feeling very well and in the best of spirit. Hope everything is working out for the best for you.
| only wish | could exchange places with you. | don't think I'd be as brave as you tho. We think of you
constantly and pray that you will be protected and kept safe.

We were home for the weekend so that's how | got your address John or else | still would be waiting to
hear from you. So that's why | haven't written. | didn't have your address while you were in Calif. Here |
was waiting to hear from you, while at the same time you were waiting to hear from me as | understand.
| read your letters while | was home. Now don't ever feel we don't care to write John for I'm always think
of you. | was so sorry you could not come home on your furlough. | think now | wish | could have gone
out to see you I'm sorry now | didn't plan that way. | guess H. expects to come home the 1st week of
Aug. A. and O. plan to come home then too.

Everything seems to be o.k. around here at present. W. expects to marry soon so he tells us of course
one never knows for sure about Wes. | don't know if you ever met his girl her first name is "M.". she's
Russian.

Mom will probably have to get someone then, for | don't know who will do her work.

Some of those scenery's you sent home on the picture sheets. Sure are beautiful John. Boy what thrills
you must of had. Mom especially liked the one where the road is cut through the tree. Remember that?
Please John remember to pray remember there is nothing we can do with out the help of God. That's the
only way our country can be victorious by trusting the Living God. Remember He hears us no matter
where we might be and at any time.

| hope you understand me. Take care of your self. I'll close now boy when | think how far this letter has
to go it amazes me. Wish | could go.

Love and Kisses, Nancie
Buddy sends regards.
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Camp Consair

This letter was written by Nancie to John on July 31, 1943 and returned in December 1943, never
opened indicating John was deceased.

Dearest John:

It's been a very warm day today. I've been thinking of you, for by now you're very used to the warm
weather staying in California for so long and now where ever you are, | hope you are very well and are
having it very easy. Well, I've had a surprise tonight. O. and A. and all the children came in from
Connecticut but tonight Andy B. brought P. and A.L. over. Of course | didn’t know they were in. | guess
O. & A. are coming to my house tomorrow. | suppose you heard that H. has been changed to Missouri
and is not able to come home on furlough as he had planned. He certainly was very disappointed and
so are we all. But that's the way things go sometimes. | was home last week to help Mom and |
planned to go up next week you know busy time now. | saw your picture John. It's very nice, but I'd
love to see you in reality. I'd love to see you in Army clothes. | also read your letter. | hope John you
received my letter for | know how terrible it is not to get a letter for so long a time. Please answer to me
too as | like to know how things are. W. is having a tough time with his teeth right now. He had to have
one pulled. I'm sending you this clipping. | wonder if you know him John, for he went to Moscow High.
| thought you might be interested. | hope all the German and Jap planes are down soon. John are you
able to hear a radio. If so, can you hear the Fuller program? | hope so, for it certainly is a necessity in
these days and oh, John, I'm so concerned about all and the music is so uplifting. Right now they came
on and they’re singing “Since Jesus came into my heart”. | do love the gospel hymns. I'm sure they
would mean so much to a soldier boy. Well John remember we all think of you and pray for you, and
you too John, always remember to pray. Ans(wer) John when you can. Much Love Nancie. My
address if you forgot it, 739 Birch St.
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403rd Bomb Sqd. (H) 43rd Bomb Group

Au u St Gth ] 94 3 A.P.O.Box 929, % Postmaster
g ) San Francisco, California

New Guinea

Dear Millie and Mom

It's been a long time since | had any mail from home or any of the family. | really didn’t worry
too much because | knew it would take a while for it to catch up with me. | received your
letter and one from M. yesterday and it really makes you feel a whole lot better to hear from
home. The letters were over a month old but | don’t think it will take the rest as long to get
here. Well how is everyone, | hope you are all as good as myself. It really isn’t bad here but
there is nothing as good as being in the good old U.S.A. I'm very glad to hear that Harold is
getting a furlough and can spend some time at home. If | were as close to home as he was |
could have spent a few days at home. Well maybe some day we can all be back home
again. How is P. making out. Is he still in the same place or not. When ever you write to
him again give him my address and tell him to write as | lost his address, also tell H. to write.
It sure makes the brook rather thin with all those fellows leaving. How is the farming getting
along. Does Wes help you very much or is he busy working. It won’t be long and you’ll have
snow again, am | right? Did you get my picture yet or not. | hope it looks o.k. | didn't see it,
but my girl friend in Salt Lake said it was a good picture of me and said she mailed you one,
so you should have gotten it by now. Well tell Mom thanks for her letter and thank s for
wishing me luck, I've had plenty of it already and hope | don't rain out.

Well don’t worry about me as I'm doing o.k. and I'll be back some day when this job is
finished. I'll write when | find time and hope you do the same.

Love to all of you, Johnnie.

Use my new address anymore. The one on this letter.
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403rd Bomb Sqd. (H) 43rd Bomb Group
Au g u St gth A ] 94 3 A.P.O.Box 929, % Postmaster

San Francisco, CaliforniaNew Guinea

Dear Nancie,

Well | finally received a letter from you, and really don’t know who is the blame, but | am sure | had written to
you last and may | shouldn’t be that way, but | always wait for an answer before | write again. Anyhow, lets
hope it doesn’t happen again. I’ve had several letters since | came here and don’t think the mail service is bad
at all. | guess H. must be home now and | bet he will enjoy his furlough. | think he is rather lucky to be able
to get as many days as he says he will. | understand he is going to spend a few days in New York. Well we
can’t really blame him, | know | would. | had a letter from M. the other day and she told me about W. getting
ready to get married, but has to wait a few months yet, because his girl isn’t quite 18 yet. Well the best of
luck to him when ever he does, | don’t think there is anything wrong in being married, as long as you get
along, | mean all the time.

| guess you wonder what I’'m doing here and how things are, but I’'m sorry | can’t tell you much because it’s
against the rules. Its rather hard to sit down to write and know you could write a lot and yet have to omit the
things that would probably be of great interest to you. Anyhow I’'m feeling as good as ever and getting along
fine and hope that you don’t worry about me.

I’ve had a lot of fun since I’ve been here and also the opposite, but it’s all in the days work. | thought for a
while | was going to have a lot of trouble getting on to the money they use here but it only took me a few days
and now | know it as good as our own. | fell out of a coconut tree one night trying to get some coconuts. It’s
a good thing | wasn’t up too high, or | might have been hurt. Well | really don’t know of anything else to write
about right now. How are the boys getting along. | bet they’re getting big. How is Buddy making out, is he
still working hard. | think | heard some one say that you were working once in a while, is that right. | guess

that’s it for the time being. Answer soon. Love to you all. Johnnie.P.S. Don’t forget | have a new address
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S/Sgt John Hrywnak A.S.N. 33345669
Aug u St 2 4 v ] 94 3 403rd Bomb Sqd. (H) 43rd Bomb Group

A.P.O.Box 929, % Postmaster

San Francisco, California

New Guinea

Dear Millie and Mom

Received your letter yesterday and was sure glad to hear from you. I'm glad to hear you are all feeling
well, and hope you remain that way. | was sorry to hear that H. furlough was cancelled, | used to think
that maybe you didn’t believe me when | told you | couldn’t get any but now you know how it is. | hope
you sent him and P. my address so that they could write sometime. So far | haven’t heard from either of
them and do not have their address so that the way we stand. Well how do you like my picture. | really
don’t know how it is as | never saw it. How are the children enjoying their vacation. | sure would like to
see them. It’s been a long time since | saw them. How are things coming along on the farm. It will
soon be getting cold again up there. I’'m getting along pretty good and get to see action at times. |
sure am glad I’m doing this sort of job as | really like it. | hope you don’t worry about me and don’t
forget to write often as a letter really means a lot here. There is no place to go when your off duty and
it’s not like being in the states. It will be along time before | ever get back to the states but if | ever do
I’ll make sure | get home for a while; while I’m there, and | sure will be able to tell you a lot of things |
can’t now.

Stay well and don’t worry.

Love Johnnie.
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Sunday, Auguse22, 1943

The following letter was returned, never opened indicating John had been killed in action on September 7, 1943.

Dearest John,

| trust that this letter may find you well and happy. You are always remembered in our prayers and also your fellow soldiers.
I’'ve been home for the last 4 weeks trying to help out a bit for since the boys have gone into service especially right now, for
you know its a busy time at home. Its been hard for Mom so | take the children and go for a few days each week. | hope to
go Tuesday again. Everything is quite the same John. | was home last week when Mom got your letter. M. was to answer it
the next day so no doubt you have received her letter and all news from home. Mom was very glad to hear from you of
course its quite a strain also when we realize where you are. Altho John no matter what danger you’re in John, we pray that
God’s sustaining Grace may keep you and protect you always. John please remember to pray always where ever you may be,
remember God can hear the faintest prayer. He can hear anywhere you may be. | suppose you know Buddy is working in
Scranton now. Its good to have him back. Kenneth and Nelson are getting grown up; you wouldn’t know them. John I love
your picture. Its very much like you altho I'd love to see you in person now. You know Mom ..... every soul, be it stranger or
friend, she gathers the 3 pictures you, H. & P. and shows them off and of course | always put my say in in emphasizing that
you’re Staff Sergeant. W. was in this morning for a few minutes. He has been going to the dentist. He is still working for
Moffat. lke quit working there, he said it was too hard so he is working for Pete S., $21.00 a week. Its a shame. | understand
old Mr. M. is very sick | mean (lke’s father). John you should see little Tommy he is just a sweet as ever....... remember his
little chubby hands...well they’re still the same. In fact all the young ones are sweet. You should see O’s children. Little Karl
is so precious. When O. and A. came up to Mom'’s the first day they brought little J. & T. with them. O. had her four and | was
there with my two. Well John you should have seen them run directly toward the chickens, ducks and pigs. Mom had the
ducks in a yard all by themselves. Well they picked up the fence from the bottom and all the ducks ran out, and they were for
ever feed(ing) the pigs. Well when K. came near the chicken coop he saw the chickens lined in a row sleeping so he remarked
to A. “Oh! See all those things in the “Cookie” Choop.”) for chicken coop. Boy John did we laugh. John, | have written two
letters to you since you’ve left the States. | do hope you have received them, for | don’t want you to think | don’t care to write,
really John we do remember all you boys constantly. | realize you’re very busy but when you have a second please tell me if
you’ve gotten my letters. I'll close John and will be praying for you until | write again. P.S. John, please let me know if it’s at

possible for you to hear the Fuller Program. | hope you can. | have him on right now. I’m thinking of you if you are listening
to him too. (May God keep you) Much Love Nancie.
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september?,; 1943

The following letter was also returned, never opened indicating John had been killed in action on
September 7, 1943 the very day that Nancie wrote this letter ; her last letter to him. Her heart was
with him on the day he died.

Dear John,

It was so nice to here from you. In my last letter | told you I didn’t hear from you. Well the very day | mailed it
| had a letter from you. So don’t mind it. | was afraid maybe | didn’t get your address correct. Well things are
turning toward fall now. I've been home every week for a few days at a time. Altho this week | don’t know if
I’ll go up. We have been canning, so have been sort of busy. They expected P. home for a few days. Mom
said Saturday that he was to come in. You see last week | came back on Thursday and Saturday when Mom
was down she said they heard from P. and he was to come in. Well today is Tuesday and | haven’t heard
anything if he came in or not. So that’s the way things stand and poor H. said in his last letter no furloughs
for him he is quite sick about it too. So are we. You see being home | just know what’s going on about mail.
| know how anxiously we wait for the mailman each day hopeing to hear from one of you fellas and Mom, you
know her. Every time a plane flies by she starts to cry. She said when ever she is in town and sees a soldier
with the same insignia that you have she thinks of you and sometimes she tells them she has a boy that has
the same on his sleeve. Of course that always starts a conversation. They want to know all about you. Poor
soul she does take it so to heart. But she always remembers you boys in prayer. | hope John you’re enjoying
the best of health. We are all well at present. | don’t have much to say because | know M. writes all the news
near home of. | know you would not want to hear stale news. Yes John, | was working for a while but | quit
for the summer. | don’t think I’'ll go back to work; not unless Buddy is drafted. You know they’re starting to
take fathers right along now even tho he is doing defense work. It doesn’t matter too much. Well one thing |
hope soon this war will be over. Well | just found out that P. didn’t come home yet. | don’t know why. | guess
W. is going to stop for me tonight. I'll write again John. With much love | close, Nancie
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March 12, 1944 S ke G, 2, et

This is an especially touching letter that | found that was sent to my Grandmother and which speaks for itself.
It is from the girlfriend of one of the crew members that died in the same accident with my Uncle.

Dear Mrs. Hrywnalk,

Perhaps | had first better introduce myself...I am Samuel Wilkinson’s girl friend and it will soon be a year
since | first met your son John when visiting Sam when he was at Bigg’s Field, Texas.

| have wanted to write a note to you ever since we received the tragic news of Sam’s death and since John’s
girl friend, Beverly, had her letters returned but as | had no idea where or who to write to have not done so.

In January | wrote a letter to the Squadron Commander for Mrs. Wilkinson to see if any more information was
available concerning Sam’s death. In this letter | asked how to contact John’s mother and fortunately the
information was available. Mrs. Wilkinson lost no time in contacting you. She sent the letter to me that your
daughter wrote and | was very interested in knowing more about your family.

In as much as Johnnie spent the last few days in the states in our home | thought that perhaps you would be
interested in knowing that Johnnie, Beverly, Sam and myself had a grand time together. We tried to make it like a
real home for them and they seemed to enjoy it, in fact they said they almost forgot they were in the army. Mother
attempted to give them good home cooked meals and keep them cheered in the mornings. Beverly and | managed
to take the afternoons off so we could have a visiting good time together. Mother, Dad and myself became quite
attached to the boys and it was quite touching to them to say “Good-by”. We were thrilled to have them with us for
a few days and do everything possible to make them happy but it has truly grieved my mother and myself that
enough time wasn’t given them to return to their homes for a visit. John and Sam both said that perhaps it was for
the best as they said it would be easier to go over seas as they were going to do rather than go home and upset
their Mothers more and make it so much harder for themselves to leave.
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| learned to respect Johnnie as a good clean wholesome boy and know he must have had a fine home life
and, Mrs. Hrywnak, you are to be congratulated for such a fine son. It is truly hard to see the boys taken from us
but perhaps we must look at death as a promotion and advancement, a chance to work on in peace and
happiness. We know our boys are not prisoners or suffering and are now out of this “mess” and in God’s care
and keeping. | feel as though it is up to me to live a life that will please those who have gone before me in order
they will keep that love and respect of me they had in this life and to keep myself worthy of meeting them in the
next world. It is this belief in a life to come that gives me courage to fight on and find joy in living.

| have a set of pictures that we took last June. | sent John a set when they were developed. If you did not
receive them with his personal effects | will be glad to have some printed for you. The pictures of Johnnie were

excellent.

May this letter find you and yours well and happy, | remain,

Sincerely yours, Carol M.
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o ACCOUNES OF CRéSH

This chapter contains various accounts of the Tragic Crash at
Jackson Drome, Port Moresby New Guinea on September 7, 1943.
Sadly, all of these accounts reflect on the Australian losses and not
the Americans that also lost their lives. They were obtained after
researching Australian War History and contacting Australians,
some of whom witnessed the crash. To date, I have not been able to
find any mention of the crash in American World War II History.



BRUCE D HOY
FIFTH AIR FORCE HISTORIAN - WORLD WAR TWO
PO BOX 249, ASPLEY, QUEENSLAND, 4034, AUSTRALIA
TEL/FAX: (07) 3264-4227 international: +61-7-3264-4227

14 April 1999

Mr Kenneth R Keisling
24 Benedek Road
PRINCETON NJ 08540

Dear Kenneth:

Thank you for your letter dated 31 March 1999, requesting details on the
death of your uncle, S/Sgt John Hrywnak.

Your uncle was indeed a member of the 403rd Bomb Squadron, 43rd Bomb
Group, and he lost his life on 7 September 1943 in B-24D Serial Number
42-40682, that crashed on take-off at Jacksons Field, Port Moresby. The
entire crew were Killed, in addition to 60 Australian soldiers from the 2/33rd
Infantry Battalion who were in trucks at the end of the runway, awaiting
movement to another airfield to be flown to Tsili Tsili as part of the
campaign that had resulted in the capture of Nadzab two days previously.
86 other Australians were injured in varying degrees.

Details of this accident are as follows:

Type of aircraft: B-24D Serial Number: 42-40682 Nickname: PRIDE OF
THE CORNHUSKERS

Mission: Reconnaissance mission of Japanese shipping lanes north of the
equator.

1st Lt Howard R Thomas 0-790734  Pilot

F/O Howard J Wood T-252 Co- Pilot

2nd Lt Ralph M Hart 0-675188 Navigator

2nd Lt Robert G McDonald 0-738996 Bombardier

T/Sgt Charles P Seip 7033077  Engineer

S/Sgt John Hrywnak 33345669 Assistant Engineer

T/Sgt Hyman Silverstein Radio Operator

S/Sgt Joel L Herndon 34082449 Assistant Radio Operator

S/Sgt Donald F Wiulcott 16075243 Gunner
S/Sgt Samuel M Wilkinson 33277954  Gunner
S/Sgt Samuel B White 14044815 Tail Gunner

The aircraft took off at 0425 hours, but had not reached sufficient altitude
before hitting a small tree and slamming into the first three trucks parked
past the end of the runway. The plane's bomb load of four 500-1 b bombs
exploded and the remains of the aircraft were completely destroyed by fire.

The exact cause of the accident was never found, although it is understood
that the co-pilot was at the controls, and failed to execute a safe departure.
It is also quite possible that the aircraft experienced engine trouble. One
diarist from another squadron referred to the aircraft either "mushing in" or
dove in after take-off, which could have been a mechanical problem, or it
could have been as a result of raising the flaps too soon, the flaps being
handled by the co-pilot. He also referred to the pilot as being Woods.

It was the largest single loss of life ever, involving an aircraft at Jackson's
Field, Port Moresby. The last remains of the destroyed trucks and the B-24
were still visible as late as 1968. Unfortunately, | am unable to locate the
slides that | took at the time and it is possible that these were lost when |
finally returned to Australia in 1988. The airport was re-developed in the
early 1970s, and all traces of the terrible accident were obliterated.

I would suggest that you contact the 43rd Bomb Group Association in the
hope that some members may be able to add further details. The Secretary
of the Association is Jim Cherkauer, and his address is 114 Thorncliff Road,
Kenmore,NY 14223-1216. Jim's telephone number is 716-875-4346.

If you would like me to delve further into my records, such as General
Orders notifying awards, etc., | would appreciate an International Reply
Coupon with your reply, to help me with the postage, as | am no longer
fully employed, and not quite old enough for a pension!

Kind Regards,

Bruce Hoy



William Bentson, an American who served in
Australia, New Guinea and the Philippines
for four years, during WWII. Today, he lives
in Brisbane since 1964 with his Australian
wife.

| was in Port Moresby at the time of this crash. It
happened at Jackson Air Strip. This was a pre-dawn
crash on take-off of B-24's. The B-24 was fully loaded
with fuel and bombs. There were 134 Australian troops,
of the 2/33rd Australian Infantry Battalion AIF, in trucks,
waiting to board the aircraft to fly to Nadzab and the B-
24 crashed right into the trucks the men were setting in.
73 men were killed and 91 injured.

The accident and loss of life was so appalling, it was
kept secret from the Australian public for morale
purposes. Even after the war it was rearely mentioned,
the 50th anniversary passing virtually without
acknowledgement. | have a clipping from the local
newspaper, dated 7 Sept. 1985 and | quote "ROLL OF
HONOR, In memory of 72 members of Don Coy 2nd 33rd
Aust Infantry B attallion A.l.LF. who lost their lives in
plane crash, New Guinea, September the 7th, 1943".

The crash virtually wiped out an infantry company -- 60
of the 73 men killed were from the 2/33rd Battalion's D
Company. It was the worst loss of the war suffered by
the battalion, which had fought in the Middle East,
Before campaigning in New Guinea. The sad part of this
crash, these men had survived battles in the Middle East
and upon returning to Australia, were sent directly to
New Guinea. The survivors were simply loaded on the
next available plane and flown off to war, and less than
two days later they were fighting the Japanese.

| went out to Jackson Air Strip, late that afternoon and
even by then the crash site was really a mess. Recovery
of the dead and aid to injured went on into the night. |
can find no truth in rumors, that the B-24 had been
sabotaged.



Michael Claringbould of Aerothentic

Publications comments:

The reconnaissance mission was flown by the 43rd BG,
not the 90th BG although the 90th were on the same
field at the time. The ship which crashed on take off
from Jacksons Drome at 0425 hrs (still dark) was flown
by 2/Lt Wood, being B-24D serial # 42-40682. It was
assigned to the 403rd BS of the 43rd BG and was named
"Pride of the Cornhuskers". The mexican saboteurs
rumour is just that. Apart form the fact that firing squad
was never used as an execution method by the US Army
at the time (hanging was), the cause of the crash was put
down to simple disorientation - easy enough in the dark.
In 1967 myself and several school friends tried to
remove one of the main u/c legs which was still there,
but we couldn't budge it as it was too heavy. The crash

site was built over by an extended runway circa 1980.
Source: www.pacificwrecks.com/people/veterans/bentson.html

In August {September?} 1943 at around 0300 (3 am), the
troops were woken and told to gather their personal
clothing etc. into haversacks, gather all equipment
including rifles, sub machine guns which were to be
packed onto trucks to reach the airfield by dawn. The 25
pounder guns had been dismantled previously, to be
flown in other planes.

The 2/4th Field Regiment was to fly to Nadzab. Prior to
boarding the DC3 (Biscuit Bombers - troop-carrying
aircraft), the convoy was held up at the end of the
airstrip. Whilst they were there an American Liberator
Squadron (B24) was to fly out and bomb Nadzab in
preparation to the 2/4th Field Regiments landing.
Several of these B24 bombers flew out, but the last one
could not gain altitude and crashed into the trees at the
end of the airstrip and exploded. Bombs, fuel and all,
just about 100 yards from the 2/4th Field Regiments
trucks, and directly above D for "Don " Company 2/33rd
Battalion - who were asleep in the bush. As a result of
this crash over 100 men died. Not the best way to start
their mission.

Source: www.geocities.com/shae2000_au/aboutpa.html



Meanwhile, the 2/33rd. A.G.T. Coy departed from
Chermside Camp on the 2nd. August 1943 bound for
Port Moresby with the specific duty of transporting the
Infantry Battalions of the 7th. Australian Division from
their camps in Pom Pom Valley to Jackson's Airstrip, five
(5) miles from Port Moresby, where the Infanteers would
board DC 3s Douglas Aircraft to Nadzab from where the
Japanese would be driven from the Markham and Ramu
Valleys. On the 7th. September 1943, whilst taking off
from Jackson's Airstrip an American Liberator Bomber,
fully laden with bombs crashed into our convoy of the
2/33rd. A.G.T. Coy with Infanteers aboard, resulting in
seventy two (72) killed and wounding Sixty Two (62)
which included 4 drivers killed and many drivers
wounded.

Source: www.iseekin.com.au/EDHS/Images/Album_1SuppCol/

Account of crash by Richard 'Dixie' Lee:

Dixie returned to the 2/33rd and in 1943 went back to
Port Moresby to take part in the Markham and Ramu
Valley campaigns. Gloria recalls Dixie telling of his
narrow escape at Port Moresby. He was transferred out
of D Company shortly before it was devastated when an
American bomber, taking off for a mission laden with
bombs and fuel, crashed on top of the men while they

were waiting to board transport aircraft to be flown to
the forward area. Dixie was one of the team sent in to
recover the bodies of the many killed, painfully aware
that, but for a twist of fate, he could have been one of
those killed or badly injured.

Source: www.dva.gov.au/commem/pngmb/bios/gloria.htm

7 September 1943 Liberator crash kills 59 Australians A
liberator crashed on take-off at Port Moresby hitting 5
trucks carrying men of the 2/33rd Battalion. 15 were
killed instantly, 44 died of their injuries and 92 were
injured but survived.

Source: www.awm.gov.au/atwar/thismonth/sep.htm



Account of crash by Harold Herman:

Approximately 4 or 5 days before my transfer to the
2/5th, a company of the 2/33rd battalion were waiting
to be transferred to the north of the island. They were
loaded in trucks at night and parked in an holding area
to await embarkation on planes early next morning. The
army, in its wisdom, had the holding area in line with the
airstrip runway. During the night or early morning, an
American B25 bomber, fully loaded with gas and bombs,
took of from the airstrip and blew up over the loaded
trucks, killing a great number and wounding with fire
and exploding ammunition virtually the rest. The strain
this accident put on the two hospitals can only be
imagined.

Source: www.fl.net.au/~hermie/hw/heh4_2.html

7 September 1943 Liberator crash kills 59 Australians A
liberator crashed on take-off at Port Moresby hitting 5
trucks carrying men of the 2/33rd Battalion. 15 were
killed instantly, 44 died of their injuries and 92 were
injured but survived.

Jacksons Field, Port Moresby. | am researching a B-24
crash that my father was involved in 1943 and would like
to contact anyone who was stationed at Jacksons Field,
Port Moresby, during September 1943. The incident
occurred on the 7th September 1943 when a B-24
crashed on take-off from Jacksons and hit a marshalling
area where troops were waiting to be flown out to
Nadzab. | would like to find out about the crew and
aircraft.

<100232.1345@compuserve.com
<mailto:100232.1345@compuserve.com>>

Brisbane, Qld Australia - Monday, October 27, 1997 at
05:21:29 (CST)

Peter Anderson




Email From: Harold Herman
To: Kenneth Keisling
January 15, 2003

2:00 PM on Thursday and am relieved to receive
your email, as | was a bit apprehensive about the
volume of information | sent, and was worried that
too much detail could upset you.

Sixty years is a long time to wait, but knowing the
detail is better than letting ones own imagination
run away.

Spoke to Phil Curry and the casualties were 60
killed, 86 evacuated to hospitals, some of course
died of their wounds, but as they were no longer
"on strength" with the 2/33 Phil had no records.
(There were two hospitals in Port Moresby at that
time both with about 1800 beds, the 2/5th in which
| was, and the 2/9th which was about 15 miles
towards the hills). The "hills" were the start of the
Owen Stanley ranges (parts over 10,000 feet) where
other units of the Australian forces (both AIF and

Militia) were the first Allied ground troops to beat
the Japs.

That campaign was is known as "The Kokoda Trail"
and much "Revered" by Australians but at that time
the survivors were publicly called "cowards" by
MacArthur.

Ken, | would like if you would to send a few words
of thanks to Phil, and rather than mail him direct if
you send him an email, via me, | will take it to him
personally.

One thing | forgot. While reading "THE
FOOTSOLDIERS" there are a lot of army
abbreviations such as RSM which is "Regimental
Sargent Major". Send me a list if you want, and |
will fill in the blanks.

Regards, Harold.

Harold's War, my memoirs of WWII, can be found at
www.fl.net.au/~hermie



They were issued on the basis of one to a platoon, one
for the 3-inch mortar, one for the vickers-gun, and so
on. Throughout this campaign they certainly were of
great service, saving the carrying of heavy gear and
enabling battalions to keep continually on the move.
Without them we would have had to wait until stores had
been leap-frogged forward. However, they were a
headache on plane moves and a nightmare to the 2 i.c.s
at all levels down to the platoon sergeants, all of whom
had to arrange for the towing. All manner of loading
variations were devised and used by the time the
campaign ended. Some just carried the platoon stores.
2-inch mortar plus bombs, some .303 and 9 mm
ammunition, two picks and shovels, etc. Others would
take all bedrolls. Still others would take all Brens. and
others again the haversacks. Some preferred to load the
carts to the "gunwales" and drag it along even though
half the platoon would be on drag-ropes. However, for
this campaign, they were indeed a welcome asset. After
we left the valley in 1944, we never saw them again.

Campaigning bivouacs were vastly different from what
we had been used to in the past. In Australia, each man
had been issued with a "tent half-shelter". Two of these
put together press-buttoned into a small low silhouette
tent about six-foot six-inches long by four-foot wide at
the base
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The day D Company was wiped out
Sixty years on, David MacDougal still finds it difficult to talk about a day in
September 1943, when D Company of the 2/33rd Australian Infantry
Battalion was virtually wiped out - behind their own lines. Members of a
platoon under his command were also among those killed when a US
bomber crashed into troops assembled at an airport before heading into
battle.

The retired lieutenant-colonel, who lives in Frankston, still carries with him
the memory of the US Liberator, fully laden with bombs, crashing into the
Australian troops at Jackson's Field in Port Moresby.

On Tuesday, September 7, the battalion was assembling on the airstrip,
preparing to fly out to join a campaign aimed at flushing out the Japanese
army from the port of Lae and the Ramu Valley.

In the pre-dawn darkness, the young men, many of them teenagers, were in
a convoy of trucks brought in to carry transport them to the end of the
airstrip. The six vehicles of D Company were among the first group to
move.

By this time US airborne operations were under way, the roar of four
bombers' resonating as they struggled to take off with their payload of four
500-pound bombs.

The troops became acutely aware of how low the US planes were as they
flew over the dispersal area. One of the bombers began spurting flames
from its exhausts as it struggled to gain height. Someone yelled, "Christ, it's
going to hit us!"

Seconds later the bomber crashed through the treetops into the convoy. A
huge fireball erupted as three of the bombs exploded. Burning fuel from the
aircraft's ruptured petrol tanks gushed out. The fuselage of the aircraft had
cart wheeled into the leading trucks, igniting the ammunition they were
carrying.

April 25, 2003

Colonel MacDougal says that when he arrived at the crash site the carnage
shocked him. "The cries of the badly burned and the sight of the battalion's
trucks reduced to a blazing mass of molten metal made the situation even
more distressing," he says.

As well as their normal issue of ammunition, the troops carried extra hand
grenades, mortar bombs and up to 300 rounds of bullets in bandoliers.

The colonel remembers the sickening sight of men whose clothes had
caught fire and the exploding ammunition. "The sounds of small arms,
grenades and mortar bombs detonating, and the stench of burning flesh will
never be forgotten," he says.

Nine members of Colonel MacDougal's platoon were among the dead; the
rest were injured.

Sergeant William Crooks had a grandstand view of the tragedy. He was
sitting on the tailboard of the last truck in D Company's convoy - which
probably saved his life.

In his history of the 2/33rd battalion, The Footsoldiers' Crooks, he recalls
how a figure appeared out of the flames, covered in burns and naked except
for his smouldering boots. In quiet American drawl (he was one of the
plane's crew), he asked: "Sir, where shall | go?" He died as he was being
placed on a stretcher not five minutes later.

None of the Liberator's crew of 11 survived. Despite the carnage, the airlift
went ahead as planned. The troops were flown to Tsili Tsili, where a rollcall
revealed: 59 Australians dead, 92 injured, some of whom were to die from
their wounds.

Roger de Lisle lectures in journalism at RMIT University.

This story was found at:
http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2003/04/24/1050777358783.html
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The following is a copy of the daily war diary maintained by the 2/33" Australian Infantry Battalion for September 7, 1943.

\
\
v
“WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY s e
Unit </ 533 aUST ILE B ’ Date denm wm‘w)ahl—u.mbun - 1945 :
Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information grvoney’iagrerny S
B2 LOuGHBY ' s
(E~¥U4) 6 0530 Bru, embus for dromes (JACESOLS,Wauls & DUSALDS) but owing to
’ unsuitable westher conditions returred to camp. .
7 0230 deveille, 0350 hrs Bn commence 0 wove 10 'dromes in convoy of

three flights. Q0430 hrs Pirst flight ready to move from wWepshalling i
yard, a Liberstor Bomber taking off from JACKS0LS 'drome lost
altitude end crashed inte resr end of first flight of convoy|which )
conteined mostly "D" Coy persomnel, KWOUR truckas completely punt,
very heavy losses sustained in personnel and equipment, TOLAL CASUALITLSS
Iv Killed, 45 Disd -;bs Injuries, 83 Evacuated ito Hospitels, 2|Trestsd
by Fld Ambulence, quginéar of convoy then proceeded to thelr
various 'dromes and empleued, lending mt  USILI USILL strip &t
intervdls during foremoon. Total fagures of personnel landed
et $olLi 241LI were 22 Offrs and 518 OEs. - '

RADLAB &8 1500 B comuencad to be ferried by plane to uADAnB., on arrival
pionesr pl. wes detached to 2/5 Fd Uoy for work om strip and|Lis treck,

408 — N.G.PPS — TMA810M,

The following pages contain a copy of the Proceedings and Report of Court of Inquiry on the accident which was conducted by Australian Army personnel.
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EPORT_CIF QO CF TRGUERY.

Ogpt G.8.RABIOUEIBACH AMLG sbh 7 oaAust Div

Qapt 2. A.FRICL HQ 35 Juat Inf 3le
Lisut D.RBA I3 18 sust Ing =de
WITIESIES Capt Red.8,8BBDOIT

Opl  F.R,.WO0D

opl 3.J.LOBIB

Cpl  K.¥.MURPHY

Opl AV O'BRIEN

Lisut O,A.BiHART

gol  HeJ.AWTHORNE

Kaj K.¥.OROZIBR .
WO L e J PALMISANO

WO 1 L.PICKERING

Qapt  C.M.B.PHAOH

Ple HeL.DAVIES

Lieut R.F.8ULZBADIER ,
cpl B.B,VARUEY |
Pte  M.G.GELDARD

) Lieut O.R.REID

Opl AP HARTLEY

.
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Ls On the morning of 7 Bep 43 a nusber of touoks conteining

- Deraomnel of 2/55 Aust Inf 3n wers marshalled st 7 Aust Div

Marshalling Area for’ emplaning of tps. Among thess ware eighteen
trueks marked wilh emplaning serial nos. MIZE to M4 1ncJ., eantain-
1ng Ppersomel of 2/33 Avet Inf =n, THe irivers of the trucks were
menbiers of 2/33 and 168 Gen Tpt Ooys. Thesé trucks were in the area
ear-merked for Marshelling for DURKNDS Aeradrome, FPHotographs
anezed to Tirst copy of these procecdings mnd marked'l *ari tgt

8ive a general ilea of this warshelling acea. The trucks hai been
Maralialled in this arewpreparavORy o HOWES to MGwibly Ares for
.nplming fm: DURANDS aromu. The omplaning w&s bart af an operstional
move by 856 Aust Inf 3ie t.o an opepstional ares.

A gpprox 0420 hrg on'7 8ap 43 a Liberator Souber with sleven:
Personnel of ‘U8 Army Alr Popce Hogk nﬁ: rnm.mnm deroirons; -

oo

petrol. The plane was natioaa by several p@gumql 111 glw =
Marshalling Asea to be Tlying vary law. When suddenly khe port wing...
apparently tipped on€of the bremches of e Frae Marked "3' on choto

e

Tio '8" then it tres Hos 4 & 3 squarely ad epeahed. Maflu‘m

arg m tha Zovmward slops of 4 swall ridge vhich is lhnm on:piela
Sketah marked '0f and is shown 48 well dn’ the sbove pligtos. ;
Immedietely Pollowing the ordsh o ldua upzqsieng ¢
of the plae flew in all directiaons,

Several witnesses gave evidence that amgs of ths enginea o bhs Soubap -
was on Fire prior %0 the craali buf $he oohsk 4s of Ehe optnich that
what tney HaR was a Tleue frowm the augmcﬂ;m-gw. -

Retarme to Thotos which are ab¥eshed 50 the £Aret eopy orf the
prooeaiings ml marked 'Z' to '11Y inel wim W the parts of the
Plens gsosttered in varions iicectioha: "ﬁz adﬂbi:m‘m thigs- petrel.

Was Sprayed over a large area and ec:tms:wo fives ocouFad. Five' l@wh
Nos 1045 to 1049 inel caughb fire: 813 were it by eg,niymg mzm

soured snd parta M

+

¢




of Lhe wxroplina.

TFon® of sacse oo ndde shaddl L vae puotos, lae szanlil ol dusving
paar tudal o.i¥e Peldalacl L. Uadsge Tivs traciny Joiov eltiier willed
cubrl kit or injuwel. i total nuber o _ustraliun persopnel

killed ountri ht wes 1b. I oildigion - liave sinss 1lal of Lajfaecdies,

L

92 were injured and alulitted tc hospital end present Indiceblons ore
that wost or theae will secover, In aldition all nieven ueilbers of
the crew of the Livoritor were killed. e cepuil iiniedictely
dJetonsted three of tlie Louwbs, two distinet explosions {aking plsce
and the fourbth boumh not exnleling. waed lately See tlhe erash and
axplosion etteumpts .ere wade to et near bthe lixtedicte vicinliy of
the ceashh §0 extric te injured anxi deal bui 1t wes impossible o do
50 owing to the fierce blage. a nunber of injured with their cluthes
@d egpt on fire got turouzi tue blaze bheuselvas mul were ygiven
what assistance mnd First gld fhiet was postlble iii thot aeeas

Capt SEDPCH ‘Book proupt steps to eell welical assistence an.i
aubulances, a larre number ol both of which was an (e spot in a very
shost tiue.

All injurel were Litsedlstely taken either to the 2/5 Akl or the

/9 AG with exceptiqu of 2 wen who wore Laken to 3/ Aust P1 b i
2 aen who wers tolten 0 u Uda hespital, blie labter not veing in e 16
eonililon to oe moved.

Proupt action was also tcken by Cept SEDDCI to obtain Lire-fighting
egpt waleh was on the gpesne in a short ti.e.

aaamitiony contioned Lo explode wnd the Tievce blame continvel or g
period of about one hour, =l sl the ea.c_-lieat: weuent, having: due
resard o conslierations of reasonable sefety, thie remelning bodies
all of yhou vere dead, and tite wejority of whow .erc wubllabed ond
chwrpred so a5 Lo vauder rocognition iupossivle, woire e tiricsted froa
the trucks ad bie wrza lua2ddolely swwowwilin, dliew wid placed 1n
enother truck.

ill posaiple atepa sore telien fu wind sny evidence to enaole

recomition ov b ooilege he pest gowmi ox bDoiles, possivie under
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the circumstsences, wss male on the spot. Eleven men were extricated

early in the morning but it wes not poesible to extricate s -further
five owing to the continuance of fires, tmtil later on in the
morning. All these boaiea‘née sent to 2/6 AGH end wrrengements made
by the pospital for em seccurate cownt of the mutileted bodies.

All possible attempts were maie to gather further information which
might heal t0 the identiflostion of my of the boiies.

 The following persomel died 8 & result of injories received i=

Ho Renk dgme ¢ lndt

NX 89776 Pte GAMMATIL - Ao 2/33 sust Inf Sn
QU 58360. " HLCOH J.? 2/53 n " "

£ 18491 " WORKMAR ReJe 8/85 v w n
QX 34862 " SHIKLS Red. 2/33 n ow o
vZ 113110 ¢ Lo ADZRAT ReE. 9/B5 v oo
8X leorr " SWIND D.V. 2/58 w0 w
VX 80414 " HIIGOOD H 2/33 v v
VX 77454 " WILION ] 2/38 * w
WX 97042 s SEITH W 8/88 v v »
NX le288L M SKITH Q.H.3B, 8/38 v w a
WK 32179 ] G00K Lede 2/88 v v @
DX 81 " LACTRILL g 8/85 " w n
NX 36851 " HICKBY J.7. 2/33 n» n w
HX 59846 '" JUALLEY Bed. 3/88 » w
N 199319 Br KRARIYWES Vel 158 Anst Gen Tpt
NX 80187 Pte -  DEVEIPORT RoL. 8/33 Aust Inf Bn
X 50554 " 87 ARPOH 3, 2/35 wm w a
X 95056 o MYERS Ad. 2/85 vt m
HX 37168 A/Opl KBS M.V B/ r w wm
VX 68750 Pte ROBERTS B P 2/33 n won
8X 17756 1/0pl  LEWI3 B, B3 v o "
X 81838 ©Pie RICE Hede 8/a8 n ot w
9§ 7356 o Ao@GROI J 8/ " n

X lggesg HeLEWD O.K. 8/38 o u
HKBETTO u HUGHES EoL43. 8/36 w v u
VXB615 apl SHow 8,4 2/38 v w w
WLbgsY  ACpl  WESTON o 2/ " u u
¥ 256189 Dr PAZANIC TV 158 agst Gen Tpt
8X 18067 Pte %m C,J. B/33 Aust Inf Bn
SX 17640 Pia E.AeGs 2/58 W % u
NX 8958 L/Opl  PRARSQN Roileids  8/33 v w w
VX 81436 pte I GARVEY u 8/35 . n a
V7747 1/Cpl 44D R 3/35 n wm  u
NK 46668 Pte 0 'RBGAN oo, g/as w w w
X 96065 u PABIT QX H.R. 2/88 w0 u
VK 80974 ¢ RICHARDIUR JeRa 2/35 + d
3X 8149 - BHYAKVELL - AL, 2/38 v o
DX 116 " 8TEY Al . 8/88 v v
3% 28956 " HARVEY Dede 3/33 w0 n
NX 8CIRL - BRBIBLUEIOX F.X. g/53 n moow
VX 76976  » BIRD RF- /35 v .w on
QX 1588 W0 11 REIFKE - JeRe 9/33 w W u
QX33623 Pte * LoOGREGOR D 2/38 v w w
XK :iese. " 81T P.R, 2/35 v wow
8¢ E9563 ot LORG g -

A.C, 2/65 0w w
MK 37084 " THOMPSON X J.0. 8/53 w w- wm
The Court hes been informed ainae t
ot 40 he takin: of evije "

mm :P_ga Tmm IT.O. h\‘a ﬁa{. = or eviijeo ﬁhﬂ..‘

==t - =
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_,*‘:. oA %
L the fo‘llﬁ?]fﬁ_,. perscmnel, all of whan g:rehg en the soens. oﬂ?
~gb fhe fimg jz}, quagtim, sre miseing + e . Jﬁeiﬂ!emh'

o Renlc ieme Mnif
v‘llgw Gapt PERGUSTY F.3. 2/58 Aust Ind
WELETEL Ete TAZD GoTra. Eﬁ’ga'.ms gl
X790 . DUTALD R 2/a3 o i
WOBO9L i e DALY g 2/s5 w v oW
AxB7EYT i 2WID Rl /35 4 v u
IWQ‘? " SPEAR Jede 2/33 v v #

R DALIMG Al /s voo0om T
mxwua u WHITTLE: TaZi g3 w onu
KXBE058 # QUIRN JuDe 8/g3 v w wm
QESLes w HIEHOIR 3 Cu /33 4w
TXET009 " FIELDER Wala g/3s w w w
Ixla7065 o WEBSTRR o 30 p/B3 maw
HXS7385 " ShADE B.H, a/ga v o

The follaw'.'mg Jpersonagl, in ﬂaigj\m to ‘thdse WhO dled
a8 'a pesrlt Of the weig!.@, 9 Were m;}msea

porestolivg Spl ROSE Had B/3S mst Im:' I
BEAS Phe B4nTS a.8. :KB; S .‘
X643 Bgt MADKAY W W 2/55 u n u
FELSTO9Y Ple VILLA 8/85 w4
V0997 Pte ROBLNBOR g W b
¥X33024 L/opl  9TBELE woown s
158095 Gpl - BRICE W o
THBA6042  Ple. HORAN TN
-ExX31808 o GATR wooowmoow
IHE8208 a4 DATLEL W
BxILREY Tieut BUTIRCGIN oW w
QLHLOZE Pie BETVE TR R
WX4ELS3 M WAL ieo.m ne
mﬁ%o . jl' POUOCK : P S
N34090 Liauh LT A ART B hia 2/58 0 T
RLL2925 gapt LEFTCHELL B4 Eﬁ’ss [
[E28980 Lieut S ADHROVE B ofEs 9w onom
QASEYS: Pbe z  OUIDOH 3 P B
NXBBES, = Pte WEIZ2LEE mooom
VU7 L OLARKE. W oW W
) mgﬁ%» “ PRESTOM i W
QL6067 Bgh GMA.'%Y W W
mlegd7d  Ple. UBUROLE W,
HE9680e  Pte HAII 0K w oo
BOLEE i YeGHIY T
%6595 gpd RTRBUNL, woonom
B0 Bte DUGNEAN woow
HE8s 1 I3 i g8y2u8. " TR
TEB7204 # BURTELE woooB oW
1X3a768 2. THITE WoooW
QoS dRle " TIDIURY, roonou
RIB167G ol WATB UL TR Y
107081 . OLRRE n "ot
1@@&?@9‘ .. RIGT 13 uooa
198160 v BYAS wooow
Y. JOHNSLON oo
" BYRES " W
Rl g FEADE I TR )
QES6625 o TENGLAR i non
|x & WITELS: K 2438 w0
W BUBKELL O
w DUMEEH PO, -B/ES " i
bt FERULEY L, 2/55" Anst a«m Dt
. HARBHALL Dads 8/83 Aust Taf B
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No Rank Name .. Unit
MX92691 Pte FURNANOE A 2/33 Aust Inf Sn
VX1.05883 " DURIE — F.L. 2/33 » n
NX3005 u S5 ALLBROSS J 2/35 v nm
NX37336 onl DRANE .. ... AB.A 8/38 nm 0w
NX46015  Pte HARLEY W.8, 3/68 v nm
NXP7806 " TRIPP J.G, 2/54 m w
181163 . GCLLINS My, B/338 v v
Q3154 " HORYL 0% HF, 8/8% n  u
SK18075 " HALFORD W 3/33 v w u
HXEB9628 " BYROW - J.b., 3/38 . w n
WBB6 44 " FEWL:AS B.R, 2/33 n v om
NLOU?TE " GARNCH _ » 2/83 . mw
VX136068 " LILLEY Wed, 2/58 v w a
QL38503 " GARREDT A 3/55 n»  w
mm ] ORAWFOLD M. H, 2/33 " ] 1
8X1L7638 n LITHEOW Wely, 2/83 u w n
HX99084 " RALSDON R.F, g/33 # mw n
VX113133 " CALLANDER Dobar 2/33 n n m
Nxaos8a7 opl HAMTLTON H 8/33 v nm m
8X1618 Pte MUNRO AR, 2/33 v w
VX91383 " DOWUHOUE H 2/38 . uw
NX93130 " ALBXANDER . W.T, 9/33 ®* n u
QX24656 L/opl LEWIS ME, 2/33 n e n
8X18018 Pte LIG J.N, B/33 v u w
NXBE2367 u TURNBULL L., B3 v n oow
QXBB531 " LORE AN M 8/83 n m
NX150589 Dr DONOVAN E,R. 158 Aust Gen Tpt
QBe58 Gpl TINNING W 8/83 Aust Inf
QX99674 Pte JOSEPH : TeW.A. S/38 w. w n
HX44673 # MacHURRAY BFs 3/33 " n w
VX134806 " Lo DERMOLT J 8/88 = w
QUB9660 " 8TEZ B.J. 2/33 = n n
MQ u" WARING N 2/33 It L] "
NXBBARY “ MUSGRAVE d.h. B/33 v uw n
NX56395 " RLLIS BF.Co 2/33 n
QEBELTS u SWaAYN ».C, 8/383 v w =
NX41651 u GORMAL 0.H, 2/35 % un n
VX2929 Sgt 3ROK J. T, 8/85 v uw u
NXB10O4 L ORCCER W 8/35 n t o
NXab067 ACpl LATNG b i 8 ./55 0 1 "
312307 8/8gb HENS0HEE K.A, 2/33 v
IX269536 Pte GILWEY A 2/35 v
W.88155 w BYLL CeBe 8788 v v
N256,180 pe BIT.KMAL J.A.  158.4ust Gen Tpt
HX97019 Pte BATLEY #.8. B/33 aguet Inf ™
Nxgoezg - ¢ TDNBOK Cud, 2/33 n m
NXBO529 " LAWCH F.P, 2/343 v n
HXGE916 br SMALL 8.J, 2/38 Aust Gen Tpt

Of these NX55916 Dr. SMALL 8.J. of 2/35 Aust Gen Tpt Goy, wes injured
ai 1lols-hrs on 7 Sep 43 as the result of a further explosion of
amumition.

AAF D lls are sttached for all deai and injured.

The Court is of the opinion, after rceviewlng tie evidence and
considering the oircumstances, thet sll these wembers shown as wissing
have been burled but not identifiedl. The Court is also of the opinian
that the agbove containg full paciiculars of all casualbies.

As to the missing personnel the Court mekes the following comients
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15:. econneabion with three wembars showa in the list of deaths -

(a) FX39846 Pte BRALLEY K.J, of /55 Aust inf im, was ilentified

at 2/6 AGH and his body was teggel with his number, neme end mitb,
but apparently the beg dlaappesreld during tranait and his body was
buried as milentified. Pie SHALLEY dled at 2/9 AGH on 7 Sep 43

as a pesult of injuries.

(4) 8X17640 PrE UILLER K.A.3. of 2/33 Aust Inf in wes one of the
sixtesn boiies taken to 3/6 AGH a8 unidentified but was subseguenily
ijentifiel at 2/5 A3H from his reglmental number remaining on the
reaments of a geiter on one of his lsgs.

(e) N256189 Dr.TARANTO J,V, of 158 Aust Gen Upt Goy was subseguently
identifisi by haj.CROZIER, Lis was one of the sixtsem bodles taken
to the hespital as midentified.

(a) '*he Court is of the opinion that one of Lhe sixteca bodies teken
to 2/5 AGH a8 unidentified was that of a weuber oI the anerican Alr
Grew. Only ten men were positively identified by the americsns,

and after cansidering the evidence of Lieut SULZLACHER or U3 Arms,
the Court is of Lhe ¢pinion chat only midentifisble fragnents of
limbs wers taken by the Americans t0 wmeke up the eleventh weuber

of thes crew. while Lisut JULZBACHER 414 nci posibively give

evidence tc¢ this effect, only swmall fraguents of limbs ware taken %o
preprasent. the eleventh body, and the Ocurt ia of the oplnion that this
is a resscyable conclusion Lo acvrive at, hewing regerd Lo all the
faots sni particularly thet the number talllies with thal of personnel
missing rrom tueir wita. A careful check hes been made of all wmits
liksly to hwé‘?ﬁy personnel in tha Mershalling Area ab the

releveant btlme.

The principal causes of death were shock and burms. “he principal
injuries were shock end burms, end wounis cawed by flying fraguents.
All deatns end injuries vere caused, elther direcily or :Ln&irect.ly,
as the result of tiie asroplene ershh.

ALl membara, killed, injurei snd missing were on July. dembers of

the Gen Tpt Ooy were on Jduty driving trucks containing perscrmel
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" .preparatory to emplaning. All other perseanel,leal, injorel or missing
were on duty preparstory to their emplaning to prosesd o an

eperaticnal ares.

fhe Court is orf the opinion thet there was no negleo’, wisconduct,
esrelessness or failure to observe any ect, reguletion,order or
instruction on cthe pert of sny ¢f the wenbers desdl, wissing or

injured, or on tha part ol sy oltler person or persdns.

¥OU516 Dr KEARINES V.W. and N2356180 Dr.8ILEKAY J,A. werd employed
on uctive service in llew Buines and were called up for continuous
full time service. ALl other memlers deal, missing or injured were
enlisted for rull ulue sarvice outslle Australia.
Zaus |

AAF G 43 merked exhibits 'A' to 'B' inol give panticulers of
demage to che brucks reterced to therein. The sause of the dmmege
to Lh.e trooks Jes uhe aeroplems crash.
Cenaral

The Court gave careful canslieration Lo the choice of the site of
the kershalling ares and wale an extensivs reccomnaissance of ofher
arsgs which mipht huve baen considersd sultable as a site for the
Marshalling area. 'The Qourt inupecbel other sites which hal been
somsidere. by Capt SEDDH snd other officera before Llip area in
questicn was chosen, Ia ths Sowd's opiniun the cnly aress inspetted
which might heve bean more sultable so & iecsholling srea werg either .
alreal¥ iu clocupation of troops, or were haelng usel a8 Znnps which
hel ¢lrueedy buoi .ell eabeblishel, Having regard o the numneroua
u;:naiel_m‘aticna whieh hai toc Le borns in mini in Glie choles of such
en area, the Court is of the opinion, lecking et the uabter in
retrospect, and being vise cfter the svent in the llghi of the
gecident, that the only Arswbegl to the area chosen, 46 that it is in
the 4irect line of flight of siroreft baking off from JACK3ONs drome.
The Gowrk i1s, however, of the opinion thet this fact could not
seazanably be expected Lo be baken into consiiarstian in the light of

ofher faof ora,
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>
- ¥iratly very lerge nombers of acroplemes buks off Joully from bhe obove
dpoma without wighap, Secomdly the sershalling ,fea 18 approximstely
helf o mile from the extreme end of the rumvay. Thirdly, the area
is approxiumtely 35 feeb lower then the eige of the suawsy. Phote:
No.18 showa ‘he view from fhe end ¢f the runway looking HowWerd the
Barshalling arsa. -
The Conrd snisavoura) bo obbtain some mxplanation as te bhe caisa of the
comeh but 13 of thae opinion that Lt will ﬁﬁﬁ?/ﬂ uystery. There is, !
however, evidence that it was wnlikely ©é be the result of engine
allurg., ‘The pllob hal cous.dergble axparience gni there is pno-
gviiends of any ndglect on his part.
At tihe bime or the cruash there wes nob the slightest dgegtes of panic
m:g averyone who was uble to 3o Bo Jid what they sould to sesist tha
injured. Considesable presence of mind end initiabive on tha part
of the memuers present no doubt vonuributed largely to minlmising

Injuries and aaving lives.

I'..l...il-.l‘ill_.‘.n‘tlbl'.Pmmm
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o CHREND 0§ OF ENENES
«SIPPORY NG DoAIMNES

This chapter provides a chronology of events and supporting
documents beginning with John’s enlistment.
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JUNG, 1142

Clipping from the local Scranton, Pennsylvania newspaper with information about the
whereabouts of the local enlisted men. | have been struck with the timeliness of the newspaper

articles which appears to indicate that the military was efficient in its communication to the
general public.

It is unclear why some of the names are underlined.

10 From H:e Enroll
At Army Air School

Ten youths from this region
are enrolled in the Army Air
Forces Technical Training Com- :
mand School at Keesler Field
Bi}ﬁfi, Miss. '

ey are: FEdward Mo daal- -
13 » Clarks Summit; Apthony
S. iz, Dickson City; Charles

. elonis, Honesdale: John
fhmak, Moscow; William
Hudik, Ifichael Prysiash and
Joseph A. Cheplick, all of Oly-

phant; Harriso . as and
Gaetgy EoToimete beth "o
Scranton, and Robert G. Kirby,

West Pittston.




Nk 20, 1742

Three Grade cards for courses taken while at Army Air Forces Technical School at Kessler Field.
A.M. stands for Aviation Mechanics.

same_ A EYwhak John v gﬁg;m’ﬂou f / pate___ & / <0 / G dihe.  vuow T
COURSE _ AM Y S s Zgig'élcu - 90 . cuassNo. . o ™ g - /’0 e e e B SO

sussect. /) d k__a.;'zkf_f_c_s.___‘_ e . FINAL GRADE._._._ Vf  wsteucror My VoL . Do v7 AEREY

| AHC =& {7/ ' 32/
name ARy WA K John, ¥ . b L S’éﬁg'z"”“’" DATE T/~ ¥

COURSE A N - il gg:g;tcm. g‘b CLASS NO. d - 8 —/0

svneer__ A = L e R E s b _ FINAL énnnzﬂ wstructorn. MA  RPonilz KY s

.f"} oy

31

nave_ HRYwrak Jehn : Eéﬁgéﬂ“ﬂo" gﬁ L.é DATE. ? //-J _/9‘ -2;
course__ A - M , QEQSECAL A&Q__ cLAsS No.___=2 = - e /0
suaJECTJMMQ.A{ZL_-__%’ P o FINAL GIIIRA_IDE ﬁg /[ insTrRucTOR -5:/55t' ﬁ/’? oC l;’ ve
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J’-\rmg Air Forees Techniral Schonl

o il known hal
private dobn Drgmak, 3334306GY,
Air Curps inassioued

has satisfactorily completsed ha coune for
- b +
Airplane Hechanics
. frooa lead i";y tha & j'”‘ General rﬂnnff}( v Forcss
Fachnicad :7m¢fn«':g" Command arnd y(:w‘ewr al

Feenler Hield, Miss,

I lestimony whereot and by virtoe of wesded authority I
o conger epion Aim this

DIPLOMA

Brvers o this % daay. of Lovenber

in bhe your of cur Sord ore thawsand nine hundvocd and forly i

/UmLCcC A\

T
OBERT E.M. GOOLRICK
Coconre, Ain Comes
Counanoas Orricen

No\GARERel 4, 1742

412 T.S.S. FL-D BK-2
Air Corps Technical School
Keesler Field, Mississippi

Diploma indicating
John completed a

course in Aviation
Mechanics
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& \142 412 T.S.S. FL-D BK-2
Air Corps Technical School

Keesler Field, Mississippi

Diploma indicating John

completed B-24
Familiarization School

@echnical Training Command

B-24 FAMILIARIZATION SCHOOL
B it hmoewn Hhost

Pvt. John lrywnek

o mff.ygrn(nn{y remfileted (e rowvie
ﬁmﬂﬂ‘u/ af:,; the )ﬁ-m’; how Forces and Given al
ARMY AIR FORCES TRAINING DETACHMENT

CONSOLIDATED AIRCRAFT COMPANY
S fesdimon y whereaf’ and by nirlue of wested awlhorily S

o conger wpon Aim dhis

=—DIPLOMA=——

Giwan on this 1648 day of Decerber
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JANUARS 23 1142

Par 1, 80 420, Hq, HAGS, Harlingen, Texas, 1~23-L3 (Continued)

HEADQUARTERS

EARLINGEY 4RHY GUIHERY SCHOOL ' .T0 DE STAFF SERGEANTS (Cont'd)

94

HARLINGEN, TEXiS Pvt HGMINIS, lester E. 34307168 Pvt MILLER, Edwin P. 3o8h78ll
X ) Pvt MILLER, Palmer D, 33232508 Pvt MOREY, Thomas J. z2142hel,
SPECIAL ORDERS) . , Jenuary 23, 1913 Pvt MULCAHY, William T. 39391717  Pvt NELSON, Oscar 4. 3726LL90
; : s Pvt NORRELL, James T. 3hz5084, Prt OAKES, John T. 31118768
HUMBER 20) vEEREEEET s ¥l L, ﬁ CUENS, Barton W. 1121573 .. Pvt PARK, Gordon L. 31095576
£ “1. The folsnamed B}, AAF, unasgd, atehd (C1 B) to 476th Pt PLANT, ﬁ%:::: ](l;mi} =110 : %ﬁﬁ §;ﬁmrr&?m%1r‘uﬁﬂfm_ ﬁfgg‘?
Flexible Gury Tng Sg, having graduated this date fr derial Gary Sch, are sgt BEG:'\H James fi. 68,7799 © Pvt RUBIN. Lo ? ' . 3351 7
promoted to temp grades indicated: (Authi AR 615-5, as amended; Lir, Prt ‘RUFFTO. Louis. 5 31143793 Prt SCHOQ}BER“E; = ol 351590
Hg, &AF, Wash, D.C., Sub: "Rutmgs of Enllated Graduates of tho Amy Air Pvt 8T, JEm‘t Ray 'né'L 3983073 £ e
Forges jierial Gunnery Schoocls", dd 7-20-42). b (s s 307 : *35L06951
Pvt STONEY, Richard I. 1108786 Pvt STIBBENS, Carl T. &2alall,
Pt . ; Pvt TERRY, Geerge V. 181 Pvt TRUDELL, Herold C. )
‘ oL ] : Pvt DECKIR, Robert G. . 3228LL76 " = Pvt BARTO, Louis F. f?ﬁ%ﬁ%‘i
Pvt ADAMS, Johnnie U. Uaalsl2 Pvt AMDREFS, Robort Ce 332hch00 i £ :
Pvt ARKIN, Sam (nmi) 32150068 Pvt RAKER, Paschall W,  1815L656 3 ;
Prt BALFNTINE, William C. 31;12%5 Pvt BATES, George R. ;1542323!9; s < T0 BE SERGEAITS
Pvt BERG, Paul C. : 0 Prt BISHOP, Clyde D 12 : e ——— :
ol s NRRERR. L e e b i, L s Cpl FLEMING, Gilbert g, 30234015  Bvl FRAVK, Oharles B.' 17042063
Pvt CLREY, George We 39095525 Pvt CHAREST, Hervin R. 31110587 Pvt LOEHR; Frank B, 19015166 Pvt TAYILR, Bradloy J. 36221815
Pvt CHIARIRI, Prank (nmi) 32100756  Pvt CLOMRRA, Nicholas D. 32393571 Pvt TRIMBLE, Richard C. 37429585 Pvt KINSEY, Charles F, 1315208,
Pvt CICERALE, Saverio hs 32449980~ Pvk CONTO, Albark Ge ;5893 Pvi HOODY, Robert L. 39260622 Pvt BUDSBANOVISKI, Eugene $.16127725
Pvt COOK, Burnell A, 35201711 Prt GRONCH, williom Be  321h2olly Pt JESSEN, Robert (mmi) 3618093 Pvt PRESTCN, Robert R. 17061007
_Pvh CRAWRORD, Hemry J» — —39%BIT— — FvT CUTLER, David La 15102350 Pvt De "HOFF, LecRoy Ve 3722LLL6 AR OEE
Pvt DACHOWSKI, Bmil J. . 31140025 Pvt DALTON, John J, ° 12126323 . R e e et
Pvt DYARCY, Charles B. 11072523 Pvt DLVIS, Charles i.,Jr. 34128898 * By order of Colonel MORGAN: | LAY
Pvt DJMAL, Jack (nmi) 32ll6121 Pvt ERICKSON, Bertil B, 3328286 g !
Prt ESPOSITO, Gennarino M. 32076163 Pvt EVENSGH, Jerome i. 36253337
Pvk FIRNER, Delfayne N. 16108301 Pvt FONG, Thomas (nmi) 1212]529 :
Pvt FORD, Bdward H. 32078050 Prt GAGHON, Iouis H. 31150086 M. E. RABEDELU
Pvt GALLAGHER, John R. 3328l532 Pt GEISLER, Deleie B,  .37373L10 Major, iir-Corps
Pvt GOTTSCHLING, John C. 15102115 Pvt (REFNELL, Rebort L. 32380739 Adjutont
Pvt GRIME, Geme C. ilqioen'fgga Pvt GROVES, Charloes W ;34282133 omrxcmL
Pvt GRUBES, Ralph R., Jr. 1L407LL63 Bvk FLNEERRY, Charles L. 76728
Prt HARMON, Virgil R. 38174105 Pvt HASSING, Filbert H. 35309147 T \&I's-ﬁ-e-da.‘-a.a-
Prt HATCHER, We Re, Jre 38172903 Pvt HAYWOOD, Lrthur We  35L32LSL 1. E. RABEDEAU
Pvt HENDERSON, Jaok (nmi) L5l Prt HESKETH, James G 15104569 ‘Major, Air Corps B
P‘\'rb HESSI.ER Eerman Ba Pvt HOMITZ, sinthony S. 33345637 P - Ad jutent
; ok, (oo Pvt HUBBARD, Jokm s 31279839 L 5
Pv‘l'. mmams Jool R. : 2 bk HUEBERD. - Pudley it —32hi6895 . 3
L EAl H. O 58L73065 Pt JENNINGS, Howord C. 13080081 - £ ok %
P\rb JOUES, Jomes A, 181064592 Pvt JONES, Roger Ha 13072980 AR e R e = -
Pvb KALTE, Thomas V. 13086180 Fvt KELLEY, .Fred C. 34331551 . :
Prt KHOURY, Michael (mmi) 38185605 Pvt KIRBY, Robort Ge 13081567 o
Pvt KROMER, Edward E, 13080392 Pfo KUHN, Harold Ea 12016263
Pvt LASFER, Prancis (nmi) 12092713 Bvt IE/RY, Trumen C. 333166L8
Prt LETNFIELD, Rex E. 16085:;&% Pvt LINDSAY, Borden H. 31;15'?‘5%
pvt LOER, Chnrles R. 15102 Pvt WAOLICK, Feter S. 333451 . Qi ot
Prt MLRTIN, Russell E. 3681015 Pvt MoMILLIY, Arthur G, 31153@2& Note: Six months after enIIStIng,
) John was promoted to Staff Sergeant 3




JANUARS 25 1143

TURRET OPERATOR’S QUALIFICATION CARD
Gunner's Name HRYWINAK, J. _ Ranl:_S/_Sg@N_BBBhSéag

Graduated from _'Hf_ﬂ_];" J-_:!-p-_g_eﬁunnuy School Date 1 /_ 23 _Z _u.j & Today, John graduated
- : from Harlinger Gunnery
This Gunner is qualiFiad to operate the Followmg turretss o s . School that was located in

Texas.

Card issued by 39th Bombardment Group, Davis-Monthan Field

Date:_3/30/43 .

02 Bombe Sq. Davis-Monthan Fd. Tucson, "':.izx.
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FORRIARG 22, 1143

,_.:;,{‘;,. .
L .
,;.?-.,_

The management of the Gacomd' G’wae

e
cordially invites gou to attend oug -

11th Annual Bfrthday Dance; |
to be held MON. FEBRUARY 22nd, 1943 -

——

This Ticket Will Admit You Free of Charge
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_ Hrywnak, John

T M0 r.—--)-.‘ BYNT S ™
B N R A LAl i
a= 3= e TT
LEST BIme FLTET NEmE Aaly

APRRL 2, 1143

Date John received his last
immunization shot for cholera,
having previously been given
shots for smallpox, typhoid,
tetanus and yellow fever.

07T ViCCINES
. T R T " LS TP
j R NGNECT OGS

Dge ol Vec ) Datle
Wonn 4TS

LoOD TYP!

97



APRRL 11, 1143

Affidavit

Commontuealtly | of Pennsyluania

55, Grandma was a
@ounty of La’cmam widow with three
, o b , of her four sons in
Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, .. .516880k861 the Arm This
a <Juctice of the Peace of the said Counity, Katrin HNrywnak Y-
) was an attempt by
who being duly sworn according to law, doth depose and say, ‘
- i dow . . & ) . 180 Aarer &4t . her to have Harold
Whyt She ie a widow, and owns a farm containi.ag 109 acrcs,situate in th e .
Towneghip of Springbrook, Lackawanna Co,Pa, and that she lives on same,and dlscharged from
has three Scnre in the U § Army,, and thal she hereby requests that one of the Armv to hel
them, Harold Hrywnak, be rclecased fromw said Aimy Service,so he can return y P
to and help her opevate raid farm, as it is impossible for her tc do so her manage the

with cut nelp,and that she thinks that he would be of greater scrvice to farm. This request
1iis Country, working on the farm and raising food to help feed the Army

than where hesis, kecauge if the farms arcnot @perated, there may ve a was not granted.
shortage in [dod : !

]

anrd further Depoivwnt saith not.

Pwors drnd subscribed before me
this 1°0th day of April
A D19 45
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3 lo } SPEC IAL MESS / a e
s ' 3 -

THIS entitles the above |
1amed person to eat the ¥uORK
r;e;hl_ at Consolideted Mess, 1
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M 22, 1943

This indicates that on this
date John was physically
qualified to fly above
30,000 feet.

Biggs Army Air Field was
located in El Paso, Texas.
When World War Il began
it was expanded by a $10
million construction
program. In the summer
of 1942, it became
headquarters of the

sl AR B S M Al PR W'?g ) AR R SR N S KR i B 1 e e s e s s | .
Examinations | Class ‘ Date | Signature of Flight Surgeon | ' Station |  Remarks” 'i Z\évrirr‘:]:rfg aBr?(;n tt;.leg
Gl |2 ' el A28 §, Sixteenth Bombardment
i for.ﬂ;in.g' . - ,E Operation Training Wing:
_ — : B-17, B-24 and B-29 crews
Qualified for flying ’ﬁl — g: trained there.

: ' First ' | Second | Third
Smallpos | 7/9/48 Inmune WA
Triple typhoid c m?/%fqz . ]

‘Warvens:

; L

o 8
. - INITIALS OF

BEACTIONS) MEDICAL OFFICER o
K s ;-
&
w0

4. AR S R e R

7
L

; INOCULATIONS AND VACCINATIONS | EXAMINATIONS FOR FLYING

Cholera

Anlitcianﬁs_ _ﬂl (1% /P :

Yellow fever . -. f/e ,

Trobws - VA |4

P P74 SEal.

; {1 T E“." 16—62808-1 .i
i il e sl s oo P IR oo 2ol i e s o, B8 ai |
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M 8 1143

Today, John was given an eight
hour pass to be absent from duty.

e 3

|
W EOME WD LT qqupmm CPARALTCAS _ \ |
S4ES ETRNILE HEARER | TO E3 ABSENY FHOM DUTY

I ed L4 ?54 %3‘
i (T -me) 3 Date

( e a...-c.r, % ".‘-fl";.‘.car]
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JUNG 221145

John authorized a $50.00 per month allotmemt of his i inni
_ | pay to be made to his mother beginning on July 1, 1943, two months b i
Was it because he was going over seas? Was it because he was making more money as a SST and c}cl)uld affo,rd to do it? efore his death. Why now.

% AUTHORIZATION FOR ALLOTMENT OF PAY
v (See AR 35-5520)
g Hrgpooo® SOl (1a1) L S/3% Ar core
pur] (Last name) (First name) (Middle initial) (Army serial aumber) (Grade) (Company, regiment, or arm or service)
v officer . ¢
0 The *{ i ‘d } named above hereby authorizes a Class S .
- Lenlisted man { Type of alletment)
=Y iy = .
g allotment of his pay in the amount of 5-_‘?:,‘,2.‘_"_‘_" ______________________ per month for —.o...._ Ay months commencing
w 1]
"g __,,,,,---_____-31.};‘:‘;.’__:3“ ____________________________________ s 19.31*{‘:__, and expiring ... 111_‘1' _____________________________________________ L 19
—
1 ) premiums deducted from pay for month OF oz mmnneoeos TN , 19
T ATy TTene { icable to Class N insurancgonly (sec. IV, Cir. No. 100, W, D., 1942))
80 nering (T) Hyyvenak ‘ﬁﬂ ‘3"3 o _cf.ie_é_pajg 77777 1 ’},’_:1.;,_ e .
E N (Name of allottee} (Number and strect or rural route) (City, town, or post office) (State )}
0 08 10 o mmmmmmmmmmm i smmammmmememm—ememosoonosmnsssemsosooroomoooronnteen T Rl R -
d (Name of alternate allottee) (Number and street or rural rogtg) (City, town, or post office} (State)
g Date of enlistmeant __,-___f_l‘f:‘f_‘?___? _________________________________________ , 19.%2. When other than “Finance Service, Army" is affected,
gn state allotment chargeable oo Relationship of allottee MO¥ROX ...
a (Applicable to individual allottees only)
‘B If allotment is in favor of a bank, the following is required to be stated: Deposit should be made to the credit of—
I —————
B (Name) (Relationship)

(Statement below not applicable to Government insurance)

I hereby state that the purpose for which this allotment is granted is solely for the support of wife, child, or dependent relatives; or if made for the
payment of life insurance premiums, the insurance {including endowments and/or twenty {or other) payment policies) is on the life of the allotter only;
that the insurance constitutes the major and not a merely Tncidental or collateral element of the transaction ; and that the allotment is made in favor of
the insurance company issuing the policy and not in favor of a bank or other agent.
place A By Herington, RKoupss

(Signature of allotter)
. Tuge .2, IS4S Jun Lg‘;
Entered on service record ...l .l y M e e I ;1974

inal direct to Allotment Division, Build

® Serike out words not applicable.  emespmssssmemomemsoomommnee e sttt el Officer, W e e
(Signature of commanding officer or personnel officer, with grade and organization}
WHERE APPLICABLE TO CLASS D OR CLASS N INSURANCE, THE ORIGINAL COPY OF THIS FORM WILL BE SENT TO THE ALLOT-
MENT DIVISION, BUILDING X, I9TH AND B STREETS, NE., WASHINGTON, D. C. NO COPIES WILL BE SENT TO THE VETERANS
: ADMINISTRATION, WASHINGTON, D. C., WITH THE APPLICATION FOR INSURANCE,

W. D., A. G. 0. Form No. 29 U. §. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1942—0~47 1007
July L, 1942

Send orig
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F“IC“ OF THE FLIGHT STRCEON
LWILTON FIZLD, CALIFORIIA

This is to certify that

TSR, VT I S A - |
Al aile __SoduLboY , .

in accordance with iR 40-1C0, par. 11,
AR 615-7250, par. 5, and 7D Cir. ?o. 85,
iitatc ph”“icqu' inspected this ¢
f: cloc’s ard Tfound to
Iro; cc”min1“"ﬂ7" or infection

ca3e3.
is

T oovarsaas
s record is
sat A'!,CACUOJ"j‘LJ COOY )d_\_JLZC‘.

Additieonal Reculremenis

avrn. led.

NOTZ: This Certificste is to accompany
your Immenizetien Record, M.D.Form 21,

JULe L, 1943

Certification that John was free
of communicable or infectious
diseases and thus qualified for
overseas duty.

Hamilton Field California is North
of San Francisco by San Rafael
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Form

WAR

No. 82
DEPA Rl MENT
A CORPS

(Revised M.'-w 9 1941)

STATION 2277 ,2?? — E

STORES CREDIT

VOUCHER NO.

PROPERTY CLASS AL

DATER: 27~ AT

- WORK ORDERNO.

ORGANIZATION &£ % ACCOUNT SYMBOL.
S QUANTITY |UNIT | svock No. PART NO. DESCRIPTION Soar | ToTAL cosT

e

=

t 2

2 ,ﬁf‘)#.g.w &JF"ZA- .,

- :r:.ﬁf . w#f / ‘ -....‘.

" COST DATA ABSTRACTED BY

' 'ENTERED ON STOCK CARDS BY

RECEIVED BY ..

POLE PRINT

. TURNED IN BY:..D.
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UNITED STATES ARMY AIR FORCES

Staff Sergeant John Hrytonak

WHO GAVE HIS LIFE IN THE PERFORMANCE OF HIS DUTY

September 7, 1943

HE LIVED TO BEAR HIS COUNTRY’S ARMS. HE DIED TO SAVE ITS HONOR. HE WAS

‘A SOLDIER ... AND HE KNEW A SOLDIER’S DUTY. HIS SACRIFICE WILL HELP TO
KEEP AGLOW THE FLAMING TORCH THAT LIGHTS OUR LIVES ... THAT MILLIONS
YET UNBORN MAY KNOW THE PRICELESS JOY OF LIBERTY. AND WE WHO PAY HIM
HOMAGE, AND REVERE HIS MEMORY, IN SOLEMN PRIDE REDEDICATE OURSELVES TO
A COMPLETE FULFILLMENT OF THE TASK FOR WHICH HE SO GALLANTLY HAS
PLACED HIS LIFE UPON THE ALTAR OF MAN’S FREEDOM.

H. H. ARNOLD
General, U. S. Army,
Commanding General Army Air Forces
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SERLOMEERSL 9, 1143

The day his Mother received the Western Union notification of his death.
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\Y., SEPTEMBER 21, 1943.

2 KILLED, 2 MISSING, IN
ACTION FROM THIS AREA

| Moscow Man Slain In|
'| South Pacific and;
Dunmore Corporal
Dies In Camp IMis-!
| hap In Texas—Oly-
| phant, Pittston Air-
men Unaccounted
For In North African
Area.

Newspaper Article

One regional soldier was
killed in action in the South-
west Pacific area, another lost
his life in a training camp ac-
cident, two are missing and

one was wounded in actlon 1n
the North African theater of opera-
tions, according to word received to-
dav by relatives from the War De-
partment.

Stafr Sgt. John Hrywnak, twenty-
five, son of Mrs, Katherine Hrywnak,
Moszcow, was killed in action in the
Southwest Pacific area on Sept. T,
according to a telegram received by
his mother.

Cpl. Charles Shukal, twenty, a
member of Troop F. Reconnaissance
Squadron, United States 3d Army,
was killed vesterday at Cammp
Maxey, Tex., when a tank he was
driving overturned.

Missing are Staff Sgt. Albert A.
Flynn of 59 Searle Street, Pittston,
and Staff Sgit. Andrew Ewanus,
705 East Scott Street, Olyphant, both
in the army air forces. The former
was believed to have participated in
the Battle of Salerno and the latter
is listed as missing since Aug. 27 in
the North African area.

- |

gRtoMerad , 1145

Inducted 1nto the army on June
5, 1942, Sergeant Hrywnak completed
a course in aviation mechanics at
Keesler Field, Miss,, on Nov. 14, 1942, |
Later he completed a course on B-34 !
familiarization at the Army Air!
Forces Training Detachment, Con-|
solidated Aircraft Company, Sani
Diego, Cal. He received his wings|
as a guuner when he graduated
from Harlingen Army Gunnery'
School, Texas, early this year,

Surviving, in addition to his moth-
er, are: Six sisters, Amelia, at home:
Mrs. Charles Balko and Miss Anna,
Hrywnak, Hartford, Conn.; Mrs. Jo-!
seph Tropiak, Throop; Mrs. Wood-|
row Keisling and Mrs. Thomas Mil- |
lard, Scranton; also three brothers,!
Wesley, at home; Pvi. Paul Hryw-
nak, stationed in Tennessee, and
Pvi. Paul Hrywnak, slationed in
South Carolina.
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FOUR HUNDRED THIRD BOMBARDMENT SQUADROW (H)
Office of the Squadron Commander ¥Hﬂ7%rc

A,P,0, 929,
24 September, 1943,

Mrs. Kathrym Hrywnak,

RFD +#3,
Moscow, Penné@.

Dear lrs. Hrywnak: =

One of the saddest duties that I have been called upon to perform is
to have to notify you that your son was killed in action on the 7th of Sept-
ember, 1943. He was given a military funeral, with full honers, on Septem-
ber 8th., 1943.

John's skill, energy and conscientiousness mede him a most valuable
member of this organization. Both as a squadron and as individuals, we will
miss him greatly. You can rest assured thet the high example of bravery and
manly conduct that he set will make it certain that his name will long be re-
membered by us, and also make us more dtermined to carry on with the task for
which he gave all.

You will no doubt desire John's personal effects. Thesse have been in-
ventoried and sent to the Effects Quartermaster, U. S. Army, Kansas City,
Missouri, for forwarding to you. Any queries regarding them should be taken
up with this department. e

Other departments handle other matters about which you mey went to fur-

v

_s’.q_-L

i 2

4

ther inquire about. Should you went to ask about arrears of pay and gratuity -

pey, Write to the General Accounting Officer, VWashington, D, C.; or aboub
Government Insurance, to the Veteran's Administration, Washington, D. C.

In closing, Mrs. Hrywnak, may I agein offer the united sympathy of the
entire squadron and if there is anything more that I can do for you please
do not hesitats to write me.

Sincerely,

;‘¢¢L.;,;Z%>t22be‘
WILLIAM L., WELCH,
Mejor, Ain Corps, - +
Commending, * -

SpLaNpORe, 1143

Letter from Major William L. Welch
expressing condolences and providing
instructions on whom to contact for
various aspects of his death. This was
sent 9 days after the telegram.
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o R oMeEFa28, 1145

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 'S OFFICE

o AG 201 Hrywnak, John WATHINGTON
(12 Sep 43) PC-N 255133

28 September 1943,

‘. Mrs,

Kethrine Hrywnek,
Rural Delivery #3,
Moscow, Pemmaylvania.

Letter of confirmation of John’s

et S —_— bl
i SR L LD R R

death that was sent from the
I deeply regret that 1t is necessary to confirm the telegram Adjutant Generals office in
of recent date announcing the death of your son, Staff Sergeant John .
38 45, 665, Alr Corps, he was iilled T4 s okine o0 7 Captuiie: Washington DC 13 days after
1943 1n the Southwest Pacific Aroca. the Western Union Telegram

siotlitoted ot a0 S Nt was received by John’s mother.

that area gave only the information stated, Due to war condlitions,
reports of this nature are brief and contain only the essential facta,
I assure you if additionsl information regarding the circumstances
surrounding his death should reech the War Department, 1t will be

sent to you promptly.

; Camanding genersls In active theaters of operzilon make
overy ‘effort to insure that our honored deed are reverently interred
in gravee properly marked for future ldentification. Upon termina-

tion of the war, consideration will be given to the return of their

remaine to the Unfted States.

It is realized nothing can be said which wilil in any éenso
alleviate -your loss_or lesgep your porrow; butb I-hope in the dagye
%o coze the memory thet he geve his life heroically in the service
of his country may be of sustaining comfort as well £8 pride to you.
I extend my deepest sympathy in your bereavement.

Singerely yours,

1 Incl.
Information Bulletin,
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WAR DEPARTMENT
HE ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFIC
WASHINGTON

ochofkez,

N0 /o635
REPORT OF DEATH
DATE 2 Oet 19.,
% 5, Wrywnak, Jobm 33 345 669
/‘
8/ogt Alr Corps 1 Peb 1518
Noseov, Pamnsylvania

PLACE OF DEATH

CAUSE OF DEATH M

7 sept A3 Southwest racific Area

EMERGENCY ADDRESSEE (NAME. RELATIONSHIP, & ADDRESS)

Killed in Astion

\ )
Mrs Eatherine llrnux (mother) R¥D #3, Moseov, Pa. ‘/(\\
BENEFICIA&Y(EﬂME. RiATlON . & ADDI m’ m ',. mw. " r “ *‘,
Niss Anna Rrywnd ltn' D #5. Moseov, P . \\\ d
) A BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY QF\NAR o < ‘ )‘«‘ \,\} )
ﬁ,a’lw\; TSR '?l\‘ﬁ\s‘w mm J. W. Reinhart 1} i Q’_’
THIS cort FOR THE ) MG (CONFIDENTIAL) ©veR rosumany cenehdt )/

ADDITIONAL DATA: (CONFIDENTIAL)

STATION OF DECEASED:

1143
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HEAT
Wi SERARTIERT ASB - e
The Adjutcat Gensralts 0ffice :
¥ashingten Gotober 2, 1943

WEMORAT K

SUi]:07¢ Repart af Death

TD 1 Bilzets Queriuvrmester .
Kensns $ity QM Depot -
Fonsaes Cliy, Misscurl o

Fall Humes

o

rymnek, John

Dals gnd ploce of birtoe Fabruary 1, 1918

Sarial mumbar: 33,345,689 - .
tz-de or Rank uand Orcaniaatidn: ] S!'Sgt;'
Erm oar Sorviecs dir-Goras - :

T 4 wiie P Acaths / Septenter 7, 1843—Southweat Pacific irea
AT R oL aufw ob dedly k

-

Ii1led ir dction

Cagse ol desthe

Eame -&frissy Mogcow, Fenngylvania

Nrs. Tgtherine Hrymnek {Mother)
IFD +3, Hcaé_om Fa.

Er=r ]

ura, Kathering Hrymsk (mother)
EFD #3, Moscow, Fa.

4isz Anns Frywnabl (sister)
BRTD #2, Uauscow, Pa.

ochopoRe2, 11423

This memorandum
notifies the Effects
Quarter Master of John’s
death, preparatory to
receiving his belongings.
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OFFICE OF THE CHAPLAIN
HEADUUARTERS

L3RD ROMBARDNINT GROUP (H)
APO 929 TFS/abh
Re: S/Sgt. John Hrywnak ’ October L, 1943
383&5669
103rd. Sg. 43rd. Bomb. Gp. (H)

Mrs. Kathryn Hrywnak
RFD #3
Moscow, Penn.

Dear Mrs, Hrywnak:

5 I wish t; mz;'pic-es‘emown :ongu ;he sc;;ro;;Ycaused 'ﬂ.erce1 E}_r the deatn iz action Words of comfort from the
of your son f Sergeant John Hrywnak. Your son and his crew were happy in : . .
this Sgtndr::n. ATl of the enlisted men of the crew helped greatly in building Chqpla_m who pl’_ESIdEd _over his
4o i ciubwhich Sl unit Tow hes, Tiose Lo VoM I nave Lelked in the Stuad- burial in Australia. This letters
ron concerning John said "he was quiet, friendly, always smiling." H . .

The 403 E Scuadron considered this erew one of the best combzt crews d(?SCrIbES John as bemg gylet,
possible, a real and ideal team, a haopy-go-lucky spirit prevailed amongst your friendly, and always smiling. It
son's flying officers and thelr men, Cbvious concern was shown over their loss. H

There wes no nroionged suffering. 5/Sgt. Hrywnak died as all airmen wish, al§o _mentlons he ?Omp!eted 6
if to die is God's Will in a moment, missions. | am still trying to get

T officiated at the funeral which was held with [full militery honors in information on these 6 missions.

the imerican Cemetery #1 here. High renking Air Corps officers, Generzl Roger
Ramey, Bomber Command, Colonel Harry Hawthorne, L3rd, Bomb. Group, }

jor "illiam
1. Teleh AO3rd. Sg., Czptain Bugene Austin, Flight Surgeon, many Squadren

of ficers and men attended. The grave is situated in a well-kept and fitting
surrounding. .

I spoke briefly at the funer:l: "The worthwhile, willing service of these
men is remembered, WHatursl impulse directed them to ceatre Their affections
on their hemeland, to defend its hearths and altars, its homor. The teachings
of religien assure us that such is an act of highest Christian virtue, meriting
exceedingly with God. These men controlled their own destinies. Ey their loss
of 1ifs in tioeir country!s service each verified the Christian peradox: 'he
gave away to keep, he lost his life teo find it. This is not death, but im-
mortality. . . 3

Your son had six misdions to-his credit wiich dealt effective blows
against the enemy in recent important drives.

T have offered kass for your son, and I will continue to remembsr him.

"Hth sincerest sympethy, I beg to remain,

Fincerely yours in Christ,

Dowrnen . Blieme

Thomas F. Shea, Chaplain.

Copy for the Casualty Section
The Adjutant Generalts Office
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A.F.0. FOAM 763
Revised 2-2-43

FINANCE OFFICE, U. S. ARMY !
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. mm ‘143

IN REPLY REFER Tn SPFEF-Z47 (Hrywnak, John, 33 345 669) ADi.—~vhp
6 Qctober 1943

i .
Mrs, Katherine Hrywnak

I Moscow,
ennsylvania

The records of the War Department show that you were designated by
the above-named deceased as his beneficiary under the Act of December
17, 1219 which provides for payment of the six months' gratuity to a
previously designated dependent relative, provided no widow or child survives.
The Comptroller General held, on July 30, 1942, that in the case of father,
" mother, sister, or brother, no affirmative showing of dependency is necessary
to c¢laim the six months' death gratuity.

Provided the officer or soldier left neither widow nor child, it is
requested that, you execute the affidavit on the attached voucher. Sign
your name where indicated by the index, as"KATHERINE HRYWNAK".
In addition to your signature, two disinterested persons should sign in
the places provided at the right hand side, swearing to the faet that
they are personally well acquainted with you, that they have read the state-
ments made by you, and that. said statements are true to the best of their
knowledge and belief.

TIf the officer or soldier left.a wife or child, payment of the gratuity
to you is not authorized and if such be the case, it is requested that you
return the enclosed paper without execution, with a statement of the facts.
TIf a widow or child survives, please furnish address if possible.

There is also enclosed herewith for your convenience, Standard Form No. 1053,
for the purpose of claiming pay dus the deceased at the time of his death.
This form, when executed, should be forwarded to the General Accounting Office,
Claims Division, Washington, D. €., that office being charged with the settle-
ment of the final pay accounts of deceased officers and enlisted men. Please
also address any communications regarding arrears of pay, etc., to that office,
as correspondence with this office is a waste of tims and useless,

The affidavits should be sworn to before a civil officer authorized to
administer oaths, such as notary public or justice of the peace. Make
certain the notary shows dats of expiration of his commission  The enclosed
self-addressed envelope, which may be used for your reply, regquires no

postage.
Very truly yours,
OWEN D. BOOROM,
3 Enclosures Captain, Finance Department

ADDRESS ALL REPLIES TO THE OFFICE-NOT TO INDIVIDUALS.
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Page one of eight Page Crash Report

octobbrel, 1142

i
Acci Ju't No.

rof- F-F-So 3
Pilot's :Namnj ;3 :Lz ?,Q ﬁ//

d 7N"‘ur Gréup.—

74/ Z_'L__.
< /Sp\,ci fic Naturde lﬂéﬁ&*‘/v M
az 7Un\iurlﬁn;_; IL‘It,uer- 6;;7

] 5 e
f/ J % ,.?\Cause ‘_gr:pp e B

=2 75901:5..{'1@ Cause = 7 (477 /-'-
/SR """9 e A B
6’"’? brﬂ;rlw # 5
- S
T

-
/a% j 5_0:&:50 Graup \“h::g-/

- 23 Spucific Couse '&_9 ,,J;: )
§ =

5 /Underlying Causo
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1171543
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y Ill!‘.‘",ll‘“!“"' 2 2 v RESTRICTED
rm?ﬂnutpm S"E@‘R‘E:F—:.‘J"“‘ 'l”j/-:'/'_ TR /3

@ (13} Took off from .

S v

"o 5| mabart G. Mobonald, 2nd Lt

TECHNICAL REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE 1 7 (1

(1) The Accident Classlfcation Committee «f 43rd Begb Group (H) _meton 12 September 1943 050
and determined the following:
(2) Place, date, ?d tme of secident . JBckson, AP0 Ll (15 Pilot {nnme and ranki - Howard Jo food, Ffo
G410 ¥ temb LU43. : {161 Tilot's station w...... Jagkson, APD VE9

(1) Aireraft station .. JAckSON..*.  Ore. 4U3rd F0mb. 534 (17) Reg. Army Ten, ert. duty... Ttew., inachive .
(4} Aireraft model __ H2AUE A€o, B40685 .. Re,, 1-dny ... <.m rulet ... Student .. .-
(5) Date ncerpted from eontractor ... Unkoewn Other (apeeify) . =
(6) Total bours . £95.3. Nours siner overhanl  1eH 115) Org—nasigned . Ward '!mb “sq ("J
(T) Engine model . L R0 E0=423 e - (19 Org.—attached m fying .. ;
(8) Engine A. C. N (20 Ttogular dutics sasigned ... Iinno

41al 776 . Lﬂﬁ-&ﬁ&ﬁﬂ R4B-6

(M Extent of d
L0, .5 5-1_131. 1 e
(10) Total cngine hours .
L.0.532,2 L1 .205.8 R.1.296.F
{11} Engine hours since averhal ... 2
L 0. _44.2 L.1I
(12) Purposa of Nlight

o rating and date ... A JADUATY, X943
(22 Total pilot hours . G28.0. . Hours on thie model 42047
(23) Mours per month last 3 months ... 288 -

18823 . 20T

b}. (24) Modela flown last 3 months

Juckson.s .. Tiee..04B0 . (25 Secgrd from Flight Surgron, if pilot ersor is a
(14) Weather at time of necident.  (If weather was a causal fretor na thero any physical or neurapaychic condition which
attach coples of weathier report and furceast for the flight.) .- Rt _Yl'}, l.n“::u oy ! account for ;?::;La‘;tﬁuw:ﬁ..h;
od.8tratus. Cumules, 2000 £t, calmj "/{“ﬂj mmuem cvate property P S Yo
\.r,ui nilea,. Light.Ground .Fog &4 X . / Libalal i
7

Yo museh A, e Do, 1 LM s ta prageriy sertifieats."
@ = b
RESULTS TO PERSONNEL / ’ - s | cavaes

,.H'rn ot Jatgmest.

" (MI 'm I!"I STMBOLS A3 FOLLOWS:

T &: ot :_:‘:.‘.“..'.:"" :’-E;m:':- ot
- Nama. Fank, and Ay wiatus, ani Hoguler Army, boa. nel _
"_E?_. erd..h_alnni,_i‘.&. AUE_Z_ omurx
144 Hownrd H. Thomsa, 13t LG, ZaD ’7 sonnEL| / Stulaivriacre perasori,
“Giber persoanel,

_Ralph M. Hart, 2od. Lt._m:_n.&i
%2 | charles P, 3aip, T/Sgt., RA.Zt

B | John Hrywmok, S/Sz -1
f _Jl{wunug .‘werst.oln_. Tff, 405
_Joel L. Herndon, S/ _AUS
Donald LJ!LlaatL sat. o i
| samuel M. Wilkinson,S/Sgte

Samuel _Ba dhite, SEt., RA ZU

AusTitatias Lo FavTi f.ung; LB e
| (wsgen Uxavawy) 5 Catetrtminet.
s ey R et N =

AR
CUArT
Wa ATRUC | =
s (Che s e wety) TLXE enontal and Btaes.
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(25) PiLor'a Statesi ~1  tale how the accident occurred, giving oli details os lo condslions, causes, and influencing factors):

FRESTRIC i L0

.

GH A ] S e S R R S 2% SR S e

P

(2% .«r.m‘«/rw b o pENT CLassiFicaTion COMMITTEE (gite complete causal siatement, amplifying the pilot's slatement wheie necessary

to erplain the cuuscs):

= ATTaCileD LETTER FCR STaTZ

SN OFACCIDENT CLaSSIFICATICN CQSITTEE.
g

o

(30) HEcoMMENDATIONS?

Fach member of the Committee nas reau | Signed ...z
and understands A Circular No. 15-14,
A R. 95-120, ~nd A. C. A. Report No.

576, (i
The above statement and reecommenda- | Signed . ...

tions, and tho elassifieation and analysis
Signed (... .y o £ T2 Pl T ARCRty S
ol FRonentscn ¢ CaprATH

thown on the reverse hereof, are the concensus
(1) MEMAKKA AND I{rs oNMENDATIONS (accomplish onlil if thix report fu initivled at other than the homs station):

of epinion of this Committee.

1)) R GO RIS SO fate - _|.... s=8 .. sl o= Signature

(32) Reaanss aun RECOMMENDATIONS:

Date 1953:’1:

ber, 1943

Excrosraea (line cut thore not applicable): Station il PO 920 L s
A E]nnr r\inmin Flight Report. ~

Signature

RESTRICTED

. SECRET - o
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P September, 1943 Jackson, APC 9

SEERET

43rd Bomb Gp (H) 224Dl

CATE STATION " GROUP RO AND TYPE AIHF_A wE M\JLE_
-..';EST.R‘.JED
Cherles P, Seip, T/3gt 402rd Bomb 3q (X) 240682 11 i
T KRN ELEK Cr ALRIAL ENGINEER SQUACRCN NO AND TYPE AIRPLANE SERIAL %O
| USE | ALWAYS ENTER DUTY SYMBOLS. WHEN AFPPLI-
PERS | — PRINT PLAINLY — i AS E CABLE. ENTER N-NIGHT OR - INSTRUMENT. | FLIGHT DATA
CLASS | NAME — RANK — ORGANIZATION PIEECRED rg;z;*'E;N“z.E—.R :U:.:f-sizl‘:syfg}j‘f?:;e,u:_Df R.N.da.l. TERMINALS AND. MILEICN
i e . B - I R P L A I e 5
i ¢ FROMm
| | J i
17| 1282 Jood, Howard J /0 5L M . JACKSON 04 20
i 19
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Q1 l 0-7907234  Thomes, Howard %, 1st Lt e ey T A Crash £ [0 A
M S3IChN
Cl l 0-674188 Hart, Ralph . 2nd Lt e R 0 ——
‘ a ."".M
@l ' 0-728996  weDonald, Robert G. Znd Lt --
i !;l L h f=
| 7032077 Seip, Charles B,  T/Sgt S Y o
| AS B e
| 28 | 33345669  wurywpek, John s/set -
i S
l g 2 i
38 ! 31201941  Silverstein, Zyman T/S3t -
! ; AR i &
36134082449 Herndon, Joel L.  S/Sgt b= -
| G 18510 o
Lz 7 /3et e
i FRIM 1
\ i : i
28| 33277954  Wilkinson, Samuel M. 5/Sgt. -- . ot
| TG
1 Nz 2 Ut
20 ' 14044815  ‘Mhite, Samuel 3. Sgtl g, e i e
ALY XTTIED
—_—— . 4 ! e
1 TEIS IS A "'PUE mm COPY i N R "": """ B
et s Lo o e b
* fae el B SR e e s
1 3 : i
. i i L B A, R
-t 1 MISSION .~ '
‘ Capt., Aj CorkS. g_ﬁ_‘ulm;‘»_g.'ﬁj___‘ ___I____AI__‘ 1““
| Ad jutan .-LL‘-“W | | |
WAR DEPARTMENT | CHECKED: * LJ T“""“”‘-RTBLD_ l T ToTAL
Fokm No FLIGHT REPORT - oreraTiONs { Lesiaie ano L | ToTac it = L) i FLICHT emi ==
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,,,,, Sl G i D Lgne | ON FORM 1A e 1
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N, — ‘J“‘ ‘*" ’NJ'—P’-‘-“M‘BSW\.‘?-\
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SECRET

HEADWQUARTRS L vPB/ joc
FORTY THIRD BOLBAKDUENT GROU? ({58 Rt hetd
OFFICE OF TH O'DNANCE OFFICER
e APO 929,
BRESIHI 10 Sept., 1943.

JUBJLCT: Cause of Detonation of Fuzed Bombs in Airplane Crash.
0 : Commanding Officer, 43rd Bombardment Group (M), APO 929.

1. A B-24 airplane of the 403rd Bombardment Scuadron, 43rd Bomb-
ardment Group crashed “Just beyond the end of the runway at Jackson Drome,
at approximately 0430 hours on the morning of BrSebt . i d0hde o

2. The plane carried four (4) 500# Demolition bombs with AN M103
nose fuzes and AN M101Al tail fuzes, .025 sec. delay. The bombs were fuzed
and the safety pins were in the fuzes.

3. Witnesses stated that the bombs exploded within a few sedonds of
the crash. ;

4. An investigation by the writer showed that the bombs exploded wilh
a high order detonation by impact with the ground and not by the fire that
resulted, The plane struck the ground on the side of a slope and there wus
some burned wreckage at this point. At a point about ten (10) yards farther
up the hill near the top, there were three craters from five (5) to eight (8)
yards apart and about ten {10) yards from more burned wreckage. There was no
burned wreckage at the point where the bombs exploded.

5. The fourth bomb laying on the top of the hill not far from the
craters had an armed nose fuze in it, having had the cap retaining the safety .
blocks knocked off. The tail fuze had the stem broken off but the part hold-
ing the inertia slur was in place and this fuze was not in an armed condition.

The shear wire had not. been broken in the nose fuze and both fuzes were remnoved
by the writer,

6. Tt is the opinion of the writer that on impact witn the ground, the
bombs broke through the wreckage xnocking off the caps of the nose fuzes that
retain tie safety blocks. On tumbling and rolling for the next few seconds, the
striker head of three of them hit the ground and detonated the bombs. The strik-
ing head in the fuze of the fourth bomb did not hit the ground.

VINCuNT P, BiuiGui, r/
Capt., trd. Dept.,
yrdnance Qfficer.

“RESTRICTED™

SECRET
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% 1L r

STallhasNT Ur ACCIDENT CLASLLFICATION COLMITTEE

After due investigation and interrogation of witnessing peré%nnel
the committee arrived at the following conclusion.

Pilot #wood undertook the fateful tuke-off under instrument condi-
tions and failed to climb to a sufficient altitude befere lewering the nose
‘of the aircraft to increase the airspsed. Going directly from contact to
instrument flying in D-24 aircraft, immediately after tgke-off is trying,
on the best of pilots, for flight instruuents can very/eusily give erratic
readings .at the wouent the aircraft becomes airborne.

Witnessing personnel stuled thuat the take-off was norual in all
respects up to the tiue the ship began to descend,

At approximately 1000 yards frou the S.k. end of the runwuy, the
uircralt struck thrae (3) trees continuing on its . destructive flight into a
small hill at which point the bombs exploded. FPurts of the wreckage plough-
ed through four (4) austrulian Infuntry trucks loaded with personnel and
equipment, resulting in a very hizgwgggq;ipxm};st. No members of the ca.bat
crew survived the crash. — :

With all causal factors having been consid red the committee al-
tixes the error as follows: Pilot 90T, and weather lQﬁ.

RESTRICTED”

SECRET
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THE EVENING BULLETIN-PHIL2?

Killed in Action

Private JOHN M. HODGE
Collingdale, Pa,

S

ergeant JOHN YRY VNAK
Moscow, Pa.

[

ochorred, 1145

Philadelphia Newspaper article. Note the
spelling of Hrywnak...
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T UNITED STATES OIF AMERICA

TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
PURSUANT TO AUTHORITY VESTED IN HIM BY CONGRESS
HAS AWARDED THOE

X R A PrI
PURPLLIE HEAR']
GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON
YORK, AUGUST 7, 1782
10O
Staff Sergeant Jahn Bryonak, A.S.No. 33345659,
WOUNDS RECEIVED

ESTABLISHED BY
NI NEWBURGH, NEW

FOR MILITARY MERIT AND FOR
IN ACTION
resulting tn his dealh Septewber 7, 1943,

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON
DAY OF @etober 1943

THIS ath

OFF1CIAL:

SECRETARY OF o
WAR
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Shown on Tally in us

WILY IS HO. 2378 DWW

10,/15/43

28850

CaBE KO.

ERTRCIS OF JOR HRYTHAR

PRI 8/36T.

ARNY STRIAD NO. _ 3334560% ORG.__ LO3rd Bowb. $q. (H} Adr Corpe

Gonatgnor  03rd Bomb. Sq. {H) Office of the Jgdn. G L AP0 929
Delivering Corrfer__ ¥all & B/L Yo. B/L Teto
Package i
| Y. | .. ... Artlele DJeserdmtion .
|
A 1 . 5. Treasurer's Check #3932, dated ! Check payable to
— T i
ENVEIOPE September 21, 1943 | Gea. F. Biles, Maj.,F.D.
Amt. FL03.00 | Indorsed to Effects| Wi
Spe#EE LY |
: — s e ]
i 7r ATTAGHED: i
| S— - - -
| o TERF T i ' Inventory which gives:
I _Mre. Kathryn Hrynak|
i Y :
i i Baute #1
1 Yoscow, Pa.
iHote: iLotherls neme
i spelied differently|
T |
S ——— e .
k H
i
= |
Warznsuese Spnce - e — Inventorisd

By _ Al Sthwartz

sl Jiias

0C, oGR8l 9,

1143
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ST 3 ey

“"?7 : é:I Yoo

INVENRTORY OF EFFEGTS
{(See AR 600-550)

Who died on the I-"h day of ﬁﬂpzemhez , 1547,

CLASS I —— Saber insignis, decoratlons, medals, caompalgn  badges,
r-mtches, manuseripts, and. other..artlcles valuable chlef-
1y as keepsakes.

. Mumber : ' o A_.i-ticies

W
I Bupdle letters and pi 0“'-“‘03
1 - Founain penl — i
>

6LASS II — Other Effects

Bumber _ . mp;fticlequ

-1 Fibrea boar_d‘nﬂ.aev/
1 Pr ‘ﬁ.‘muser;, wool , H-mk.‘.l/
1 - Shirt, mm‘.l.. khakl /

3 ' Neckties

1 Small. lasther tollet gase —
YDATO Form Fo., 54 (Substitvte T
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION
m“mﬂ‘ﬂn“ﬁxm s

APPLICATION FOR PENSION OR COMPENSATION BY A DEPENDirereling tho date of oy zTERAN
' WHd DIED OF A DISEASE OR INJURY DUE TO SERVICE IN. THE S
’ MILITARY OR NAVAL FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES

After executing this form it n!lnuhi b¢ formrdcd v:rmmﬂy to Lhe Feterang Admmmlru-lkm

FRETRUCTIONS—READ WITH GREAT CARE
This forn is to be used in making application for. pension ‘o compensation under any p-ub.li,c law of the Un.i‘.ed Saahee

1, EVIDENCE DN FILE—If any of the evidence referred to below has been previcusly filed in the fermar l’mmul of
Pensions, former Veterang Buregu, or Lhe Veterans Adeiristration, it need not be filed in counection with thit claim.

2. PROOT OF DEATH.—Desth of & veteran in active service or in o Guvpramgnt. institution does not need to be proven
by & claimant, ‘Otherwise, the claimant must Torward & certified copy of the public record of death or & duly certified copy
ot 2 coruner's report of death or of the verdict of & coroner’s jury, .

8. PROOF OF RELATIONSHIP OF NATURAL OR .ADOP'I'IVE MOTHER OR FATHER.—A certified copy of the
public record of birth or ehurch record of baptism showing date of birth of the veteran und names of the parents must be
furnished. If neither of the reenrds mentioned is chlainable, it is not necashary to aatablish one for Lhe purpose of this sladm.
Tnstead, you should stute the resson why a certified copy of & PUBLIC RECORD cannot be furrished and submil the afi-
davit of the attending physician or midwife showing the date of birth and names of the parents. If tha veteran was an
adoptaed child, a aopy of the court wdgr of adoption, cu-lanud by the r.ushorhan of the courl pecord, st bc ihrn!ahe&

4. FOSTER MOTHER OR FATHER—{Persons, including stepparents, who stood in loco parentis fo veteran.) If the
elaimant iz not the natural or adoptive parent of the veteran but stood In Joco perentis to the veteran for a period of not legs
than 1 year prier to his entrance fnto. the sctive military or noval service, the clamant will be meq-mmd b axeenta an affic
davit Form 324 which will be furnished upan receipt of this npphmltmn . S

6. INCOMPETENCY.—IL {he dlaimant is fompelent, the claitn ghould be execated by the Tegal gnardum, A
it hm‘.s Deen inted, 1t may ba i and filed by some pevson acking s next fnme

[ AT'IORNEY;—TM claimant Ims the ruchl tn he mpmwmﬂ by an atburney or !lgu‘t w'ho I\aﬂ hm adn.l:tted to prac-
tice: before the bt the i ul’ woch attorney or amt is wiwolly unmecessary.

<, CAREFUL EXECUTION Nmﬂﬁ?-—'rm st furnish all the mfomt‘&m yequired in this dpplication: and
evary quastion must be answered Zully snd clearly,  Angwers must be written in 8 clear, legible hund or.Lypewritten. 1f you
fufmr. knuw the answer to any question, say 89, 1f any of the questionn are not dlear and yeu desire further infermation
efore attempting to answar the q‘uezﬁo should write, 8 Veterans Adoynisimation for instructions. . If
Fou neod more A o anAwer any Fari, ni‘;f“ i hiad‘ pn:pa, nuﬁbel‘l’!ng anEwers to comspo‘ndlwwﬂh the items, and
slgm and swear to these auswers before the officer executing the application. The upplication should be: exmacubed before a
numry puoblic or cther officer authorized to administer oaths for genmeral purposey, of h-efom o ‘retarm Administration
thorized to administer satha,

B. STATEMENT OF WITNESSES.—This part of the application must be witnessed by two persona in cvery instanes
whether or not a claimant signe by mark. '

) PENALTIES FOR FRAUDULENT CLAIM =
Severe IV fines und i t are pnunbed by various statules of the Ttited States in any instunee

where a claumnt for conpensation or pension makes & ial fact k it to b false; where a cluimant
;n dulantly accepts any to which: he is not entitled; or abtamn or recelves money with intent 1o defraud the United
{0 .

BTy

‘Hovi Lyvh, 1331

I,._,_Mmt\-‘e wn nllutmenils..ﬂ.‘[ﬁm

of welaraa'y paslies, dussiriie. oF loster moth r
1 }( ’Hrylmm < 1 C-(::CB!M: edf = o Somh o aear)
{Full name of veteran's father, nq:m.\w or foster. h.lhr (lunﬁ;.dw.:ul!)

hercby male epplication for pension ur’ ion as the Yotner
i5tata TR
of the vateran described below who died of diseatic or injusy dus by servise

Jonn Hyywnak

wer," oF *foater parant’)

1. Name of o doveberan M e

. (o) His place of birth ST 1NE Broos,Twp. Lacka,Co, Pa. {5) Data of hirth Fsb;,r ist, 1918
(c) Did the deconsed vetoran Ever apply for any henefits from the Veterans Administzation during his lfetime? ne .
1f =0, give claim No.

8. () Give dates of eulistment and disch
c“qm' pod i} It:u ‘:rjm vmgfsﬁﬁm periof of service of deceased veteran in the Avmy, Navy, Marine

T Eseren ” [eser— :
o e eum..lfa. — o FANT AP OWARREATION el
IR R3385-6A0 I Sregt, _ALT Corps
. — - f
. (8} Tid the vﬂteu.n Berve undara AL oﬂmr than Lha ane guwm in unum buq'nwhm No. 17 E._._'_._ If 50, mﬁeﬂw

4. THa the veternu leave -.. .
vame und addresg . - — —

If &0, give

Ii. -Im} Dnt.n of w!.pu.n'n denth -
{c} Couse of death

ent.7tn, 1944 ) Pince ot vtarans aaFOTEIEN. BETViCe

&, {g) I the wother, w:_pmmhcr, o mr mother of the veteran b af self. tT . I1 g, slate
o T et nel '
(b) Ta the father, mpful.l\er or fozter father of the veteran inzapable of self- 1] 3
fnr A v e sapable of s -snpmrt "_(?;;iml - If o, Bhuby
{a) Te your lnst spoase now lving? - I net, give dafe of death ___._. SR o
(d) Axe you now living with your apouse? . . () If stepparent, gtate dnu ‘of mearriage to nuhlral parent
____________________ Waa the vulcaun o mem of your hnuod-oﬂd! LY E If B0y over wZiut period

7 of tiner  (Givedated) 600 ;i.zﬂi.-;'_z__
. Valua of all property, veal and mrmnma1 d.\:ux cush on hand and !I'.mm';l‘:'"s

T Vairn | Escomsmanson Pevremrr |- Msermur Zncoss Frou S0 PRIPERTY
(a) Mother, slipmothes, or foster mother: | §. 3 3.

P

{b} Father, stepfather, or foster father: E t . . %

{e) Claimant’s present apme:” ) . 1 | & 3
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8, In the spaces helow state the amount of incoms for the 12-month period immediately preceding the date of execotlon of 13, Tho you receive an allotment from any paresn in the military or naval ce
#

this form, and the sourees of such income, as wages or salary, pension, compensution, rent, interest, dividends, sale of ¢ach month nd name, rank, and ofg; _PET 1
merchandize, stock, or other p riy: - O, - HBLCAA BXy WK,

Toranrom | Avirscs Mowtaly . Sounm Fmu Waice DEREDY 14, Was the veteran at sll times during his minarity a member of your hous

13 MorTER Tricos ) — If not, state folly the reason why

&0, give the pume
------- - and address of such persan or persans, and state the nature and extent of the assistance or advice, the amount of fee
e = = : puid or to be peid for such assistance

9 Ilbp—hh\,ﬁh-uu;dﬂ,mkthpﬁMpﬂqh&dmdhhﬂhmhimpﬂd

Ifw ke the foregoing statements as part of my/our einim, with full knowledge of the panalty provided for muling o
fales statament,

A M Punroges - - y - -
1?";:':‘-' “-’i'_?";'““ - B Fos Fpox fan O e L WITNESSES TO SIGNATURE OF CLATMANT e S T
" |- u P MADE HY (X) MARE
Velstsa's Suadie, . 3 - L m-t-m made by mark must s witnessed by 1wo per-
e R P SO ' : : ST e b Sl L Sy e
Veborna's (ather, 2 - ; P
22 .
Clabmat’s praseet; [ 2 - e
sl | T T TP, A Mitare of fathor, sbeg Toster father, ponrdian, o o
& (a) I!mmumdlnmmmtormwhtmmwchupnmwm” [0
— LAddrye )
10. Ase there uny perwons l.lvma' in your household dependent solely upon you for support? Y€€ If s, state names, -
dates of birth, and relutionship to you .. AME. 'ﬁ\ﬁ Hrywnak, . “au.hm._.hn.:.u..é‘.eb;L Lithe . Suhserihed and sworn to before me this .. , 18, by the elaimant(s)
192y by whot (to whom) the ques s und nnywers were read and the statements made herein were f\,‘ls explained.
. ; . {Ftrike sut part wot apnbeahia)
. (a) Have you ever before flled a eiam for or pasatent ne (¥) Betiomamnt payt “"Ih . . :
Al C jsgionT [} e BEAL LI
(¢) Compensation from the Federal U. S. Emplay ath (d) Notary Publin,
pension? .....f*9___ (e} Sociol Security Act benefits? N9 (f) Any other benefits from the .
Urited States? 118 If so, give full particulars, including date, place, full name of claiment, claim THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT MUST BE SIGNED BY TWU WITNESSES. (See Instruetidn &)

rumber and full name of person an. acconnt of whose servies each claim was fled and whether pay are We, the undersignad, saverally stats that we are well asguaintod with the claimant{s) whess name(s) Is/are subscribed
heing reccived by reason of any such elaim - - - - . . above, wnd that we have reud the statements made herein, and tha facts stated are true to the best of sur knowledge and ballef,

il A aumding TR PR T T

12. Dld you have any other som, -luuxhl,er, former wife, or former husband who served in the active military or naval forecs ’ (Manatare of witwesa) ol 3 " ‘MM." e
 af the United Statea? Tf o6, give foll particulars inelading name, claim. number, rank, organization, - BTG b SR el el e Az o3
dates of service, and whether claim has ever been filed on account of such person P — (Semabare of witasas)

Harolc Hrywnax, Tmportant—EVERY CLAIMANT MUST FILL OUT THE FOLLOWING

. - Claim is hereby made for death compensation or pension based on the service of ..o .. S ——
Zaul lirywnak who died of disease or injory due to service. (Hnzne of desenmd voiwma) =
WITNESSES T0 SIGMATURE OF CLAIMANT | :
IP MADE BY (X} MARK (Bignutury of exAbar, Mevmctber, Touter modher, gusniing, or bech friend] ]
NOTE-—Signature mude by mark muns e wilmusd b7 tve por. H

i i0 whom the prvn cuking e /aSdavit is -
wous ¥ e nda oemm‘- ¥

m-q-n Md sk witheass mugt ,m"

(DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE) L (Baratare of witowal “'*“‘*'"“";"; e . :

Date

T Sigmatare of witnemy Claim No.

[Vlrtane Administration will sutas]

BT T - :
W—TE-y  meo H
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WAR DEPARTMENT
ARMY SERVICE FORCES
KANSAS GITY QUARTERMASTER DEPOT (5-11-26-47%)

801 HARDESTY AVENUE = -
KANSAS CITY 1. MISSOURI JRM:ALS: jk
October 26, 1943

IN REPLY REFER To:—No. 28960

Mrs. Katherine Hrywnak
RFD #3
Moscow, Pennsylvania

Dear Mrs. Ery:mak_.

The Army Effects Bureau has received by meil certain per-
sonal property which belonged to your son, Staff Sergeant John

Hrywnalk.

In order that we may turn over the property whieh we now
have in our custody, in accordance with existing instruetions,
it is necessary thet we secure detailed information regarding
the family of Sergeant Hrywnak, To that end I am inclosing ap-
plication end affidevit forms with the request that you care-
fully complete these and return them to me. If you desire, your
local American Red Cross representative will be glad to assist
you in filling out the papers.

We will make every effort to forward the property in our
possession as soon as possible after we receive the information

~d
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ARGY EFFECTS BUREAU
KaN543 CITY GUARATERUASTER DEFOT

601 HARDESTY AVERUE

Kakbad CITY, WMISSOURL

-a the mavter ¢f the disposition
af the effegts of

Case Me._ 23960

APPLICATION FOR RFFECTS

)
)
b
John )] oF DECEE\SED__SULDiER
{!‘!ame of deceused soldier) ¥ o
) (8-11-26-43)
;'zﬁg;?‘ﬁg )
3erial Number) ]
1, &M&Maimnt) of __ Sptfredeil
(City, tewm or village)
in the County of é/wézx_/ end State of ___[2E

hereny meke applicetien for the cffcets of the above-named decessed soldisr,

wiw in the poassasion of the United States, and in Suppert there of stotst

1. Thnt%ﬁ&&,_@jg%__ cntered the military
moe of déceaded soldier

service of the United States on or about é day of ?Aﬂl" 194 2,

{ .
and was a j in Ldhe Lorpada .-
{Grade Br rank of docsased (Name of organization if rown)

3 that he was born

(If rnat known, so state giving all possible information)

at _ " pptparn , in the Statc of
(If vern in foreign country, so

’;}7{/ an the / = day of M , 14 /g/ H

stete)

ard that he died on or about ths Z dey of 54(2 , 134 z )

{If rot knewn, so state)

et .
. [If net known, se stute)

2, That I bsar ths follewing relationship to the above-named
deceaszd soldier:

{Mark around ons of the following which describus your
relutionshiphs

(1) widow

{2} Administrater or Zxecuter (7) Brother
af Estate (8) &ister
{3} Son {9) Grandehild
{4) Daughter {10) OCther neat of kin
{ Fether

3. Thet thire is no living porson whoe tears relationship wo sald
(Continued on Reverse 3ide)

Eff. Q4 Farm Mo. 2 - Page 1

NoNEMERSA, 1147

129



decensed seldicr of B lower numbered class than that marked above, axcept

* at . If you have warked () Brether, are there any living persons
desoffibed by classes (1) to {6) inclusive? If so, give thelr namea"emd
relajlonshipy to the decwaged soldiery if not, state "Ho Exgeption,*}

4., That I have completed and executed the sffidavit on thoe follaw-

"'ing'pg;gee bereol and make it a part of this applisstion by reference,

“[&ignature of Claiment)

Witnesaad 157 %OU{ 7 W %M/’lﬂ. 04
/ !

Eff, QM Fornm No, 2 = Page 2

=

AFFISLUIT OF CLaLiaiiT
A ke
COUNTY OF ___ iyt )
,- ) 55
3T.TE OF /Qz( - } g

P.roonally appeared befare ms,

iame and title TfFoial’

in snd for the Gounty and State afaresnid,
Nemu 07 claimani

agsd é / yearsy residing at h foeAtA M trest,
iC!ty, town
/ﬁ A@" Vi j » Gounty of fzb‘fﬁdd , State of_Jd_ .

ot village)

whey telng duly Swerny deelarcs that the following enswers and stotuments are

made in support of o applicetion (awe page 1 of this form)
[his ar hor

for the ffcots of now in the poascesion of
Iba of deodascd fseldier

the United Statcst

Was who decensid soldler married at the time of his deuth? &Q

If 30, what is the faae and address af his widow?

Sihat wasd hur meid.n nas:s?

Fhen and where did she warry deecmscd soldior?

Wera thuy living togsther os husband and wifc when the degeascd soldicr

sntered the military service? If not, state the cipeupstrngsgt

Wore they diverged or suparnted by ligzl proeccdings?

If so, when and by crder of whot sourt?

Iz his widew now liviegd If noty when and whore did she die?

oy decuesed soldiur over previcusly merricd? m If s0, o whom and

how was this mirrisge termincted?

hap ducensed soldiir any children now Lliving?

(Continucd on Roverss Side)

Eff qid Form Ho, 2 = Page 3
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If 56, give nnse, sox, age Ghdé addruss of cach living child:

- Hume in Full
[Christinn, middl: and surpomc) 3ox Lp

{If thur. ar. ooy additional namos, glve
and attach)

u informotion on separate shoot

Hzs a l.gel guardizs boen sppeinted for eay of tho abave children?
If so, give nemes and addrossvs of cueh guerdipns in full:

Is the fother of decuascd seldier now living? 2zt

If so, gtate hia nome and address

If net, when and where dié ke dile? 1@4;// ‘f';’g U-V‘?{ 77 &

hag the 2bovue-cerod father abandoncd the support of his family?

I sz, state circumstencos

I¢ the mouher af doesaawd soldier now living? Hyﬁ’l-—‘

o
If 30, state her nome and addreas Z}-’AM[M %W

éﬁ / ‘}Zizcr,aa Ptttz TR

What wes ber maidon name? ;f: - -, -

If deeozscd, when oed where did she die?

ety brothers or sisters now living? %Z‘—_—_ﬂ‘

sex, g8 and adiruss of vach living brother snd sister:

; o l. spare  ex  ags . Po3i Offiew address in Full
el Fothrereadifuril | /1 .-
Frselt Mosduoorug 1T I2srsrn J7
bipred ol P Lnaping P
M Ko f et 27 Zppeene [
i;dt_}::iac;;u &ny ﬁd.d:‘.l.‘nfl rormes, glve semc infopmation on separttie oheot
!
T Gfrfp A

e fw%“’é Y
- - ’ SR

"lettors of admitistraiica

ame of grandchilg
niddle and surnamec) | hgs flige pddre Hgme of Parent

“(If thore are any additiomal numes, give samu information ow gcparate sheut
ond attach)

Did the deceased Boldier lemve & will? A

4
If 5o, ha3 an Exrecutcr of his sstat. bocn appointud by probote court?_mf
+
If sa, give pame and addresg of Exseutor and inslose certified copy of

letters of edninistroticn

If the decersed goldier left u will swd an Execetor has pat yot been mppointed,
ig it the intostion of the Bxeputor to grebote the will?
Has en Administeolor of tho wvitaie been appeinted by probatc court?

If ap, give nome Bod address of administrator and inclose & certificd copy of

Clairent Lurther declores thet ths above enswer: and stetemsnts
are true, oxcept o5 te those fects which are steted Lo Lu ungarteln; that
cloizent hea rat purpesoly refroinsd from epawering any question or furoish-

ing ony requestsd infermitiony thet mekes the foregoing application
{he or she)

and this affidavit in ,ﬁi= relationship {or cepaetty) of (_&_
Gtat.

{his or her)

chpecity, 25 hxscutor, wdministrmruer or GluZ,‘ 14 or relaticvkonlp as Widew,
sl v Lot I bupewneh

3on, Lovghler, father, Nother, wie. A¥u# of decensed soldisr,
1

fer the purpozg of

miger ¢hild, ur wstiate of decomevdy e the ozse mRY ]

argbling the United Seniea to dispose of the offccts of sa2id deccased

Eff. U Form He, 2 - Page §
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previsions of oriicle of Wer 112 (10 U.5.0. 1584)3 und,

that hes rewd the cpplication on Poge 1 horeof und the

‘?W
Witneasad hy: l’ %
(Signaturu of Glaimant)

thgmtun of’d‘i(m.aé

Sweorn to and subserited bufere me this 7 dey of W
vy 4 3. .
: y ) P
© ""{Iopress seel hers) @ (Od///.e/ /{‘/‘
. {GF it i i

statesonts thorzin contained are truc oad correct,

¥y commiszpion expires

Hote: If the zpplicaticn and «ffidevit ere executed by the Exucutor or
hdministrater of the estats of the dvcensed soldier, or by the Quardien of a
claiment, 2 certiftod copy of ihe letters of sdministration or gunrdinnshiy,
or sther lugel cvidence of appoiniment, must wu sticched, in whish cvant 3t
#ill Le unnicoszary to seeure the following offidsvit of a disinterested
witness, In all other casss the signeture of claoimant must be witoessed by
ong aisln‘t.;rcstfed.pul‘sw; el lugel cpu whe cen @rits cnd whe can execuls the
fellowing affidavit. all sigretures must be in ink and all other writing
Must by in typoariting or ink. In cnee the eclaloant's mapk is substituted
for the written signnture, two disinterested nttesting withesswus are roguired
who cen writs their naaes,

AFFIDAVIT OF DISINTERESTED %ITHESS

COUKTY OF,

¥
} 88
$TWIE OF j

Furavrally appeared before e, y ip eod
{lepe and title of official)

fyr the County 2nd State aforeseid,

{Mams of dieintercsted witaess)

aped - years, o eitizen of the United States, residing at

Bopn b

_ 194;‘7?.

Streit, ___Sgpadeelad P, County of
\Cit_,r, town ar \rlll.‘gl)

ﬁ—@. atL‘Le af Z 2"‘ T, who, tulng duly swern,

has been scqueinted sith the fnxily of

dcclores shat _=
[he or she)

for }j-_ years and indws

(Hedle of ‘;"z{cna*’eu solddcr) ' .
/fé//:‘f,qw MM&) be the

(liame of Clalmant} !

(#fYationship, such ns

of spid degunsad soldier; thst 5
widow, soh, daughier, ste.} (he or she

has read the faregoing appliestion and affidevit and that to the bset of
d inowledge and Belief the saswors and stetoments therein

(his er hur)

contained are trie crd correct; thet snid applisstion and 2ffidevit were

aigned by the claimant ie = presuace; sad, that affiznat hag
(nia or her

nt intercst whetever in the pending applieetion f‘Or the ffeets af s2id

daceased soldier.

worn to and subscribued befors woe weis ‘f Guy of W

{Impress zozl here)

Wy Conmizsion Expires:

Eff. JM Form ¥e. 2 - Page T
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2 F760

ARMY HERVICE FORCES
KANSAS CITY QUARTERMASTER DEPOT
#54 HARDESTY AVENLE {S-12-17-43)
KANSAZ CITY 1, NIBBOLAE JRM: ALS : jic
November 17, 1943

IN RerLy REFER Ta_ N 28980

Mrs. Kathsrine Hrywnak
R.F.D. #&
Hoscow, Pennaylvanis

Dear Mrs, Hrywnak:

Thank Fou for sending this Bureau the form needed in
connection with disposal of the property of your son, Staff
Sergeant John Hrywnak,

There is inclesed checlk for $103.01, which is the only
property of Sergeant Hrywnak received at the Arny Effects Bu-
reau to date, These funds were received by mail from overseas,
It 1ls possible that additionsl belonginge of your son will ar-
rive at a later date, and the inbrmation you have furaished will
enatle us to make prompt shipment of such property.

My action in sending thie check does not, of itsalrf,
wvest title in you. These funds are transmitted only in order
that some responsible person receive them so that distrimtion
may be made in accordance with the laws of the state of your
aon's legal residence.

Please acknowledge receipt of the check in the space
orovided below. For your convenlence, thers is inclosed an
addressed envelope whick needs no postage,

Yours very truly,

/ /

Major .M.C.
Asst. Bffectz Quarternaster
2 Incls,

Chaglc
Envelope

Reeceipt acknowledged.

e 79 79%3

Date

Signature

No\EMERaL T, 1742
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NoVEMEReL &, 1145

CHECK REQUISITION
Jk

T0: Accounting Branch
Account 3827

Flease issue check pa:ubleo ta Case No. 28960
Eatherine Eryemak
BT, #2

Moscow, Fennsylvania

imount $_ 103,01

Mleen L. Smith J JFdé

{Corrcspondery )

"~ zek Mo, 2978
3827

28960

Initinls 8

Noveuaen 18 L3

KxTHER INE HRYunax 16z, 01

One Huwones Tumer ano No/lGO

Hasor Q.M. 0.
Agsr,

Eff @' Form 49
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sguri & Docerber L
s Duta,

Kursas
Subjec=: Report of transecTions ic disposing of the cifacts of

doln Byyenal . 33248560 ; lnte o

\Hums = deecaced soldive; Inray Serial Holy
. My Corps y Who disd
TGrais WLERUWLLZATANG, AR OF Service)

ot the T Auy of m, 1943, ot Soutiomst Paplfio ivea .

T 1 The adjutant Genural, Wer Supartruent, Tashicgton, DL G

ying with il e Fummary {c ri=¥urtial, venidl ot Kansas Qity,
Ma., pursuact to 5. O. 228, o ROGH D2poT, datad 25 Sunt Toi343,
sursogae o dispesing of the eflueks of tiw wbove-vared seldicr, reports thuts

., Wo lepel reprusentative or widow of Thy descdent velng oresent ot biz eums
ar gubrters;, FOPDDRODOBCEE Y. r& [orward-d T8 this SurdbLry Court=-ieezial.
artain

kN Leenl debtors ocwed ducedonttzs cztute § Bone y ol wWhick thz 3
wus colloctad, {If nething wms fcund ma or salluched, stuzz M
foord colischad.) {Ingl. ]

“ors the Swm of 5 AOTE | whish nas

T imsud rew R

igpuTad local cred
zm Dunds of duesdunt. 1ir

rtinl Oy

neen oidr oy the Summory Courts
#8y 4% governmenbk sMpornAs to poras
TDTED balawi.

1 zonvinen oat Karmspa 25Ey, lidsgouri, on

16 Bevemiver | 13:¢ 3, pursuant to Spocinl Ordors 228, Huadquarters, RLY

cemad 25 September LE$3, the fapiicstism emdfrm artideviz e fatherioe Hoyeek
TP

T ot

for tne olIluvots of Tos obeove-numod docenged acoidice,

nt ]
szassion ol the

rowith othe

ted §iuias,

A re
“kercupon, This w Gourtaifoptiel sl
11z, Betiwrine Rrywuak
vaue oF pirsen Isund wotitlod)
of rD. #3 B Konatrw, ,
- LAumbEr, T SERUGTEE avenug ) ity Tuwn or JZlisgs)

cl' Fenndylvania , is the Bother al' the akovan~

\Relazianshlp or Tipecdity)

2 te rogaiv: kiz affaeta,

DeCaMERss, 1143
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e . : ' 482055 J ANUA% 7,
4

ADVICE OF PAYMENT OF SETTLEMENT TO ACCOMPANY CHECK

GENERAL. ACCOUNTING OFFICE

- CARL WrrcHmg
Claim No 1235834 WASHINGTON, J2ausry 7, 1944 C0L. ¥p
- (Date) uSHINGroN, 5o
In correspondence S
e i e Syu, 200-848
CERTIFICATE No.
Kstherine Hrywnek, zs mother of John Hrywnek, 0779339
deceased,
R.7.D. #3,

Hoscow, Peungylvenia.

I have certified that there is due you from the United States, payable from the appropriation (s)
Indicated, the sum of—

ONE HUNDRED FIFTY-FIVE AND 52/100 Dollars ($.155:52 )

on account of

pey due decedent at date of death, September 7, 1943 2# staff sergesut, 403rd Bomb
Squadron, 43rd Bomb Group (H), Air Corps.

212/40425 Finance Service, Army, 1942-1944
Limitation 212/40425,

1-74 F 414-01 A 0425-24

3213898

Lindsey C, Warrem [ ' -

b o

Comptroller General of the United Staes,
HAREY L. STEBEIN

The enclosed Treasury check is In settlement of said claim(s).

By.

1744
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Shewn on Tally I as Hrynak
TALLY In no._ 0539 THVENTGAY TATE 5/3/44

EFFECTS CF TOHN HETANAK
ARMY SERIAL HO. BES45689 '

ORG.___422nd Pomb S4. H Adr Corps

casE wo. A dF & O

RANE__Sg+

lorked Storopge Space

CONSIONCR
DELIVEAING CARRIER G B/L KO. G B/L DATE
{ Package '
Ho. ! Article Desgoripticn femarks
i #1 : 1l Fr. shosa
FACE: GE . 1l Pr., shoe tTraes Mother: r
; ; 1 Tailet casse Eathyrn Hrywnak
! | 1 Wallet w/photos | R® D gs
. 1 Hazor . Moscow, Fa.
: 2 HNota booksa
2 Fr. shoe strings Attached:
i 1 Lot of letters 1 1 Form 54 N i
' 1 Shirt wiwings 1L Form 28
' 1 Pp, trousers
i 1l Hail eclippers ] G.I. CHECEED
f i 1 Souvenir dollar bill | SHORTAGE ON REVERSE
: 1 Sillver doller
i i 8 Pannles, US.
! 1 Souvenir coin .
! 1 Sewing kit i i
! .3 Ties
' 1 Sultcase
: 1 Collar plno \
. 1 Box pencil leads e
: RS
f | |
i ... i
Yarehouse Spaca TiEX Inventeried 3y Litule

famked Gy

LaFevera5/l0/44 GIN:gc

M 3 1144
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ARMY SERVICE PORCES )
KANSAS CITY QUARTERMASTER DERPCT
401 HARDESTY AVENUE

KAMEAS CITY |, MISEQURF

8

(Swburd 5l
IW REPLY REFER 138960-13 MIH‘th}

May 15, 194k

M 19, 1144
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(11, 1944

A letter was sent requesting that John's personal belongings be returned to his Mother.
Based upon the handwriting, the letter was probably penned by one of John's sisters for her
Mother.
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ARKY STRVICE FORCES
ARMY EFFECTS BUHEAY
man
ORLER, FOR SEIPHINT ’
: Eelen Alexander
Suspense_ 6 June 1944

Case No._ 28960 D "

"‘Date - 23 May 1944
MEHCHRANDUM TC Wareshonse Branch:
. Flease aee that the personal effects on the zhove mentioned
case are packed, weighed and ready for shipment promptly so thet
they may be readily picked up. Bills of hading and all other
papers will be marked with the case number and car be identified

thereby, The original of this form should be returned to the
Administrative Branch after completign. ’

Bifects oft Staff Sergeant John Erywnalk - Serial Wo._ 33345669 =

Ship to: Mrs. Eatherine Hrywnak

Street and Humter B, F, D, §3

City and Stats Moscow, Bemmsylvania
Ship vie:_ n,/}ﬂkﬂ//‘/ Gow't WL No,
N | e - N ) . .

v

i o
For the Efi’eb“ Quartermaster

LIST OF PACKAGES SHIPFED

S Cbloge.

7/

Tranked Mail--l oy legs

Barcel Post Charses i Rl
istimeted Bxpreas Charges BN
Esgimsted Freizht Charges

Total Humber of Pieces: 4 Shipping clerk‘ﬁ’_‘ﬁggﬂ'—
Weight of Shipment: L Date L

D51 jeh
Affecta M Form 14 {(Rev. 10/15/13)

M 75 1144
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M 2, 1144

ARMY SERVICE FORCES
KANSAS CITY QUARTERMASTER DEPOT

601 HARDESTY AVENUE (3—30 Jun [011-)
KANSAS CITY 1. MISSDURI_ JR:M:HA mes
20 May 1944

IN REPLY REFER To:#28960 D

Mrs. Katherine Hrywnak
R. F. D. #3
Moscow, Pennsylvania

Dear Mrs. Hrywnak:

Thank you for confirming your address in connecticn with the
disposal of the personal property of your son, Staff Sergeant John

Hrywnak.

Shipment of this property has been made to you by parcel
post on May 25, 1944. Upon arrival of the package, please sign and
return one copy of the inclosed receipt. For your convenience, there
is inclosed an addressed envelope which needs no postage.

My action in sending such effects does not, of itself, vest
title in you. These effects are transmitted only in order that some
responsible person recelve them, so that distribution may be made in
accordance with the laws of your son's legal residence.

Prompt return of the signed receipt will be appreciated.

Yours very truly,

%%WMC/
&

0. k. DARNALL
Administrative Assistant
Army Effects Bureau

2 Incls.

Form 5
Envelope

141



Mea:Ew
In tha maitsr of the dispesiticn)
of *the effeats cf: 1
) Case Vo, 289600
Staff Sargeant John i k)
\iame of decassed soldier ) I
}
)
3235460 )

[Serigl Nimbew)

City Quartermszter Depot, Hansme Clty, Missouwri, the following effects of the

above-nased deceaszed soldier:

Purter Lrsicles tmber Artinles

1 pr. Shoeg 1 Soyverdr dollar bill
1 . Shoe trees J e 1 ) Silver dollar

1 Toilet case 2 Pennies U. S,

1 Hallet u/phutna/ 1 _Souvenir coing

r Razor /. L Sewing idt

2 Hote bocks 3 Ties

2 pr. Shoe strings 1

1 Lot I.e‘hte:s"/ 1

1 Shirt w/wings 1 box

iy

muure of Titness)

1Eipmature

[y c;si:é'}
L L 5 2 52
_,Laé:mz_ﬁz) -

LZ.:;L.._“___

M, 1144
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JUNG 10, 1744

This was the day that—/ by his Mother and his
sister Julia.

143



JUNG 3, 1744

ARMY SERVICE FORCES
KANSAS CITY QUARTERMASTER DEPCT

Lo wamoeen avenue JEMHA 1o
BAZ SITY 1, Miw T 0 June 1942,

IN REPLY REFER m-m (#2890 D)

SUBJECT: Repart of transsctions by Summery ch-L:ml, Avmy BEffecta
Burean

0 :mamm,m,a.c.

¢

1. Mmhmhlﬂtentmmm!mmtom
offica, dntadébmmu,ﬁhammjwtuabon stated, trans—
mittd::grepmorthn&mrycwmntthilﬂmincmcum

with the dispoaiticn of the sffects or%
AL., deconsed. .

24 m&mmmﬁmmmthmu-
ceived here and farmarded to Ere. EKatherine Hrywnsk, R. F. 0. » Moscow,
Pennsylvania, mother of the doceased, under date of 25 May 194k, 1n
ammﬁththam“ﬁmngorthewcmmm
themthmcleorm.

For the Effectas srternaster:

G N GALVIN, JH.
1at Lt. C M0,
Chdef, Adm. Comtrol Branch
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ARMY SERVICE FORCES
KANSAS CITY QUARTERMASTER DEPOT

eicpisuosel s e
g s mee.

IN REALY REFER m-m fﬂ?ﬂ?m D)

SUSJECT: Repart of transsctions by Summary cm1, Army Etfecta
Bureag

TO :mammm,mm,a.c.

v

1. wmumulamxmmwrmmtom
offics, ht&éml?h},ﬂhaumjwtum“ stated, trans—
mihth:grq:morthu&mrycwmntuﬁsﬂminwm

Tith the diapoaitien of the affects of _John Brywnak, JIUS669, S/Sgbe,
A.C., decoased, )

2. mummm«mmmwmw
ceived here and forwarded to Nre. Katherine Rrymnak, R. F, D. #3, Moscow,
Pennsylvania, mother of the deceased, under date of 25 Yay 1944, 1n

accordance with the previcus finding of the Sumnery Courteiinrtial under
the 1¥2th artisie of war,

For tha Effecta Coarternaster:

Ge s GALVIN, JH,
lst Lt cX.C.
Chief, sdm. Cantrol Branch

Jue 21, 1144
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JULC 2T, 1944

et /) =2/  REPORT OF INTERMENT-2()1 50!

ifm 1, 1943 {TH m.aau AND AR 30- 1315} -D”* rd Er»—wb Zodn.
{Laat muma) {Flrst) [Inltll[] [Serln.l number) {Rank) O reantothon |
TMile Drome, Port lrresby, N.G. 7 Scptimber, 1943 (Combat Mission)Plane Crash, ¥IA.
_(.Plls:q ol deach) . {Date of deach) {Case of death}
L1020 honrs,. 8 Septerber, 1942, USaF Cemetery, FPort lioreshby No, L., Hew Guinesy
- (Tirmia and dace of burial) {Mama of cemarary) {Mama or mr\dlnlm oo |ocathan)

{Grava nuamberp {Rew numbar) {Plox number) (T-rpu uImrlun—Jln;uhrJnn V-chlpul ar n:h"]

Disposition of identification tags : Burled with body Yes. [ Mo []  Attached to marker Yes [3 Ne []

i no dentifatbon tige, what meine of Mantificatlon are buried with the body I}

"l 1o identificacion <ags, bt Mdentlcy definlecky sscabliahed, give particubsn) [ ()
Body burled on RIGHT LG, LOLALD, mebert G. L 0=7EE936. Znd Lisub 4ord Zemb, Grp. 310
{Hame] {Serial numbark tRanky 07 rilr@itmtion) 34 dtSgve numhl}

Body buried on LEFT * M. WO, Sarwel, M. 2ETT9RL :"J"rz‘a.ht' hird Bembe Sro.
[Mame) {Serla numh-r:l {Rank) {Organizaclon} {c rave numb
s Matheom, Erymmek,, . GFD # 9, | lose licther) .
(Mame and addrew of EHEMENCY ADDRESSEE) lI'Nnml and ujdrqnd LEG&L NEXT DF I.IN} .

List only personal effects FOUND ON BODY and disposition of,same : ¢QY/

_ﬂf;;-:m.il;if AL
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QFFICERS

MICHAEL MORAN
Se. Viee Cammander

EVAN DAVIS
1st Jr. Wiee Cammander

FRED KOLLRA
nd Jr. Wice Commander

JOSEPH W. WETTER
Finance Officer

DEWEY McHALE
Chaplain
GEORGE BONMNER

Historian

COL. JAMES COOPER
Judge Advocate

GEORGE REIDMILLER
Sergrant-ar-Arms

JACK GOODRWIN
State Execurive Committerman

COL. JAMES COOPER
Alternate
State Executive Commiteseman

FRED BONNERT
STANLEY ELOVENSKY
Colw Guards

JOSERH OQUINMN
GEORGE HIGGINS
Calor Baarers

TAUSTEES

THEODORE H. STRAUB
One Year

RICHARD BEYNON
Twe Years

GEORGE BONNER
Theee Years

<[

ARGONNE CHAPTER No. 129
MILITARY ORDER of the PURPLE HEART

802 Mulberry Straet

SCRANTON 10, PENNSYLVANIA

31z

RICHARD REYMNON
Comemander

Scrantan 4, Pa
Phane 2.1437

JOSEPH W. WETTER

Dmr%‘“%‘”‘w

The Military Order of the Purple Heart is present-
ing MEMORIALS to each family of our gallant men, who
so nobly made the supreme sacrifice for God and Country.

We feel it fitting and proper that we should pay
our special respects to those who died to preserve our
right to worship God, as we choose.

In the presentation of these Memorials, we would
like to include the names of the members of your church
who have died while serving in the war, and in addition,
we would greatly appreciate your sending in the names of
the men who have died or have been killed in action each
month.

The information we need, to fill in our Memorial is
as follows: Full name, address, rank, end branch of service

the deceased served in.

Your cooperation in this matter and an early reply
will be appreciated.

Yours in Patriotism,

Adjurane
307 lith Serese
Scranten 4. Pa.
Phone 3-8140

C&;ZLZ »*’:‘-?74:44_./

Commander.

Adjutant.

8. Hyde Park Avenur

FORRIFD 1149
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MCAE, 1149

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY AIR FORCES
OFFICE OF THE COMMANPING GENERAL
WASHINGTON 25.D. C.

MEMORIAL DAY 1945

Dear Mrs. Hrywnsk:
We sre azain mindful on this Memorial Dsy of our

deht to those of the Army Air Forces who have given their

lives for our Country. Their memory is always with us.

Very sincerely,

E. H. ARNOLD
Commanding Generzl, Army Alr Fordsg
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ONVH 1431
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IF DECEASED UNIDENTIFIED

TAKE FinERPRINTS OF BOTH HANDS (W. D. Cir. No. 79;
3/19/43). If unable to obtain a complete set of fingerprints, TAKE
THOSE YOU CAN, and fill in as many of the following as you are
able : :
Height :
Weight :

Apparent nationality :

Laundwy marks :

Color ot eyes : Mumber of rifle :

Colar of hair : ‘Wear glasses ?

Race : Is tooth chart attached 7
[if possible, have madical perseanal taka o #ooth chart]

In space below, locate and describe any scars, birthmarks, moles de-
formities, ete. :

Note below any identifying clues found, such as lettars, photographs,
probable organization of deceased, ete. :

N
. \':ITHIS IS AN ISOLATED BURIAL, AYTTACH A SKETCH
- THE LOCATION, ORIENTED WITH PERMANENT

NDMARKS. ] e
JrEANOMARKS. Ty e O, Slegf
aal . George. T, Taft, T/8gt. GRS,

e - [Signatura of gm;_:(r o JP'!?" pmaﬁ .r-porunq burlal)

(Yerified by Army GRS Officer)

R, Hovde, 1st, LEoQue,

THUME -

RIGHT HAND

1I’m not sure what this document
is and how it relates to John, but
it was included in the
documentation received.
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M 21, 1146

473, 35'”’;‘4{’?

SN B - e e e e e e

el e
Corrected Copy- °

e P —— i S

Bl il

TGraved* Raglehation

s - ageld ./ BEPORT OF INTERMENT'

25 .E"b'-_.
- LR

J ohn

2
ffw' J’Hr—: \ -’F {TM 10-630 AND AR 30-1815]

My 33345669

403rd. Bomb Sq.

S/Sgt. 43rd. Bomb Grp.

{Sarlai numbat}

T September, 1543

{Inital)

(Rank) : [Orgnn'lulluul

_(Gombat Mission) Flame crash.

H . (Last name} {First)
7 H:I.la rm,_ Port Mo gﬂb’y.
== (Plac¥ of deaih}

‘4 Aupust, 1945

N\ EJ
\

{Date of death)
U,3.A.F, Cemetery,

- “{Tima and date of burial)

[Caute- of duath) KIk,
Ipswich, Qld, Aust, . .

(Hame of cemeibery]

[Hame or co-ardinates of location}

Remaim disinterred frem Grave No, 309.

.84 F, Cemstery, 1. Port Moresby. NaGe ...

889 . Cross, (Reg) "
(Row numbar) [Plot number) {Typs of marker—Regulation-Y-shaped-or- ether)- -
No ]

" Disposition of identification fags: Buried with body  Yes [X] Yesx] No D

[Grave lllIT!ian

Atached to-marker’

Religion........ .

{If no- Idwntification tags, what means. of Idantification are burled with the. body 7]

\JF o idantification tags, but idsntity dafinitely sstsbiished, give udlullu}35-ﬁl:mr8 wrsuit 0
Body buried on RIGHT - .61

E'a'ml numht-rj (I.cn&l
Body buried on LEFT. . FELSTER . Roy. 4. 0-787352 . 2nd, Lt,
bl (Nlmll {SI'Iil numbar} A Rank}

Mrs, Kathryn E » RFD #4, Mosoow, Perma, (Mother),
[MNama Md addu!t of EHEIGENG ADDRESSEE) !Nomcn ana cdduu al' LEGAI. HEK‘I’ GF KINJ

_Li;tlunly personal affacts FOUND ON BODY and disposition of same: . POy e "[J

(21} M ﬂ/ | Iy \:{N"“ _ j't..‘.‘

v FH

This graves registration form
indicates that it is a corrected
copy which appears to have
dropped the “w” from the name
Hrywnak but also has
corrections in handwriting of
the correct spelling. Another
undated Graves Resistration
form is on the next page with a
hand correction of the spelling
of the last name from Brywnak
to Hrywnak.
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i ~. 4]. ' l"_‘
(B et REPORT OF lﬁfﬁg:m Hw- <01

fﬂ.wlﬂd ,’JI 1943} (T 'll] 430 AND AR 3 .|_EI 403rd. Bomb Sq.
o WRTTAK John 7 TWI)  335ME69  5/Sgt  43rd. Sanb Gp,
q‘1.u+ nam-] lFrrH] [ Initial] iElrIaI rumb-r‘ | Eké]mbﬂt I_.-{f&gqgi%
~ 7 Mile Dreme, Port Moreshby, W.G, 7 September, 1943 __f}__?lg.;_:p_ Crash, KIA.
[Flace of d‘ufh.:l [Dlri a»F duﬂi] [Caute of death)
LA Bugust, 1945 L UeSeAlF. Cenetery, Ipswich, Q1ld. Aust. . .
[Tlme and dale of burlall {Hame of ceamatary) [Hama ar cosordinafes of lacadian]

_Remains disinterred from Grave No. 309, U.S.A.F. Cemetary, $l. Forb loresby. N.G.

BBY o CTOBS, (REE)

'lﬁmunumbcri . {Rew numbar) [PMlot numbar) [Type of m.trhr—!:-lqulahi.ln ¥sh shanid Bf n"ltr:l
Disposition of identification tags: Buried with body  Yes [X] Ne [] Attached to marker  Yes [z Ne [T]
Religion... . . Gatholic,

UM na identification tags, what masar of Ideatification are burlad with the body?)

T {If o identification tags, but ldentlty definitaly astabllshad, give particulars)  BHth, Furguit

Body buried on RIGHT, ... GILLINGHAM Bernard — O-431865  2nd, L&, . 8qdn. 861....
[(Hame) [Serlal rumbar) [Rank) ]!'Ef:nhﬁij EEE_EGI&'JI numbar]

Body buried on LEFT... FELS8TER. Rey M. .. .. 0=T687352 . 2nd. Lt. Bompogites Fighter 917
[Hame! {Sarlal nurmkbar] {Rank] [Dtgamnhun] [Grave numb-rl

Mrs. Hathrym, ﬁrywnnl'_, RFD #3, Moscow. Penne, (Mother),. Grp. (F)

[Hama and addresi of EHEI#EHCT ADDRESSEE] [Hama and ﬂddrﬂl b* LFGAL N‘E!IIT 'DF KiM) --\. l
List only persenal effects FOUND ON BODY and dispesition of same: !
{21) N
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FEPATRIATION RoCORDS BRACH
& -8 QOet LE,
Dzte
P :
il CHRNAK, .

CainIlny  Ipswich Aust,

PLOT
ROw __ -
GR.V._ B89
IaiTat . Yo field
Carrect Records to Head:
H"-LJ — ’
' HEXWNAK TotA
MEColman . . .
Special Checier
Diascrepancy Verified Map '

/i

ocLopbRe?, 1146

This is a document identifies a
discrepancy in the spelling of John’s
last name stating that it was to be
corrected.
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FOR THE JUAWTIDMASTIER OHEDALe

UATCIH e 2LEY
Injor, J%
Aspiatard

ochobtFezé, 1146

156



DOCoMReA, 1146

WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

4 December 1946

Mrs. Zathryn Hrynak
Route #3
Moscow, Pernsylvania

Dear Mrs., Hrynek:

The War Department iz most desirous that you be furnished infor-
mation regarding the burial locatlon of your son, the late Staff Ser-
geant John Brynak, A.5.N. 33 2345 669.

The recorie of this office disclose that his remains are interred
in the United States Armed Forces Cemetery Ipswich, grave 889. You
may be assured that the identificatlon and interment have Deen accom-
plished with fitting dlgnity and solemnity.

wis cemetery is located at Brisbene, Australia, and is under the
constant care and supervision of United States military perscmmel.

The War Department has now been authorized to comply, at Govern-
ment expense, with the feasible wishes of the next of kin regarding
final intermsnt, hers or abroad, of the remains of yowr loved one. At
& later date, this office will, without any actlon on your part, pro-
vide all lsgal next of kin with full informstion and solicit thelr de-
tailed desires.

Pleage accept my sincere sympathy in your great loss.

Sincerely yours,

)/d#f\/f ""q.:‘— —

T. B, LAREIN
Ma jor General
The Quartermzster General
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IN REFLY REFER TO

APRRL 18, 1147

WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER (GENERAL

QMGMR 293 WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Hrywnak, John
A.S.N. 33 345 669 18 April 1947

Mra. Katherine
Rural Free Delivery #3
Moscow, Pennsylvania

Dear Mra. Hrywnak:

Inclosed herewith is a ploture of the United States Armed Forces
Cemetery Ipswich, Australia, in which your som, the lete Staff Sergeant
John Hrywnak, 1e buried.

It is my sincere hope that you may gain sdame solace from this
view of the surrocundings in which your loved cne rests. As you can
see, this is a place of simple dignity, neat and well cared for.
Hore, assured of continuocus care, now rest the remains of a few of
those heroic dead who fell together In the service of our country.

This comotery will be maintained as a temporary resting place
until, in accordance with the wishes of the next of kin, all re-
m=2ins are oither placed in permanent American cemeteriles overseas
or returned to the Homeland for final burial.

Sincerely yours,

_/’% &\ /ff;;/é R

1 Tncl G. A. HO
Photograph Brigadier General, QMC
Chief, Memorial Division
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APRRL 18, 1147

A picture of the gated cemetery entrance of IPSWICH where John was buried was sent to his
mother

U.S. ARMED FORCES CEMETERY, IPSWICH, AUSTRALIA : 159
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1 June 1947

Dalivery #3
J‘lmn-l:z‘

Krs. Xatharine

Bowl Fres
m:

'“hmuﬂm!m'

Perscnal mTengesents bo mads

or other
affice.

i
.
e
0 mmm
i ! H
mmm

w“m.

mmm
i BN
B

160




JUNG 11, 1147

BUDGET BURFAL No. 4-R277

.~ REQUEST FOR DISPOSITION OF RF™VINS

‘
AP DECERSED, WAME. ARMY SERIAL NUMBER AND REPORTED PLACE OF SURIAL CATE:

8/Sgt. John Hrywmak, 33 345 669
Grave 889,

11 hi
T. 8. Armed Forcee Cemetery Ipewich uae 1547
Brisbtens, Aunstralia
A c
DO NOT WRITE ABGYE THiS LINE B o

NOTE,—The naxt af kin should familiarize himseif with the contants of the pamphist, * Dispasition of Warld War || Arenad Farces Dwad." before
fl”ln? out this form.  Whan the proper part of this furm is filled owt and sroperly signed by the next of kin, it should be returnad to the
DFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL. MEMORIAL CHYISION, WA& DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON 25, D. .. in the
self-addressad postage-free anvelops provided far this purpasa,

If you are the next of kin or authsrized representative of naxt of kin and desire to dirsct the dispositien of tha remains, please fill in PART |

of this form.
PART |
) [Pleass indi; ! 1o the by plecing on
I in tha proper .
L8 i PHINT OR TYPE AANE OF NEXT OF NN} " o)
[T wicow O winowes O sonover o vesrsoin [} osuaHTeR over 21 vEARs oLD
] Fathen %‘HE& (3 sromHer over 71 YeaRs oo [ sisten over o1 veurs oLp

D RELATIONSHIP OTHER THAN ABOVE (dpecira)

HAVING FAMILIARIZED MYSELF W1 TH THE OFTIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE AWAILABLE TD ME WITH RESPECT TO THE FINAL RESTING PLACE OF THE DECEASED
DESIGHATED ABQVE, NOW DO DECLARE THAT IT IS MY CESLRE THAT THE REMAINS: (Pleass place on “X* in tha bax opposits the option youw haps arivcted.)

D 1. BE INTERRED 1N & PERMANENT AMERICAN MILITRRY CEMETERY OVERSEAS.

I:l 7. BE RETURNED TG THE UNITEDH STATES OR ANY POSSESSION OR TERRITORY THEREOF FOR INTERMENT BY MEXT OF KIN IN & FRIVATE CEMETERY

(HAME AHD LOCATION GF CEMETERY)

D 3. BE RETURNED TO - THE HOMELAND OF THE DECEASED OR NEXT OF KIN. FOR INTERMENT BY NEXT OF KIM N A

(FOREIGN COUNTRY]
-
PRIVATE CEMETERY LODCATED AT, o~ gy
LOCATION OF CEMETRRY SELECTED) L e
4. BE RETURNED TO THE UNITED STATES FOR FINAL INTERMENT TN A NATIONAL CEMETERY LOCATED AT éE L ”4/
P OF NA TEMETERY SELECTED}
{Please thal I ganr aron rellg wervices ai & locativn ather ¢ the selavied notional Eery v dewired by placing an *'I™ in the proper box)
THE NAME OF THE DECEASED, THE SERTAL NUMBER AND GRADE ARE CORRECT EXCEPT FOR THE FOLLOWING CHANGES, (ifna e ¥
this fact by 7!-; the ward “NONE* in the space balom.)
0OME FoRM o PAGE |
: Fol . ——
PRCTRII 345 MILITARY g 2 D R

The form was
completed and
submitted by John's
mother requesting
disposition of his
remains. The date

this was competed is

not known.
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JUNG 11, 1147

S £

2y sl HELRALLE
(':_',ﬁ' iF INCOMPLET]
0y9s  ADVISE WRITS

If mot clibmed within 28 days, please
return 1o The "TOWN CLERK'
Tpswich. Quesnaland
AUSTRALIA

cMemorial Day?
Commemoration

U.S.A. Army Cemelery, lpswich, Q. 1947

“They? shall not grow old as
QUEENSLAND We that are left prow old;

eApe shall not weary® them,

eNor- the years condemn.

cAt the poing down of the sun,
cAnd in the morning,

WE WILL <REMEMBER THEM."”

Name j.'dw. W
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g 4, 1147

Right after the crash SSGT John Hrywnak was buried in grave #309 US Air Force Cemetery , #1
Port Moresby, New Gui

Brisbane Australia. 2nd

On this day John was r
SSGT Samuel M.

Lt Robert G. McDonald
Wilkinson was buried t
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i oMeraz6, 1141

1 DISINTERMENT DIRECTIVE )/
HRECTIVE NUMBEER DATE
SECTION A —
NAME ARD BURIAL LOCATION OF DECEASED 825 00587 26 E 05,147
= DAY MONTH| YEAR
NAME o o T SERIAL NUMBER RANK ARM| DATE OF DEATH
HRYWNAK JGHN 33345665 |5-5C¢ |I o
4 DAY {MONTH | YEAR
CEMETERY .—/".:3-;.' - . DASPOSITION QF REMAIMS
IPSWICH USAF CEM BRISBANE 113221 0z
CODE | DIST. PT.
PLOT ROW | GRAVE CQUNTRY CALUSE OF DEATH
888 AUSTRALTA 2
SEGTRIN B — CONSIGNEE AND HEXT OF KIN
NAME AND ADDRESS OF COMSIGNEE MNAME AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OF Kin
GETTYSBURG NATIONAL CEMETERY MRS. KATHERINE HRY'NNAK
GETTYSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA ROUTE. 3 - R
MOSGOW »PE NNSYL\?AN A - ; -
SECTION € — DISINTERMENT AND IDERTIFICATIGN - This was the d ay that a
NAME SEREAL NUMBER RAMK DATE OF DEATH DATE DISTINTERRED N N
HEYWNAE, John Z3T45669 ‘ S 5G,| 7 September, 1943 6 December, 1947 d I reCtlve1 n um ber 825
IDENTIFICATION TAG ON EG%ASEA“BBSMB 5Q RELIGION IDENTIFICATION VERIFIED BY = " 00587 W aS g I V e n W aS
X1 REMAINS G.%. White, . ..
CX] sarcer i‘3RD BOMB GP (H k c Embalmer NAME AND TITLE g|Ven to dISInter SSGT
SECTION D — PREPARATION OF REMAINS FOR SHIPMENT John H rywn ak's remains
MNATURE OF BURIAL COMDITION GF REMAINS
Casket Skelaton, incomplets. 1 at the IPSWICH US Al’my
OTHER MEANS OF IDENTIFICATION ' ! FO rces C emeter y | n
Name plate on marker Brisbane, Australia.
| MINOR DHSCREPANCIES 1
MC Form 1194
Hone
REMAINS PREPARED AND PLACED IM CASKET

pate 9 December, 1947 gy B.G. WELTON

. CASKET SEALED BY EMBALMER (Sigriature)

E.H, HORSE B.G. MELTON ]Wz’//é:#

CASKET BOXED AND MARKED SHIFPING ADDRESS VERIFIED BY

vated Dec. 47 sy PETER JOSE . BUNWELL, 1lst L%, Inf
I hereby certify that all the foregoing operations were :onduc‘ted aned accomplished under my immédiate supervisian

and that the report above is carrect,
& Z%//{ ol _;

A, 0, BUNNELL, lst Lt, Inf
SIGNATURE OF GRS INSPECTOR

1 Prepare Discrepancy Report QMC Forrn I194a for major discrepancies. |

e 119 ' 164



THR AMBRICAN LEgToN
Wilson-Conklin FPost 579
Woseow, Pa,

October 27, 1947

#33 34
Grave
U.3.Army Forcss Cematary
Ipswich, Brisbana
Australia

In Ke: s/set hn Hrywnak
9
9

¥ar Department
Office of The duartermsster Genaral
¥ashington, D. C,

Gentlemen:

Relative to the above subject, form "R
. . u
Sisposition of Remaing' has bean filled’out and ?gtgigagog -
proximately four months ago, P

Up to the present time the Mother of the 4
" s c
has heard nothing, and is exceedingly anxious, so woglga;:e)g

kindly inform ug at your earliest convenienes tha 8xact status

in this cage,

Thanking you in advanca,

ocboRBReZl, 1147

The local American Legion intervened for Mrs.
Hrywnak in trying to get John’s remains
returned to the United States.

Post Adjutant J\
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i =
QHBHT 293
Erywrak, Jelu .
T Normbur 1M7

EF 33 345 sa¥

¥rs. Katharine Bryweak -
Eguta ¥3

Dsay Mps. Hrywmak:

iz jaquiry bas Been received Tecemdly from Nr. William B, Lowsli,
Font Adjutant, The Awericen Leglon, ¥ilsonComklin Pont E79, Moadow,
Pennmylvania, pertainibg to the ramalin of your eon, the lete Stafy
Sergeans Jolm Erymak. .

i wizh %o infarm you that the *Recuret for Fimonition of Ramaine
Tora has baen rooeived in this offiee, Plesss rest sssarsd that the
gopartumt_of t!.'fl Arsy will ocomply with yror wishes as yscordsd an the

oOFR . .

Plamss do not hewttats 4o éall uTOR W4 st any time 1f you halleve
we crn aEsicrd yoo forsher.

! Stnoerely ycurs, g{_
) -
2€
e
RICHAPD B, COOMES “é's-_s F
Rajor, OMC - Te 2
Hemprinl Diviston % o
Z =4
)
. Lowall ' E -
tant, The dmerican Legicn
onklin FPost 573 TR s
Moscow Pan.nsylva_nj.a. -~ m"‘:
n o e
& i
R, | gg
WA
] b

No\lGMpeRsT, 1147

Mrs. Hrywnak received
notification that the
request for Disposition of
remains had been received
by the department of the

Army.
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COHRESPONDENCE ACTION SHEET

Mr.
Liss.

Addressee <Ig

State M 7

&

Q

o

&

City,State 475
Date letter "

Cameter:r
Temporarys:

Permanent :

Plot How Gr Cem. Hame or No. City Country

PARAGRAFHS —— ADDITIOMAL ——- DATA - VODIFICATIONS —-
(sequence) ec

165 7 | e Dadleure § Frrert

f
o
I wish to inform you that the "Request for Disposition of Remalns® E.
form has been received in this office, Flease rest assured that the E

Department of the Army will cemply with your wishes as recorded on the
1 form.

/¢ Gz -

LN
L
gt
=
o oA N
EANK
ol a e
WYV
Analyst Typtst Reviewer Modifications Oked ¢

4T 11

NoNEMGRaT, 1147
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placed in a casket.

John's remains, recor
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RECORD OF CUSTODIAL TRANSFER

-1, SHIPPED

| M MAUSOLEGM # 4, REDBANK, QiD,

™., . USAT GOUCHER VICTGRY.,

*

KIND QF CON O 97

DATE

DocMireZ,

1147

This is the record of the transfer of John’s

remains, first from a mausoleum in
Redbank, Queensland, Australia to the
USATR Goucher Victory, then to the
USAT Cardinal O’Donnell, then to Fort
Mason, California and finally to the
Philadelphia Quarter Master Depot.

. 2. SHI
FREHW.
GIUCHER VICTORY
KIND OF CONVEYANCE
-} it
SIGNATURE OF SHIPPER - A flnanty
L §. 0. NARRRM gpe, w8, |
FROM :
USAT CARDIRAL OtCONNRLL USAT CARDINAL O'CONMELL
KIND OF CONVEYANCE MAME OF CONVOYER
Z20
SIGNATURE OF SHIBPER DATE TURE OPRECEIVER . DATE
31 J : 3L Jan
Bebert M, Jenes, 5TA 1948 \(W Capt, TC 1948
4 SHIPPER. L ../
S FRO T tem Tk e -
M N : T AQ 3FFE, ¥T ZiZ0¥, 746TD,
| KIND OF CONVEYTANCE MAME OF CONVOYER
SIGNATURE, OF SHIFPER DATE SIGNATURE OF ascswea DATE
EEWEY Tavuon captr  fiToe T oo } 1 e
‘}\\Al O H_kw,ga ¢ ol
5 SHIPPED s
FROM : - s T O
E’: ooy T OPASAN C'A.‘;SI?, -5 nﬂ.l!ﬁﬂlvhiﬂ. “ Danot
KIND OF CONVEVANCE NAME OF CONVOYER, ... .-
R&m "l . Lo

SIGWATURE OF SHIPPER

] £. SHIFFED
FROM O
KNG OF CONVEYANCE ’ MAME QF CONYQYER
SIGNATURE OF SHIFPER - DATE SIGNATURE OF RECEIVER DATE
I SHIFFED
FROM w0
KIND QF COMYEYANCE KaME OF COMVOYER
SIGNATURE QF SHIPPER BATE SIGNATURE OF RECEIVER DATE
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John's body was transferred from Mausoleum #4, Redbank, Qld. to the USAT (US Army
Transportation Service) Goucher Victory.
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Today the casket containing John's remains was transferred to the USAT Cardinal O'(C?)Donnell.
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FORRIARD 6, 1148

AGH
ADYT BR yxxia

& Pabruary 1948
QUDFE-293.3%

SUBJECT: Razains on the USAT Cardinal CtConnell A list of 24 deceased military personnel from the Armed
01 Superintendent Forces of the Army (AGF), Army (AAF), Navy and Marines
' Mattwahnre Natinnal Cematarv that were to be buried at Gettysburg was sent to the

Superintendent there. The list included name, rank, serial
number, race and religion.
e AU L WALWTTLLIE 178 A TRRA e M wRamm T e e - - . .
Passenger List of USAT Cardingl ('Comnell are dus t¢ arrive at this
Matribution Center in the near future for burial at your Uemstery:

ARMY  (AGF
DEY, Vieteor d. e 5 33275869 l‘mﬂig E‘(Eﬁ
v ] A ‘o
TARANTINI, John D sGT 6946790 o ren 1948 (contd)
ARNY 7
PK 293.8
GZURY, Stagher D/ T SG 13056189 WHITE  GATH, ﬁg Supt., Gettysburg Natl Cemetery, Cettysburg, Fe.
HATFIAK . donn %/ s/5cT 33345669 WAITE  CATE: .
A0CHES, CLAILc / w2 T s KARINE
HULENCHICK, S:ephin 8/5GT cHITE ATH . . y
XLINZ, Joseph Jr. T 33080405 WHITE  CaTH, #rF, wilour D. WY ;num mw PRt
NG FARLAKD, Morris CPL 7022396 WHITE  FEJT. WHChHY, Joserh Mishasl 5/50T M‘ WHITE A
RCISCH, Hicha~d J, CPL 33073452 WHITE  CATH. PAETRICK, Freak L m_’ WITE HERS
RO, Jasan C. CrL 31123090 THITE  FROT. PRILIIMG, Jusss Lever MG m, et cm;.mr
FILLGOK, Charies &, w/sur 6788294 TEITE  PAT. SIRLEIX, Wishesl J, e 46393 oy
YOUNG, Hamy o SGT 20329562 RHITE  Ta0T. TURE, Edvasd &. crL AI2852 WEITS  PROT
A b
YOUNT, Jack L. et aiichy WHITE T 2. You will be mebified =+ : Later date aa to date of arrival at
vy this Ossrter abd wher Somains will be availsble for shipment.
BLUE, Ameon 4 20 ¢6532670 VEGRD  GATH. For the Commanding Ofritert
CASE, John Biley Efp 2 2435066 WHITE BT,
FiaNKS, deas L. Jr, 53¢ 7556634 WHITE  FALT. )
NSCuLDA, Josezh J., 3R, M3 8197290 SRITE  CATH, FIUNE 3L GRREN, JE.
TLICHECE, John A, ate 6528436 WBITL  CaTH, EAdog, C
Azalatant
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The casket was then t
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FORRIARS 1, 1148

TRANSMITIING MEANT CAVPTOGRARH OF CLEAR TEXT

 MESSAGEFORM |~""|™
T p— FE’;’"" gm‘“’ WD AGO Form 11-168 was sent to
e s S T SrnaTis s o o Katherine Hrywnak requesting that
rmmmﬁgﬂgmﬂmm—m.# she notify vi_a telegram confirmation
__ PHITADELPHIA, FEMNA. of her desire to have her son
”‘“""T‘“.w.mm | e mTC:.F:”m icr:wterred at Gettysburg National
oD w3, i — emetery. She was also informed
! : ' REFERS T0 AHCTHER MESSAGE 1
- o | TR ot of the funeral
WAR DEPARDVENT WILL DELIVER REMAINS CF 1ATE_ 8 80 JONN NUTWLAK . | sufficient time for her to be able to
TN NEAR FUTURE. RECORDS CF THIS OFFICE attend but at her own expense.
_TNDICATE YOU WISH EEMATNS INTERRED AT (iwyopgpe  NATIONAL CEMETERY CUStomal’y mllltal’y and religiOUS
P—— _ ' . BECUEST TMUEDIATE CONFIRMATION EY i serv_ic_:es were to be _provided.
IELECRAM CCLIECT T0 PHILADELPHIA QUARTERASTER CEPOT ATTENTTCK AMERTCAN ¢ | Additional private services and
CRAVES REGISTRATION DIVISICH PHILATEIFHIA PENNSYLVANIA, NATIONAL CEMFTERY E ceremonies could follow.
SUPERINTENDENT WILL NOTIFY YOU DATE ARD HCUR FUNERAL SER‘G’ICE_“': WILL EE HEID - i

IN SUFFICIENT TIME TO PERKIT YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TOUR GAN EXFEKSE. ClBTmEARI

MILITARY HONCRS ANT REI.IGIC‘US SERVICES WILL RE PROVIDED AT CENETERY P

ADDITTONAT. PRTVATS SERVICES AND CEREWONIES OF YOUR CHCICE TO EE HELD AT

CONCLUSION OF REGULAR SERVICES MAY EE MADE BY YoU. IF TOU WISH SUCH ADDI-

TICHAL SERVICES OR CERENONIES NOTIFY WATIONAL CEMETERY OF YOUR DESIHES.

NECESSARY YCU INCLUDE MAME OF DECEASED IN REPLY TELEGHAN.

D. G. ECLLARD
LT. CCL., Q4G

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION — AUTHORIZATION
SNATLR

ORIGINATING AGENCY. - -
LML SRTC THE SAOUR | CFF UL TITCE

| zans

WD AGD FORM 1 1 168 iy Torm seperssles W1 vEd) Poro DL-LES, 00 g 4L, o L— - PRERF TR TTIEE R TE
15 JUN 1845 = und WLy AL Furm GG, 12 Mar 45, whizh are Slacee T3 174
=
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3.

UNION

U diidfs

WURS2 14 GOVT COLLECT
MOSCOW PENN FEB 11 10304
PHILADELPHI A QUARTERMASTER DEPOT
ATTN AMERICAN GRAVES REGISTRATEON GIVISijoN

| WISH TO HAVE REMAINS OF JOMN HRYWNAK  INTERRED
IN GETTYSBURG NATIONAL CEMETERY
MRS KATHARINE HRYWNAK,

HRY WM AK,

FORRBARG 11, 1748

At 10:10 a.m. a Western Union
telegram was sent to the
Philadelphia Quarter Master by
Katherine Hrywnak stating her
wishes to have her son interred
in Gettysburg National
Cemetery.
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Newspaper clipping indicating the five day journey by train from San Francisco to Philadelphia

FUNERAL TRANS DUE FEB. 23

San Francisco, Feb. 18 (#).—Fu-|
neral trains bearing Pacific war dead|
returned aboard the Transport Cai-|
dinal O’'Connell are due on the East)
Coast TFeb. 23, it was announced,
yesterday. |

An eleven-car train for distribu-|
tion centers at Philadelphia and
Brooklyn will leave today. !
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UHITED STATES
. JFARTRENRT OF THE INTERIOR
HATIONAL PARI BEHRVICE

gcettysburg Naticnal Cemetery
Gettyaburg, Penusylvasis

February 24, 1043

Philadelphia Quartarmester Depot

Attemticon: American Graves Reglistrstion Service
2300 South 20th Strect

Fhilsdelphia 45, Penmsylwvenis

(oot lemans

Fuperals services far T/6 Viotor J. Dry 53276389, ¥.0.J.2.

Clifford Rughes W2l07458, schoduled Earch J st 1130 p.m.; 7/Bgt. Stephen
-

frice of axpected time of arTival.

Funeral ssrvices for &, Sgt Stepbsn Humsnohiok S510982 and
¢pl. Richard J, Roeseh 33070452 sohsduled 1:30 p.r. Nersh 4; Cpl, dorria
McParland 7022396 and (pl. Jumes C, Roth 31123090 schedulsd darch 4 at .
5 pym, Request delivery Mareh 3 ant sdvise of expected time of srrivel.

Puneral services for H, Sgt Charles B, Willsox 8758254 and
Sgt. Serry C. Young 20329582 seheduled Marzh § at 1130 p.m, and Cpl. Jask
B. Toumg 33075710 seheduled March & at 3 p,m. Request delivery éaroh &
and advices of expeotsd time of mrrivel.

Remains of above will be received &t Gettysburg Natlicmal Cemetery

Sinoeraly yours,

ALVAN C, BAKER
Superintendemt

FORRIARG 24, 1748

John's remains arrived at the
DC-3 Philadelphia Quarter
Master Depot.. This same day,
the superintendent of
Gettysburg National Cemetery
notified the Philadelphia
Quarter Master at 2800 South
20th Street, Philadelphia that
SSgt Hrywnak's funeral service
was scheduled for 3 p.m. on
March 3.
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ﬁ 2058 ’ ' INSPECTION CHECK LIST
T {For Uss at Distribution Point)
ans Tark Seiial Bibar
sRywmak, jomy < ssg v 135665
Consignes

oures Vrs. ¥stherine Hrywnak V/’
Route 3, Mescow, Pa,

Cettyshurg llational Cemetery
Gettysburg, Pa. v

SHIFFING CASE - Gensral Appearance
(Check ONLY Diacrepancisa)

Condition of Shipping Gase (Check (me)
[ satisfactory Unsatisfactory

. " .| FoNSE (Bxtarior)
FINISH (Interior)
HANDLES

HANDLE BOLTS
STENCILING - NAMEPLATE
HEALTH P ERMIT MARKER
HEALTH PERUTT MUMGER

Remarka -

o b e G|

CASKET = Ganeral Appearance
{Checi GNLY Diacrepancies)

E:Zf; Unsati sfactory

Condition of Camket (Check One)
/3 satisfactory

FINISH ( Exterior ) Remarks
HAFUIIES AND FASTENTNGS
STENCTLING — WAMEPLATE
CAM LOCKS {Sealing)
ODOR CR MOISTURE
ROUTED THROUGH

/0 MORTUARY OPERATING ROCM

] REPAIR SHP

Conditien of Remains

Caskat Rapaired
O ] Yes { ] No

1 satisfactory [ Unsatisfactory

Caskat b o

L ] Yes I ) o

Weceasary Disinfection (Explain)

Shipping Case Repaired
[ 1 Yes L 1 o

Shipping Case Exchanged

7 Yes  —

Remarks

Tine Date Signature or Mortician

Time

Remarks

Jubrday

QUG Form R-5054 Local Reproduetion Authorized

MFeH |, 1148

It would appear from this
inspection check list (QMC Form
R-5054) of the casket and its
shipping case that the finish of
both were in unsatisfactory
condition, but deemed satisfactory
for shipment.
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Date ___Mareh 3, 1948

TO: ¥Wrs. Hatherine Hrywmak
Roube 3
Moscow, Pemmsylwvania

The authorized inscription for a Government headstone of the general type {furnished For all
decedents except those who served only during the Civil and Spenish-American Wars) includes:
(1) The Siate from which the veteran come; (2) religious emblem in a small cirele above the inscription
on the face of the headsione; and (3) the dates of birth and death.

In order that the appropriate information, as desired by the next of kin, may be shown an the
headstane for the decedent whase name is listed below, if is requested that you fill in the proper spaces
indicated below the data callzd for, and RETURM THIS FORM FROMPTLY TO THE

Superintendnet

Gettysburg Nationsl Cémetery

Gettysburg, Pennsylvenia
Syperintendent of Cemetery or Commonding Officer of Post

IE this form is not refumed to the Superintendent within fifteen (15) days from date of mailing,
the headstane will be ordered with the data s to religious emblem, State and date of birth inscribad
thereon s shown in the official records, and NO CHAMNGE WILL BE MADE AT A LATER DATE
AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE.

To heﬁi}ed in by Superintendent or Commanding Officer

-

f L
Mame of Yeteran — Jaﬂn E;K:E‘i‘_mé-k —e —
——TS
Ranl, ete. S. St .
Grave or lat Na. _Gravyeio. 346, Hsction 2 -

Date of dzath

Date buried March 3, 1948

To be filled in by Next of Kin

@ e bran

State desired %7

o
Rehgious emblem desired q‘/ﬂw

j {Latin Cress for Christian Faith, Star of David for Hebrew Faith)
J‘ A

Date of kirth ’r. /91 & :
Address of kin /3) ! “'-;Z’ }9:_‘&'—8 m“l——fﬂ"‘—? A bbf"“—' —
] iy
Signature %C;{ Y Wﬁﬁﬂbw Date %fﬂ-a\-/f—fﬂ-— j /4 %’)’7

o 13 1942 .

cama ForM 313 R o

i) Buceh Lid - e

MFer 2 1148
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REGEIPT OF REMAINS

DIETRIBUTION CENTER

4GR DISTRIBUTION CENTER, PHILADELPHTA QM DEPOT

SUPERINTENDENT
GETTYSBURG NATIONAL CEMETERY
GETTYSEURG, PEINNA.

REBMAING CONSIGNED TO:

PRIORITY 0.1, 2058

T

AEMAINS OF LATE S/SGT JOBN HRTWNAK 333h5669 ‘NILL EE DELIVERED TO YOU ON
.7

SECOND MARCH BY GG?EEMCEN’I‘ HEARSE AT APFEDEULTEII ONE TEN PM BY THIS

DEPOT ACCOMPANIED BY MITITARY ESCORT. REQUEST YOU MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO

ACCEPT REMATINS UPON DELIVERY, RBQUEST YOU NOTIFY MEXT COF KIN.

FRANE M. GREEY JR.
UAJOR, LHC

I. THE UNDERSIGNED, DO HERERY mmowmas AECEIPT OF THE REMAING OF THE ABOVE-NAMED DECEASED
THIS 3 U el

: - DAY BAY oF MONTH  J
V! ‘M’ & / A f, T—n . r?,p’/ﬂ"/"'

WITHESS (Banort) SOHEISHEE

‘31 a:(“‘
Recmnde Gt
S &I wee
!!1 - 6 —fwfw"
LL.:JII 'E’Q @9 ﬁ:‘ ¥ ¥ Brmae
‘I‘S"ﬁ g%ll‘ Te—ER0TA-L U, 3, POVERRNENT MANTING SFRID

1153 me

MFeR 2 1148

QMC Form 1193 documenting
that John’s remains were

received at Gettysburg
National  Cemetery. It
indicates that they were
delivered to the
Superintendent of the

cemetery on the second of
March by government hearse
at approximately 1:10 p.m.
The hearse was accompanied
by military escort.
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SSGT John Hrywnak was buried in Gettysburg National Cemetery, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania in
Grave # 346, Section 2. John’s mother, along with John’s three brothers and two of John’s six
sister’s, Millie and Mary along with Mary’'s husband Joseph and their son Joseph (age 11). The local
priest and his wife as well as family friends Frank and Louie Crystal also attended. They drove in a
three car caravan from Scranton to Gettysburg to attend the burial. When leaving, two of the cars
got lost returning home and had to stay overnight somewhere before returning home the next day.
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Newspaper article in the Scranton Pennsylvania
newspaper concerning John's burial at Gettysburg
National Cemetery

i

Sgt. Hrywnak Buried

| The military funeral of Staff
1Sgt. John Hrywnak, son of Mrs. ||

|Kathryn Hrywnak, Moscow, was
held last Wednesday at Gettys-
burg, with interment in the Na-
tional Cemetery there.

Sergeant Hrywnak, 25, was.

killed in action in the Scuthwest
Pacific Sept. 7, 1943, 15 months
after he had entered service.
Besides his mother, he is sur-
vived by the following brothers
and sisters: Mrs. Charles Balko,
Miss Anna Hrywnak, both ot
Hartford, Conn.; Mrs. Joseph
Tropiak, Throop; Mrs. Woodrow
Keisling, Mrs. Thomas Millard,
both of this city; Miss Millie
Hrywnak. Wesley, Harold and
Paul Hrywnak, all of Moscow.

NOTE:

Mrs. Charles Balko - Olga

Mrs. Joseph Tropiak - Mary
Mrs. Woodrow Keisling - Nancie
Mrs. Thomas Millard - Julia

182



VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
OF THE UNITED STATES

oy s +
Tn Memorium

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA

JUNG 16, 1148

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE

I. L. Laughiln, Chairmen

Bornard E McDarmott, Mombar
Johs F. Demner, Membar

Frank Heidel, Mombar

Jobin V. Horon, Mamber k
Nalson W. McCloskoy, Momber
James F. Colley, ExOllics Membar

Fle, Thye Officers and Members of the Bepartment

of Permsyltomis, Meterans of Foreign Wars of the
Hnited States, eatond you oun decpest sympralhy in
youn borearoment of tho low of @ Loved One, who
by his senvice, fralsiolism and dovolion lo hir counlsy
in time of nalional poril, gave his lfe lhal we
might conlinue lo enfoy and share the Bmerican Hlay
of Life.
We fully realiye words are inadequate lo fill the
void created by lhe los of one who has made Uhe
Sapireme Jacrifice. We do e howeres, that you
allain some consolalion in the thoight thal you have
Joined the mulliluds of thowe who fiaxe given lhein
masl furiceless frosesséon, “A Tobed Ore,” o frreserve
for us and frosterily, Shnerica wilh i froedoms and
ideats. The Good Shepherd saith, “Freator Love
Hath No Man Than This, Who Layeth Down
o Yfp For His Frionds.” )

We, his Comrador-in-arms, foel we were his
friends and share wilh you your sorscus in Yhis
luying hown.
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COMMONWEALTH OF PEMNNSYLVAMNIA
GOVERNORS OFFICE
HARRISBURG
Cectober 3, 1991

JOHN S FiNE
GOVERNIR

Rev. Dimitry 5. Kudrikeff,

8. S. Pzter and Paul Russian Orthodox
Greek Catholic Church,

1820 Division Street,

Seranton, Pennsylvania.

Dear Father Kudrikoff:

The Compensation Bureau advises me that a eclaim
for the State bonus was filed on March 20, 1950, by Nrs.
Kathrine Hrywnak as surviving mother of John Erywnak,
5133345669, deceased, and accomparying it was a letter dated
September 24, 1943, from Major William L. Welsh, Commanding
0fficer of the 403d Bombardment Squadron, advlsing her of the
death of her son on September 7, 1943. This is the only
document received by the Bureau from Mrs. Hrywnake

On July 20, 1950, the application was returned to
Mrs. Hrywnak for completion. She was also requested to
furnish a birth certificate showing the date and place of
birth of John Hrywnak and the parents' names, and a copy of
the death certificate of the father. At no time has the
Bureau received the papers.

In a routine follow-up on August 23, 1951, a letter
was sent to Mrs. Brywnak requesting her to return the ap-
plieation and supporting papers. Your letter states that the
papers had been returned to the Bureau several months previouslye.
On September 4th they advised Yrs. Hrywnak that after a thorough
investigaticn no record could be found of the receipt of the
application and documents, and another application was sent to
her.

If you will have lrs. Hrywnak sign the application
which was sent to her on September 4th, have it notarized
and return it in the enclosed envelope, her claim will be
processed.

T am returning the papers enclosed with your letter.

Cordislly Z E

With best wishes,

ochorbRes 1191
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION
REGIONAL GFFICE
19 MORTH MAIN STREET
WiLkes-Danre, PENHSTLYARIA

Detober 27, 1959

0562138

« Mrs . Kn_r'hry::o'l!. Hrywnak IMPORTANT
ED £1, Box 3 |Read the back of this letter
Moscow, Pa. L

XC 3 358 625
HRYWNAK, John

Dear Mrs. Hrywnak:

An award of death compengation has been made to you as the

dependent mother

of the veteran, whose death was duc to service. You will receive your
initial payment under this award in the near future. Thereafter, checks
will be issued atthe end of each month,

Monthly Payment Commencing Date Ending Date
$75.00 1G-12-59

Very truly yours,

TR O
f’__.;‘t'--') ’,A e
EDMUND J. RAUS
Adjudication Officer
FL 21-30
Jun 1958(R}
Va0 TA8ABM

Ar inguiry by o esncerning an ax service man or womarn Should, if pessible. glve veteran’s name o od file noembe,
O, RE KNV H RH RE or loan number. 1 such number !s unknown, service or seriol number should ba givan.

CONDITIONS AFFECTING RIGHT TO PAYMENTS

A, WIDOW

Payments of compensationto or for & widew
will he discontinued upon remarriage or
death. If you are the widow of the veteran
and youremarry, do not thereafter endorse
any check made payable ta ysu as unre-—
married widow, All such checks should
be returned with a statement showlng the
date of your remarriage sathat your pension
may be adjusted up to the date of wour re=
marrlage.

B. CHILD

The term “child" meens o personunmarricd
andunder 18 years ofage, or under &1 years
of age if pursuing aa appraved course of
instruction, or any age if the child became
permanently incapable of self-support by
reason of physieal ar mental defect prior
to reaching 1b years. Payments of com-
pensation to or for a child will be discon-
tinued upon the marriage or death of such
child, Y¥au sheould notify this office at ence
the date of marriage or death of any child
for whom benefits are beingpaid, If a child
is attending or will attend a school or cther
educational institution approved by the
Veterans Administration, pension i3 pay=
able until the completion or discontlnuance
of schooling or uatil marriage,
event beyond the day preceding the ¢

rwenty-first birthday. In .order to obtain
auch benefits, the necessary forms ahguld
be regquested frem the Veterans Admini-
stration shortly before the child's eight-
eenth birthday,

., PARENTS

Payment of compensation to er for a de-
pendent parent will be terminated upon
death or when actual dependency ceases ta
exist, If at any time the income of a de-
pendent parent who is in recelpt of death
compensation is incréased or if suchparent
remarried, notice thereof must be furnushed
the Veterans Administration

D. PERALTIES

Severe penalties involving fines and impris-
gnments are prescribed by varicus statutes
eftne United States in any instance where a
serssr fracdulently accepts any payment 1o
which such persen is ret entitled, or obtains
or receives money with intent to defraud the
United States,

E. CHANGE OF ADULRESS

Notidy this affice immediately of your chenge
af address.

LETTER FOR FUTURE REFERENCE

185




- — o )
It i, s /// e
Sinend S ey, ,7
JOHN HRYWNAK
; 7/.?)’/777%27/4’z)'////f/////:f/ /;/"// y/?fé///' J
27 /Wry////(fk/// // Aot et
,/?’{/A’/f/‘ COIIO I ST I A Aot e 9050

3 i AR } =
//// V7 _x'/x/////?'y 4 ///z /7///7/, _//’///7'/:/

x/ e I ///f/ 7

Y T

—

Arwiecdennd r/ ottt S oedess

JUNG 1165

President John Fitzgerald Kennedy sent a certificate
recognizing John's "devoted and selfless consecration
to the service of our country". The certificate was
mailed by third class mail with a 4 cent stamp.
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=P The long journey home.
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